HOUSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


R01251  25485 


HOUSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS 


(j^J/  Cb,.  Qjc^JUMJ^ 


Testimonial  Banquet 

honoring 

JOHN  HENRY  KIRBY 

GIVEN  BY  THE 

Citizens  of  Houston 

UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE  RED 
ROOSTERS  OF  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 


November  17,  1923 


\ 


1,3  ' 


K 


145607 


R01B5125Mfi5 
txr 


«   »*.<•* 


RD12S1  ESH&S 


FOREWORD 

!HIS  little  volume  was  compiled  by  a  friend 
of  the  honor  guest  of  perhaps  the  most  re- 
markable Testimonial  Banquet  ever  given  to 
a  private  citizen.  It  is  not  intended  al- 
together as  a  Souvenir,  to  be  kept  by  him 
in  remembrance  of  that  event,  as  gratify- 
ing as  it  must  have  been.  Of  course  any 
of  his  thousands  of  admirers  would  gladly 
have  volunteered  the  service  for  such  a 
purpose,  did  they  not  know  of  that  mod- 
esty which  adorns  his  life  with  a  touch  as  soft  as  amber  morn, 
and  feel  that  he  would  not  wish  it.  But  it  would  indeed  be  a 
serious  mistake  not  to  faithfully  record  and  carefully  preserve 
both  the  beautiful  sentiment  spoken  and  the  vital  principles 
proclaimed  on  an  occasion  when  the  choice  citizenship  of  the 
state  was  assembled  to  crown  with  a  wreath  of  fresh  laurel  the 
brow  of  one  characterized  as  ''Texas'  Own  Son."  It  is  well  in- 
deed for  the  Youth  of  the  land  to  understand  the  high  esteem 
in  which  a  thinking  people  hold  a  man  whose  success  they 
ascribe  to  clear  vision,  to  high  hopes,  to  honest  toil,  to  an  un- 
flagging Faith  in  the  institutions  of  his  Country.  And  the 
faithful  aim  of  this  work  is  to  comply  in  a  measure  with  the 
desire  expressed  by  one  of  the  speakers  who  said:  "I  could 
wish  no  better  thing  for  Texas  than  that  the  history  of  John 
Henry  Kirby  might  be  known."  For  such  a  history  would 
chronicle  a  true  devotion  and  aid  to  the  most  valued  assets  of 
this  republic.  The  words  spoken,  the  thoughts  expressed,  the 
truths  proclaimed  at  this  gathering  were  not  the  fragile  flowers 
of  one  spring  day  of  flattery,  that  waste  their  fragrance  on  the 
first  passing  wind.  Real  statesmen,  profound  jurists,  financiers 
and  philosophers  gave  them  to  us  in  connection  with  testi- 
monials of  appreciation  for  an  individual's  service.  They  are 
indissoluble  pearls,  formed  in  human  hearts  by  the  operation  of 
the  forces  of  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and  I  am  stringing  them 
that  their  beauty  and  worth  might  not  be  lost  to  the  world. 

A.  C. 
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Testimonial  Banquet 

"TEXANS  PAY  TRIBUTE  TO  TEXAS'  OWN  SON." 

Mayor  Oscar  Holcombe's  Announcement. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

An  occasion  of  this  kind  is  usually  one  brought  about  to 
do  honor  to  some  man  or  woman  who  has  recently  attained 
prominence. 

We  <are  not  gathered  here  tonight,  however,  to  pay  tribute  to 
some  visitor  from  a  distant  city,  land  or  country.  We  are  not 
gathered  here  to  pay  homage  to  some  man  who  has  gained  fame 
as  a  military  hero,  but  we  are  gathered  here  tonight  to  show 
our  appreciation  of  one  who  has  lived  among  us  for  a  grejat 
many  years;  of  one  whom  we  have  learned  to  love  more  and 
more  each  year. 

This  man  is  loved  by  an  entire  State,  and  I  might  say,  by 
a  good  part  of  this  nation.  His  name  was  a  household  word  in 
a  large  portion  of  this  State  before  I  saw  the  light  of  day,  and 
yet,  when  you  look  at  him  today,  and  see  the  smile  on  his  face, 
you  will  consider  him  a  young  man. 

The  one  whom  we  are  here  tonight  to  honor  is  simply  a 
man — one  of  our  fellow  citizens,  John  Henry  Kirby. 

John  Henry  Kirby,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  have  this 
opportunity  of  speaking  a  few  words  to  those  gathered  here  to 
celebrate  your  birthday,  and  it  is  my  hope  that  we  will  have 
the  pleasure  of  celebrating  many  more  of  your  birthdays. 

With  these  expressions  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  I  feel 
that  I  voice  the  thoughts  of  the  throng,  I  now  wish  to  leave 
the  balance  of  the  evening  in  the  very  competent  hands  of  our 
toastmaster,  Mr.  Robert  H.  Cornell. 

B"     V     "5 

AS  TOLD  BY  THE  PRESS. 

When  Mr.  Cornell  received  the  gavel  from  the  Mayor  and 
rapped  for  order,  he  presided  over  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
assemblies  Texas  had  ever  witnessed,  as  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
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The  Houston  Chronicle  in  its  issue  of  the  following  morning 
contained  an  extensive  write-up  of  the  dinner,  attended  by  nearly 
a  thousand  citizens  of  this  state,  from  which  we  take  the  fol- 
lowing brief  lead : 

"John  Henry  Kirby — citizen,  statesman,  philanthropist,  lover 
of  humanity,  friend  and  financier — was  toasted  Saturday  night 
by  more  than  seven  hundred  leading  citizens  of  this  common- 
wealth. It  was  an  affair  held  in  Houston  but  representative  of 
the  state  of  Texas.  Men  from  every  section,  men  whose  names 
are  household  words  far  and  wide,  gathered  to  show  their 
affection  for  their  friend. 

"The  ocqasion  was  the  sixty-third  birthday  of  the  Houston 
lumberman,  and  the  banquet  was  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Red  Roosters.  A  former  governor,  a  former  chief  justice  of 
the  supreme  court,  a  former  congressman,  a  federal  judge,  the 
president  of  the  American  Bar  Association  and  hundreds  of 
others  were  present  to  extend  their  felicitations  to  Mr.  Kirby. 

"The  occasion  was  one  of  informality,  when  men  spoke 
their  real  sentiments  to  and  among  their  friends.  It  was  more 
than  a  personal  tribute  to  Mr.  Kirby.  It  was  a  gathering 
around  him  of  many  of  the  men  who  have  shaped  the  destiny 
of  the  state  through  their  official  acts  and  their  platforms  and 
printed  influences." 

The  honoree  of  the  occasion  sat  at  the  center  of  the  speak- 
ers' table  with  that  kindly  smile  which  had  stood  the  wear  of 
the  years  still  beaming  on  his  face,  the  personification  of  faith 
and  sunshine — not  a  proud  but  a  very  happy  man.  And  sur- 
rounding him  were  all  of  those  distinguished  Texans,  some 
who  had  added  weight  in  the  scales  of  statesmanship,  some  who 
were  builders  of  industry,  and  some  who  were  great  construc- 
tionists of  the  true  principles  of  law,  but  all  friends  of  John 
Henry  Kirby,  whose  life  they  declared  had  been  an  inspiration 
and  a  light  to  them. 

Perhaps  no  man  not  in  an  official  position  of  some  kind, 
ever  received  such  a  demonstration  as  was  given  to  the  honor 
guest  this  night,  and  it  was  a  demonstration  shot  to  the  core 
with  real  sincerity.  As  each  speaker  proclaimed  his  admira- 
tion  for   some   characteristic    of    Mr.    Kirby's,    whether   it   was 
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his  loyalty  to  the  Constitution  or  just  a  touch  of  human  gen- 
tleness, the  assembly  would  rise  to  its  feet  and  voice  a  thunder- 
ing approval.  And  in  all  the  toasts,  in  all  the  tributes,  in  all 
the  expressions — as  well  as  in  the  very  atmosphere  of  the  whole 
gathering — there  was  that  spirit  which  impels  men  to  do  big 
things,  to  stand   for  great  principles,  to  love  humanity. 

To  be  there  was  like  opening  the  creaky  gate  of  some  old 
garden  of  the  past  and  walking  in  among  flowers  that  some- 
times one  feels  have  quit  blooming.  The  Lost  Cord  of  what- 
ever is  best  in  government  and  in  human  society  seemed  to  have 
been  found  and  made  to  sound  clearly  again  on  this  occasion 
and  by  this  assembly,  in  which  sat  such  men  as  R.  E.  L.  Saner, 
president  qf  the  American  Bar  Association,  Al  McFadden  of 
Victoria,  Judge  Chas.  F.  Greenwood  of  Dallas,  Rt.  Rev.  Father 
J.  M.  Kirwin  of  Galveston,  R.  E.  L.  Knight  of  Dallas,  Leon 
Sonfield  of  Beaumont,  Governor  W.  P.  Hobby  of  Beaumont, 
Roy  Miller  of  Corpus  Christi,  former  Chief  Justice  Nelson 
Phillips  of  Dallas,  Col.  Louis  J.  Wortham  of  Fort  Worth,  Hon. 
R.  B.  Creager,  republican  national  committeeman  of  Browns- 
ville, General  Jacob  Wolters,  Ex-Congressman  R.  L.  Henry, 
U.  S.  District  Judge  Hutcheson  of  Houston  and  many  other 
distinguished  Texans. 

The  affair  was  in  no  sense  a  political  one.  It  was  just  an 
oral  reading  of  the  silent  notes  of  loyalty  in  the  hearts  of  lov- 
ing friends.  Yet,  each  speaker  so  clearly  sounded  a  cord  har- 
monizing with  the  tone  of  the  great  voice  of  America's  soul, 
spoken  through  her  constitution,  and  so  generous  was  the  ap- 
plause from  the  assembly,  that  it  would  be  no  mistake  to  say 
a  rededication  and  a  reconsecration  to  the  lofty  principles  of 
that  guiding  document  of  the  republic  took  place  there.  Those 
jurists,  some  as  able  as  ever  presided  over  a  court  in  this  state, 
and  those  men  who  helped  to  make  our  statutes  and  to  enforce 
them — judges,  congressmen,  legislators,  and  executives — each 
in  turn  laid  stress  upon  the  devotion  of  the  honor  guest  to  that 
law  that  is  based  on  justice  and  reason  and  custom,  and  that  no 
man  can  rise  above  or  sink  beneath.  Time  and  again  Mr.  Kirby's 
reverence  for  the  constitution  and  for  the  safe  and  sound  things 
in  government  was  stressed  and  in  all  the  remarks  faith  was 
presaged  because  of  men  of  his  kind. 
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It  has  been  the  history  of  the  world  that  the  task  of  sus- 
taining great  priciples  is  left  to  those  who  possess  great  minds, 
and  the  crystalized  sentiment  of  the  whole  gathering  was  that 
the  Constitution  must  survive  to  vouchsafe  to  the  American 
citizen  the  privilege  of  fashioning  creditably  for  himself  in  the 
honest  acquirement  of  goods,  and  the  liberty  to  live  undis- 
turbed and  in  safety  under  our  flag  so  long  as  he  does  not 
infringe  upon  the  rights  of  others. 

"Reflecting  the  spirit  of  the  honor  guest,"  declared  the 
Houston  Chronicle,  "the  crowd  seemed  to  be  overwhelmingly 
in  favor  of  the  strictest  interpretation  of  the  constitutions  of  the 
state  and  nation,  it  seemed  opposed  to  radicalism,  to  the  stir- 
ring of  religious  and  racial  hatred,  and  it  vigorously  applauded 
expressions  of  these  sentiments." 

"Kirby  For  President." 

Continuing  the  Chronicle  said:  "Of  all  suggestions  and 
eulogies  presented  at  the  banquet,  the  initiation  of  the  'Kirby 
for  President'  boom  received  the  heartiest  applause  and  ap- 
proval. Before  introducing  the  honoree,  Toastmaster  Cornell 
made  a  short  speech  in  which  he  said  that  each  of  the  speakers 
thought  he  had  paid  the  highest  tribute  possible  to  a  man  whom 
all  loved. 

'But  the  highest  tribute  comes  in  a  telegram  from  a  friend 
and  admirer  of  John  Henry  Kirby  who  lives  in  Galveston.  He 
has  suggested  that  this  meeting  be  utilized  to  launch  a  boom, 
'Kirby  for  president.'  " 

"From  7  o'clock  until  after  midnight  the  guests  of  the  ban- 
quet, said  to  be  the  largest  stag  dinner  in  the  history  of  the 
state,  listened  to  a  flow  of  wit  and  eloquence,  interspersed 
with  music,  with  the  central  theme  of  tribute  to  the  accom- 
plishments, the  character  and  the  personality  of  Mr.  Kirby." 
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A  THOUSAND  HOUSTONIANS  AND  TEXANS 
HONOR  KIRBY. 

(Excerpts  from  Report  by  Frank  E.  Roberts 
in  Houston  Post.) 

"Twenty-two  years,  almost  to  a  day,  after  a  banquet  given 
in  Houston  to  John  Henry  Kirby  'commemorating  the  indus- 
trial awakening  of  Texas,'  near  unto  a  thousand  Houstonians 
with  as  many  as  ten  or  more  distinguished  Texans  from  other 
cities  of  the  state,  gave  Mr.  Kirby  a  testimonial  dinner  at  the 
Rice  hotel  Saturday  night. 

"It  was  a  testimony  of  admiration,  but  most  of  all  of 
friendship,  such  as  few  men  get.  No  doubt  that  dinner  of  No- 
vember 12,  1901,  was  of  enthusiastic  acclaim,  but  it  was  just 
the  opening  of  the  doors — as  the  program  gotten  up  in  the  form 
of  opening  doors,  a  program  which  Mr.  Kirby  had  at  his  plate 
Saturday  night,  indicated — to  the  wide  swung  banquet  of 
achievement  that  friends  gifted  with  eloquence  presented  to 
him  more  than  two  decades  later. 

"Every  inch  of  space  in  the  spacious  Rice  hotel  ball  room  was 
filled  when  the  dinner  was  brought  on,  and  even  before  Mayor 
Holcombe  in  a  brief  tribute  to  Mr.  Kirby  opened  the  ceremonies, 
the  tributes  to  the  honor  guest  began.  The  cigars  that  were 
served  with  the  coffee  were  wrapped  in  a  special  wrapper  on 
which  was  written  the  tribute  of  Mike  Hogg  in  the  inscription: 

A  Silent  Toast. 

"A  silent  and  soothing  toast  to  John  Henry  Kirby,  Our 
Peachtree  Philosopher  and  Poet — The  Music  of  the  Ages  in 
the  Heart  of  a  Child/' 

"The  banquet  started  with  the  singing  of  America  and  was 
given  an  edge  by  all  joining  in  singing  the  chorus  of  'East  Side, 
West  Side,  All  Around  the  Town,'  and  was  pepped  with 
everybody  raising  his  voice  in  verse  and  chorus  of  'The  Good 
Old  Summertime/  and  was  more  than  sustained  with  'Sweet 
Rose  O'Grady,'  'Since  First  I  Met  You/  and  a  half  dozen 
other  of  the  old-time  popular  melodies,  and  reached  its  ef- 
fulgence when  in  the  midst  of  the  speaking  program  an  old 
fiddlers'  contest  was  held  and  Mr.  Kirby  himself  took  a  fiddle 
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and  sawed  out  the  refrain  of  that  old  back  woods  song  'Sally 
Gooden.' 

"While  the  occasion  reached  its  sentimental  heights  it 
was  not  one  of  all  sentiment.  There  was  plenty  of  good 
natured  fun.  After  the  Mayor  had  made  his  short  speech  and 
presented  Mr.  Kirby  with  a  great  bouquet  of  flowers  from  the 
Houston  Conopus  Club,  of  which  the  honoree  is  a  member,  the 
master  of  ceremonies  called  as  the  first  speaker  Jack  C.  Dionne. 

"Mr.  Dionne  arose  expectantly  at  his  place  at  the  speak- 
ers' table,  but  before  he  could  utter  a  word,  a  tuxedoed  diner 
on  the  main  floor  had  launched  into  a  tirade  of  the  toastmaster 
for  poking  fun  at  him,  'Jack  Dionne.'  And  while  the  toast- 
master  was  hammering  with  his  gavel  for  order  the  interloper 
raised  his  voice  to  a  shout  and  with  verbal  gibe  and  jab  at  the 
lumber  trust,  turned  a  jest  into  a  sincere  tribute  to  the  guest 
of  honor.  It  was  some  minutes  before  the  diners  realized  that 
the  speaker  was  John  F.  Bonner,  associated  with  Mr.  Kirby 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  one  of  his  dearest  friends. 

Colonel  Chas.  J.  Kirk  presented  the  honoree  on  behalf 
of  the  Red  Roosters,  with  a  bronze  statue,  "The  First  Amer- 
ican Home  Builder,"  designed  by  Enrico  Cerrachio.  The 
statue  is  in  the  form  of  a  hardy  woodman  with  a  double-blade 
axe  resting  on  the  stump  of  a  tree  he  has  felled  and  on  the 
base  are  engraved  the  words :  "Presented  to  John  Henry  Kirby 
by  the  Red  Roosters  of  Houston,  Nov.  17,  1923." 

In  delivering  the  gift,  Colonel  Kirk  spoke  as  follows : 
"Someone  once  said  that  a  man  who  has  made  two  blades 
of  grass  grow  where  only  one  had  grown  before  did  not  live 
in  vain.  If  doubling  a  blade  of  grass  is  a  worth-while  thing 
to  do  what  shall  we  say  of  the  men  and  organizations  that 
have  entered  the  social,  economic  and  fraternal  life  of  our  citi- 
zenship and  produced  a  greater  sympathy  and  brotherly  feeling 
among  mankind?  Most  of  us  are  fully  engaged  in  our  own 
affairs  and  we  give  little  thought  towards  helping  others  and 
little  time  or  attention  towards  expressing  our  appreciation 
and  gratitude  for  the  wonderful  benefits  we  derive  from  the 
labors  of  our  fellowman.  In  this  great  struggle  over  our  many 
and  varied  degrees  of  worth  and  worthlessness,  we  are  prone 
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to  see  that  the  man  who  makes  the  most  and  best  of  himself 
does  a  good  thing.  We  rarely  appreciate  that  the  man  who 
helps  others  does  a  better  thing.  We  forget  that  the  man 
who  produces  that  which  the  world  needs,  thereby  working 
good  for  himself  and  mankind,  does  a  supremely  good  thing, 
for  he  renders  a  far-reaching  practical  service  to  the  day  in 
which  he  lives. 

"So  the  man  we  are  honoring  this  evening  is  a  man  who 
has  made  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  only  one  was  grow- 
ing. He  produces  that  which  the  world  needs,  thereby  mak- 
ing good  for  himself  and  for  others.  The  world  is  better  that 
a  man  of  this  character  should  have  lived.  The  community 
in  which  he  resides  is  better;  the  city  is  better  and  the  nation 
is  better.  He  is  a  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word — big  in 
stature,  big  in  brain  and  big  in  every  phase  of  life.  It  is  fit- 
ting and  proper  that  organizations  such  as  is  the  host  this 
evening  thus  honor  and  strew  flowers  along  his  path  while 
he   is  yet   living. 

"And  my  dear  Governor,  we  say  to  you  in  the  same  spirit 
in  which  this  organization  has  honored  others,  we  take  pleas- 
ure in  honoring  you  and  to  strew  flowers  along  your  path,  and 
to  assure  you  that  at  least  part  of  our  great  citizenship  ap- 
preciate your  efforts,  your  kindness  to  so  many  in  the  hours 
of  stress  and  trouble  and  as  a  small  token  of  this  organization 
and  in  appreciation  of  your  magnificent  service  to  our  city, 
our  state  and  our  nation,  we  herewith  present  to  you  a  token 
in  the  shape  of  the  Builder.  It  is  the  conception  of  your  dream 
in  your  youth  when  the  first  tree  was  felled  in  the  great  pine 
forest  of  East  Texas.  Your  dream  then  of  the  great  industry 
that  was  someday  to  dot  this  part  of  our  great  state.  We  find 
that  your  dream  has  come  true  and  we  ask  you  to  accept  it  in 
the  same  spirit  in  which  it  is  given.  It  is  given  in  love  and 
respect  of  those  who  know  you  best." 

Colonel  Kirk  also  presented  Mr.  Kirby  with  a  beautiful 
bouquet  of  flowers  from  the  Elks. 

Another  unique  and  beautiful  present,  designed  and  given 
by  Henry  Stude  of  Houston,  was  that  which  served  as  a  cen- 
terpiece for  the  honoree's  table,  a  huge  birthday  cake  on  which 
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63   candles  had  been  placed.     Decorations  of  the  cake   repre- 
sented the  lumber  industry  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

There  was  a  miniature  forest  of  pine  trees  on  a  tiny  knoll 
which  stood  behind  a  tiny  saw-mill,  and  there  was  a  climbing 
coon  and  trailing  dogs  and  limpid  pools  and  floating  logs ;  also 
woodmen  with  axes  stood  in  the  woods  while  workmen  man- 
ned the  mill.  The  foundation  of  the  cake  represented  rows  of 
logs  and  the  super-structure  on  which  the  candles  were  mount- 
ed was  made  of  small  candy  logs. 

The  Music. 

The  music  during  the  banquet  was  furnished  by  George 
Doscher,  Henri  Therrien  and  Mrs.  Lillian  Collier.  At  one 
place  in  the  program,  Mrs.  Collier,  as  if  serving  a  cup  of  senti- 
ment between  toasts,  brought  in  the  spirit  of  the  woods  by 
sweetly  rendering  "The  Little  Old  Log  Cabin  in  the  Lane," 
and  a  negro  plantation  melody.  At  the  conclusion  of  her  sing- 
ing the  guest  of  honor  left  his  seat  at  the  speakers'  table  and 
presented  her  with  a  handsome  bouquet  of  flowers  as  a  token 
of  appreciation. 

S     5     S 

AN  HONOR  BY  COUNTY  OFFICIALS. 

(Name  of  Avenue  Changed  to  "Jonn  Kirby  Drive.") 

The  announcement  was  made  during  the  course  of  the 
banquet  of  a  distinct  honor  having  been  conferred  upon  Mr. 
Kirby  that  day  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  commissioners' 
court  of  Harris  county. 

A  document  was  presented  by  the  Toastmaster  showing 
that  these  gentlemen  had  changed  the  name  of  Reynolds  ave- 
nue, from  Bellaire  boulevard  to  San  Felipe,  and  that  it  would 
hereafter  be  known  as  "John  Kirby  Drive." 

S     S     ^ 

As  the  happy  banqueters  concluded  the  evening's  entertain- 
ment by  singing  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  they  crowded  around  the 
honor  guest  and  shaking  his  hand  gave  expression  to  such 
splendid  sentiments  as  are  found  in  the  following  letters,  re- 
ceived  later: 
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ECHOES  OF  THE  BANQUET. 

W.  D.  GORDON, 
Lawyer. 

Beaumont,    Texas,    Nov.    19,    1923. 
Hon.  John   H.    Kirby, 
Houston,   Texas. 
Dear  Mr.   Kirby: 

I  feel  that  I  owe  you  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  great  privilege  of 
being  a  guest  at  the  most  memorable  gathering  within  my  experience. 
The  unbounded  love  entertained  for  you  by  your  friends  there  is  one 
of  the  bright  spots  in  life,  not  only  for  you,  but  tor  all  your  friends 
who  were  privileged  to  be  there.  No  word  uttered  there  could 
adequately  express  what  we  all  felt. 

Affectionately   your   friend, 

W.    D.   GORDON. 

cV     S     cv 

Red  Roosters  of  Houston. 
Hon.   John    H.    Kirby, 
Houston,  Texas. 
My    dear    Governor: 

Our  organization  would  feel  the  task  uncompleted  without  a  word 
of  sincere  appreciation  of  the  privilege  accorded  us  in  serving,  in 
connection  with  your  extremely  successful  testimonial  dinner. 

None  of  us  had  ever  been  privileged  with  so  delightful  an  assign- 
ment; we  had  reason  to  see  and  feel  daily  the  extremely  popular 
nature  of  our  work. 

Our  organization  feels  that  not  one-tenth  of  all  the  beautiful  per- 
sonal tributes  deserved  were  delivered  at  the  banquet. 

"THERE  IS  NOTHING  WORTH  THE  WEAR  OF 
WINNING,  BUT  LAUGHTER  AND  THE  LOVE 
OF   FRIENDS." 

With  our  best  wishes  externally,  and  the  hope  that  you  may  cele- 
brate your  one  hundred  and   sixty-third   birthday,  we  are, 

Most  Cordially, 

INNER  CIRCLE, 
(Red    Roosters    of    Houston.) 
ROBERT  H.  CORNELL,   Prest. 
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Geo.  W.  Armstrong. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
Hon.  John  H.  Kirby,  Nov.    20,    1923. 

Houston,  Texas. 

My    dear    Governor: 

I  enjoyed  the  magnificent  and  unique  tribute  paid  you  by  your 
friends  ana  associates  at  the  testimonial  banquet  given  in  your  honor. 
Few  men  have  been  so  honored  while  in  the  prime  of  their  manhood. 
Envy,  which  we  sometimes  find  lurking  in  the  bosom  of  our  closest 
friends,  often  prevents  us  bestowing  our  flowers  upon  the  living.  But 
it  is  only  the  prosperous  and  powerful  that  men  envy,  and  not  the 
good.  I  doubt  if  there  was  one  at  that  great  banquet  table  who 
envies  you  your  worthy  achievement  and  the  wealth  you  have  ac- 
quired as  the  reward  of  service;  for  the  reason  that  you  are  good 
and  your  goodness  of  heart  predominates  over  everything  else. 

I  endorsed  everything  said  about  you  in  the  splendid  speeches  of 
your  friends,  and  particularly  the  speech  of  your  minister.  They  said, 
and  truthfully  said,  about  all  of  the  good  things  about  you  that  worthy 
ambition  or  the  human  heart  could  crave.  But  no  reference  was  made  to 
the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  your  friends,  associates,  and  employes.  They 
love  you  because  they  know  that  you  love  them.  There  were  in  that 
great  gathering,  friends  from  your  boyhood  down;  and  the  friends  of 
your  youth,  like  Cap't.  Kellie  of  Jasper,  felt  that  they  were  first 
in    your    affections. 

"The  man  who  strives  for  money  alone  often  gains  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  friends  and  his  character;  the  story  of  the  man  whose  goal 
is  power  and  self-aggrandizement  is  usually  the  story  of  perfidy  and  of 
broken  friendships.  We  usually  get  in  life  about  what  is  coming  to 
us.  Your  ideals  and  your  true  character  are  revealed  in  these  early 
friendships  that  have  grown  stronger  and  sweeter  with  age,  and  in  the 
prosperity  of  your  associates  who  have  grown  wealthy  as  a  result 
thereof.  They  tell  in  unmistakable  language  that  your  life  has  been 
one  of  service." 

There  was  no  expression  of  gratitude  either,  from  those,  like  my- 
self, to  whom  you  have  so  generously  extended  the  helping  hand.  There 
were  many  of  them  there.  I  was  not  the  one  to  give  expression  to  that 
thought  for  it  is  all  so  recent  that  I  could  not  do  so  without  shedding 
tears  of  gratitude,  which  are  never  appropriate.  Through  your  power- 
ful and  unselfish  support  I  shall  soon  be  on  my  feet  again  and  going 
strong.  You  have  enabled  me  to  accept  without  resentment  or  bitter- 
ness the  narrow  and  selfish  treatment  of  some  of  my  former  friends', 
and  you  have  taught  me  the  philosophy  of  service. 

Your   friend, 

GEO.    W.    ARMSTRONG. 
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26  Broadway,  New  York,  Dec.  23,   1923. 
Dear  Mr.  Kirby: 

"I  am  sure  that  your  fellow  Texans,  as  eloquent  as  they  are, 
could  not  do  full  justice  to  their  subject  when  they  eulogize  you.  Of 
course  if  I  could  have  been  there  I  would  have  remedied  any  de- 
ficiency  in   this   regard. 

"It  is  a  great  thing  for  a  young  man  like  you  to  have  earned  such 
a  position  of  esteem  and  popularity  in  his  community.  You  seem  to 
be  the  prophet  to  be  cited  in  the  future  as  the  exception  to  the  Biblical 
rule.     I  congratulate  you  with  all  my  heart. 

W.   C.   TEAGLE. 
^     ^     "8 

New  Orleans,  Nov.  22,   1923. 
Dear  Mr.  Kirby: 

"I  know  personally  that  the  high  regard  in  which  you  are  held, 
not  only  in  Texas  but  elsewhere,  is  thoroughly  justified  by  the  splendid 
public  work  which  you  have  always  done  and  which  you  are  still  doing." 

L.  M.  POOLE,  Prest. 
Marine  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

S      ST      S 

Lafayette,  La.,  Nov.  22,  1923. 
Dear  Mr.  Kirby: 

It  is  gratifying,  I  know,  and  undoubtedly  a  great  source  of  pleasure 
to  have  ones  friends  appreciate  the  true  man  that  you  have  been.  We 
who  are  familiar  with  the  noble  works  you  have  been  carrying  on,  and 
are  even  today  engaged  in,  know  the  value  you  have  been  to  the 
South. 

J.  C.  BARRY,  Cashier. 
Bank  of  Lafayette  &  Trust  Co. 

V  ^r     ^ 

Houston,   Texas,   Nov.   21,    1923. 
My    dear    Mr.    Kirby: 

I  considered  it  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  attend  your  testimonial 
dinner.  It  was  a  wonderful  success  and  you  have  every  reason  to  be 
proud  in  the  knowledge  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  you  are  held  by 
your  fellow  Texans.  I  never  attended  an  affair  where  such  genuine 
enthusiasm  and  appreciation  of  the  honoree  were  expressed. 

L.   L.  ADAMS, 
Metropolitan   Life   Ins.  Co.,   N.   Y. 

V  *     * 

Shreveport,   La.,   Nov.  21,    1923. 
Dear  Mr.   Kirby: 

I  want  to  tell  you  how  much  I  appreciated  the  wonderful  banquet 
that  was  given   in   your   honor,   and   to   assure   you   of   my   hearty   ap- 
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proval  of  all  the  nice  things  that  were  said  about  you  by  the  speakers. 
I  think  you  have,  through  your  unselfish  service,  won  the  hearts  of  all 
who  know  you. 

F.  T.   WHITED. 

3r     ^     ^ 

Fort   Worth,   Texas,    Nov.    21,    1923. 
Hon.   John   H.    Kirby: 

"1  enjoyed  your  birthday  banquet  and  glad  I  made  the  trip.  I 
enjoyed  seeing  you  join  in  singing  the  dear  old  songs.  That  was  a 
'he-man's'  affair  and  the  speeches  gave  me  much  courage,  as  things 
begin  to  look  like  the  100  days  after  Napoleon  came  back  from  Elba. 
You  are  a  great,  big-hearted  man,  and  you  have  done  a  lot  of  good 
in  this  world,  done  lots  for  the  South  and  Texas.  But  the  greatest 
thing  you  ever  did  was  when  you  stopped  in  your  busy  life  and  built 
Peachtree   Village    Hall. 

MARCUS  BRIGHT,  President, 

The  Fort  Worth  State  Bank. 
B"     ^     ^ 

Missoula,   Mont.,   Nov.   30,    1923. 
Dear  Mr.   Kirby: 

"May  I  congratulate  you  on  the  nice  things  that  were  said  to  you 
and  about  you  by  your  friends  there  at  the  recent  banquet,  and  add 
my  tribute  to  the  same?" 

E.  H.  POLLEYS,  President, 

The  Polleys  Lumber  Co. 
^r     3"     3" 

Roswell,  N.  M.,  Nov.  24,  1923. 
My    dear    Mr.    Kirby: 

"I  want  to  add  my  sincere  admiration  and  appreciation  of  your 
achievements  with  those  of  your  many  friends  who  attended  the  ban- 
quet, and  to  say  that  if  there  is  any  Texan  who  does  not  have  the 
same  sentiments,  he  is  a  poor  Texan." 

E.   B.   CUSHING. 
3"     V     ^ 

The  Houston   Post. 

Mr.   John    Henry    Kirby,  Houston,  Texas,   Nov.   21,    1923. 

Kirby   Lumber   Co., 

Houston,  Texas. 

My  dear  Mr.   Kirby: 

I  am  so  glad  that  you  liked  our  editorial.  I  only  regret  that  my 
absence  from  town  prevented  my  being  present  at  your  dinner. 

I  assure  you  that  I  will  be  more  than  pleased  to  have  a  visit 
with   you.  Most  cordially  yours,         RQY   G.   WATSON. 
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TOUCHING   REMEMBRANCES. 

Some  of  the  replies  to  the  invitation  to  attend  the  banquet 
brought  with  them  recollections  of  a  far  away  day.  The  door 
seemed  to  have  been  swung  partly  open  into  that  Yesterday, 
where  dwell  the  people  of  the  first  little  world  we  knew. 

There  were  echoes  from  the  old  swimming  hole  under- 
neath the  trailing  branches  of  the  trees,  where  the  boys  splash- 
ed on  those  long  summer  afternoons.  There  were  the  smiles 
of  Love's  first  queen  in  calico — with  the  beams  of  day's  bright 
gold  playing  hide-and-seek  beneath  the  brim  of  her  little  blue 
bonnet.  There  were  the  hurrahs  and  shouts  and  musical 
laughter  on  the  play-grounds  of  the  old-fashioned  schoolhouse 
in  the  edge  of  the  wildwood.  And  there  were  snatches  of 
'possum  hunts  and  berry-pickings  and  those  simple  games  of 
"Snap"  and  "Charlie"  and  "Clap  in  and  Clap  out," — infinitely 
more  enjoyable  than  the  modern  "Toddle"  or  "Jazz." 

Soft  light  from  those  by-gone  days  was  flushed  through 
the  cracks  in  the  wall  of  the  living  present  and  made  to  glow 
as  rays  of  dawn  from  a  great  dreamland,  and  each  such  reply 
was  received  with  true  appreciation.  Time  can  never  cloud  in 
forgetfulness  those  valued  friendships;  and,  although  space 
will  not  permit  the  printing  of  all  the  letters, — on  the  same 
wings  of  sentiment  which  brought  them  in,  the  recipient  sends 
back  an  acknowledgement  of  the  felicitations  extended,  to- 
gether with  the  gratitude  of  his  soul. 

5*  ?>  B" 
TRIBUTES  BY  THE  SPEAKERS. 
(It  will  always  be  a  delight  to  the  honor  guest  to  bear  in 
memory  the  many  good  things  said  of  him  on  this  night.  Each 
sincere  tribute  shall  be  as  a  cup  of  sweet  wine  sparkling  with 
cheer  on  life's  long  banquet  table.  But  there  are  fundamental 
truths,  there  are  pronouncements  of  immortal  principles,  there 
are  guiding  thoughts  by  master  minds  mixed  with  the  beauti- 
ful sentiments,  as  essential  in  true  government  as  are  the  iron 
girders  in  a  building  that  is  to  endure.  These  cannot  be  too 
carefully  preserved,  for  the  extent  to  which  they  are  recognized 
and  observed  by  the  people  will  be  America's  future  measure  of 
greatness  and  safety.) 
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Address  of  Charles  F.  Greenwood. 

Mr.  Toastmaster  and  Gentlemen:  My  name  occurs  on 
the  program  as  one  of  the  last  speakers.  Why  it  is  that  I  am 
called  first  I  do  not  know,  unless  it  be  out  of  respect  to  the 
Scriptural  statement  that  "The  first  shall  be  last  and  the  last 
shall  be  first."  As  a  native  Texan,  my  heart  is  made  to  re- 
joice in  seeing  this  great  body  of  representative  citizens  from 
all  walks  of  life  present,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  tribute  to 
one  of  the  noblest  men  ever  born  on  Texas  soil. 

This  assembly  of  eight  hundred  men,  meeting  together  as  a 
mark  of  confidence  in  and  affection  for  John  H.  Kirby,  is  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  testimonials  ever  paid  a  private  citi- 
zen in  this  or  any  other  commonwealth.  The  old  adage  that 
"A  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country,'* 
has  certainly,  in  this  instance,  been  reversed. 

On  one  page  of  the  program  you  will  observe  a  picture  of 
the  unpretentious  cabin  in  which  John  H.  Kirby  was  born.  As 
a  rule,  great  men  are  not  born  in  palaces.  It  often  happens 
that  they  are  born  under  roofs  of  straw.  From  the  cabins 
of  this  land  have  come  more  genius,  courage  and  brains  than 
from  all  the  gilded  palaces  since  the  beginning  of  time. 

A  little  while  ago,  it  was  my  privilege  to  visit  the  old 
home  of  his  childhood  at  Pea'chtree  Village,  in  Tyler  County 
It  was  interesting  in  many  ways.  I  wandered  amid  the  scenes 
of  his  boyhood.  I  saw  the  hills  and  valleys  over  which  he 
walked,  heard  the  murmuring  streams,  and  gazed  on  the 
beautiful  landscape;  looked  on  the  great  forest,  with  its  many- 
colored  foliage.  I  stood  in  the  solitude  of  this  great  forest, 
where  giant  trees  in  their  majestic  strength  lift  their  lofty 
heads  toward  the  clouds;  the  music  of  wild  birds  filled  the 
air.  It  was  there,  on  a  little  farm,  that  he  learned  the  dignity 
of  labor.  It  was  there,  amid  the  rural  scenes  of  country  life, 
that  his  imagination  was  first  touched.  It  was  there  that  his 
character  was  forming  and  his  genius  developing  for  the  great 
future  that  awaited  his  restless  energy.  There,  at  Peachtree 
Village,  the  unquenchable  fires  of  ambition  began  to  burn  in 
his  brain.  It  was  there,  in  a  virgin  forest,  far  removed  from 
cities,  from  skyscrapers,  from  the  busy  marts  of  trade  and  the 
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great   congested   centers   of   commerce   and   business,    with   his 
heart  beating  like  a  drum,  that  he  caught  inspiration  from  his 
environments    and    began    his    remarkable    career.      From    that 
time  on  his  progress  has  been  onward  and  upward.     His  life 
has  been  guided  by  principle,  and  consideration  for  the   rights 
and  happiness  of  others.     He  has  walked  the  highway  of  right. 
He    has    never    bartered    away    his    manhood    for    money    or 
power.      He    has    never   bent    the    coward's    knee    that    "thrift 
might  follow  fawning."    Whether  on  the  mountain  top  of  suc- 
cess or  in  the  deep  valley  of  sore  distress,  he  has  been  sincere, 
valiant  and  true.     His  every  heart  throb  and  pulse  beat  have 
been  in  harmony  with  the  glory  and  honor  of  his  country.     He 
is  a  statesman  of  the  old  school.     He  understands  and  knows 
how    to    value   the    philosophy    of   this    Government.      He    is    a 
patriot,  and  knowing  him  in  the  most  intimate  relation,  I  have 
no    hesitancy    in    declaring    that    if    emergency    demanded,    he 
would   give   up   both   life   and   fortune    for   the   preservation   of 
our   free  institutions.     He  is   in  love  with  life,   and  as  an  op- 
timist, enjoys  its  blessings  and  opportunities.      He  is  not  self- 
centered.     In  his  great,  cheerful  and  noble  nature  there  is  no 
element   of  the   selfish  or   sordid.     His   life   is   one   of   service. 
His   very   life   has   made   men   stronger,   better   and   more   self- 
reliant.     He  loves  his   fellowmen,  and  takes  an  active   interest 
in  their  welfare.     He  has  lifted  many  a  burden  from  the  weary 
and  distressed,  but  he  never  proclaimed  it  from  the  housetops. 
From   his   great,    tender   and   joyous   heart   there   has    radiated 
a    stream    of    sunshine,   joy    and    hope    into    the    lives    of    men, 
women    and    children.      He    is    as    many-sided    "as    clouds    are 
many-formed,"   and   is   at   home   in   any   company.      The   world 
is  better  and  men  are  stronger  because  of  his  example.     I  wish 
every   struggling  boy,   beating   against   the   waves   of   adversity, 
knew  his  life  story.     If  it  is  ever  written,  it  will  not  only  read 
like  a  romance,  but  it  will  be  an  inspiration  to  every  youth  who 
aspires    to    a    great    life    of    usefulness.      In    behalf    of    all    his 
friends  we  drink  this  little  toast  to  his  health ! 

"Here's  hoping  that  you  may  live  a  hundred  happy  years, 
and  that  we  may  live  a  hundred  years  less  one  day,  for  we 
don't  care  to  live  any  longer  when  you  have  passed  away." 
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Tribute  of  Ex-Governor  W.  P.  Hobby. 

"I  count  it  a  privilege  to  be  here  when  we  pass  a  milestone 
in  the  journey  of  him  who  has  always  been  a  friend  to  me, 
and  from  the  time  I  was  an  office  boy  working  in  his  office 
has  often  been  an  inspiration  to  me.  We  are  here  to  scatter 
sunshine  and  it  makes  this  life  worth  living  to  think  of  the 
sunshine  that  is  thrown  into  it  as  we  pass  along;  and  not  only 
that,  but  there  is  some  moonshine  too.  When  we  read  astron- 
omy we  learn  that  Mars  has  five  moons  and  the  earth  has  one, 
but  Judge  Hutcheson  has  just  assured  us  that  in  spite  of  the 
preponderence  of  Mars,  there  is  more  moonshine  here. 
(Laughter.) 

"  My  friends,  when  the  Red  Roosters  honor  John  Henry 
Kirby,  they  honor  Texas,  and  whether  we  breathe  the  air  of 
the  cotton  fields  that  make  the  black  land  belt  white,  or  draw 
in  the  ozone  from  the  cactus  and  the  cattle  plains  all  the  way 
to  El  Paso,  whether  we  are  fanned  by  the  scarlet  winds  of 
the  Panhandle,  or  parked  along  the  violet  clad  hills  by  the 
Brazos  and  the  Colorado,  whether  we  are  lulled  by  the  zephyrs 
that  sweep  down  from  the  pine  trees  of  John  Henry  Kirby's 
native  home,  or  washed  by  the  waves  that  swell  upon  the  shores 
of  our  own  gulf,  it  is  Texas  just  the  same,  here,  there  and 
everywhere.      (Applause). 

"My  friends,  in  that  spirit  and  in  the  name  of  her  native 
sons  and  daughters  who  are  proud  of  him  I  rejoice  in  this  oc- 
casion and  I  rejoice  because  of  its  inspiration.  I  have  been 
requested  by  the  Toastmaster  to  read  a  tribute  from  the  pen 
of  an  accomplished  writer,  Austin  Callan  of  Fort  Worth,  a 
friend   of   him   we   love. 

(The  tribute  appears  elsewhere  with  the  signature  of  those 
at  the  banquet  who  endorsed  the  sentiment.) 

S     ^r     "8 

"To  Texas'  First  Citizen." 
John  T.  Scott. 

Mr.  Toastmaster,  when  I  received  your  letter  the  other 
day  inviting  me  to  be  present  this  evening,  also  asking  me  to 
take   part   on   the   program,    I     found    myself    shortly    rather 
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overwhelmed  with  conflicting  emotion  and  feeling  in  this.  I 
knew  of  course  there  would  be  those  here  tonight  who  would 
be  on  this  program,  who  would  be  better  prepared  to  entertain 
this  large  company  of  guests  than  would  I,  and  I  really  felt 
that  perhaps  I  ought  to  give  my  five  minutes,  or  four  minutes, 
to  some  of  those;  but  on  the  other  hand  I  felt — no  I  didn't 
feel,  I  knew,  that  not  one  here  had  a  higher  regard,  a  higher 
love  for  my  good  friend  Mr.  Kirby  than  I  and  I  was  rather 
overcome  with  a  selfish  desire  to  be  here  and  take  part  in  this 
wonderful  incident  and  gathering  here  tonight.  I  want  to  say 
that  this  kind  of  a  meeting  in  this  particular  instance  has  my 
hearty  approval.  I  think  it  is  all  right  after  our  dear  ones 
have  passed  'over  the  river'  to  gather  around  the  home  and  say 
beautiful  words  and  strew  beautiful  flowers  over  the  grave 
as  he  is  laid  to  rest.  But  is  it  not  better,  my  friends,  to  gather 
as  we  have  here  tonight,  while  this  good  friend  is  in  the  vigor 
of  manhood  and  here  to  tell  him  some  of  the  things  we  know 
about  his  future  and  about  his  past?  I  say  future  because 
his  future  will  be  even  greater  than  has  been  his  past.  (Ap- 
plause). I  have  known  this  good  man  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  long  before  he  came  to  Houston;  years  before  that  his 
name  already  had  become  a  household  word  out  in  that  good 
old  East  Texas  section.  Soon  after  he  arrived  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  making  his  acquaintance  and  from  year  to  year 
that  acquaintance  broadened  and  our  friendship  also  widened. 
I  want  to  say  with  all  candor,  frankness  and  truth,  that  of  all 
of  the  men  that  I  have  known during  these  years  there  is  none 
whom  I  regard  more  highly  and  love  more  dearly  than  my 
good  friend  John. Henry.     (Applause.) 

Kirby  is  a  man , ,  that  :cai e£  but',  'little  ] .  >itf'j  anything,  for  the 
plaudits  of  men,  but  upon  an'  oceasiorn  like  this  when  we  all 
speak  from  the  depth  of  our  hearts  and  tell  in  his  hearing 
of  his  wonderful  love,  he  is  but  human,  and  being  human  I 
know  that  he  will  appreciate  it.  He  is  a  man  that  has  al- 
ways stood  for  the  right.  If  there  is  a  man  in  this  country 
that  can  point  to  anything  in  Mr.  Kirby's  life  or  career,  any 
transaction  and  say  that  'that  was  not  absolutely  straight,'  I 
have  yet  to  hear  it.     (Applause.) 
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His  life  has  been  an  inspiration  to  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  young  men.  I  remember  many,  many  times,  when  it 
looked  as  though  life  was  a  hard  struggle,  in  my  own  case, 
when  I  can  remember  and  think  of  friend  Henry  Kirby,  al- 
ways optimistic,  always  with  a  smile  on  his  face,  always  ex- 
tending a  hand  of  help  and  welcome  to  every  acquaintance 
and  friend.  It  was  rather  an  inspiration  to  me.  I  was  usually 
able  to  catch  hold  and  take  a  fresh  start.  I  believe  that  I  can 
say,  and  you  all  know,  that  there  has  not  been  a  needy  person 
who  ever  approached  Mr.  Kirby  but  with  whom  he  was  will- 
ing to  divide  his  last  dollar,  if  need  be.     (Applause.) 

He  has  given  more  freely  of  his  means  than  any  man  who 
has  ever  lived,  or  is  living,  in  Texas  today.  (Applause.)  As  I 
say,  his  life  has  been  an  inspiration.  He  always  has  been 
ready  and  willing  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  young 
men  coming  up,  and  also  to  the  friends  who  needed  assistance. 
In  that  way,  not  expecting  any  reward,  but  just  doing  it  for 
love's  sake  as  he  saw  it,  he  has  endeared  himself  to  those  peo- 
ple not  only  in  Houston  and  in  East  Texas,  but  throughout 
the  entire  length  and  breadth  of  the  state  as  perhaps  has  no 
•other  man  in  the  history  of  our  time.  I  could  think  of  a  great 
many  other  things  to  say,  my  friends,  but  I  do  not  want 
to  encroach  on  somebody  else's  time.  I  have  already  promised 
one  other  speaker  one  minute  of  mine  so  I  am  not  going  to 
detain  you  longer.  You  all  know  Mr.  Kirby  as  well  as  I  do. 
There  is  nothing  I  can  say  but  what'  you  already  know. 
In  the  twenty  years  -that  I  have  known  him  intimately  I  have 
been  in  rather,  a  position  to  know  him  likeably. '  I  have  had  a 
great  many  dealings  with  Mr.  Kirby  and  his  word  was  always 
as  good  as  any  bond.  {Applause'.)  .  I  have  observed  the  man 
during  the  days  of  prosperity  and  I  have  also  observed  him 
during  the  hours  of  apparent  adversity,  but  he  was  always  that 
same  optimistic,  smiling,  God  fearing  man,  that  he  is  and  he 
always  came  through  as  they  all  will  if  they  just  stick  by  those 
principles ;  and  here  he  is  tonight.  We  are  here  to  honor  him, 
not  because  perchance  he  has  been  prosperous  at  all,  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  for  what  he  has  done  and  what  he 
will  be  able  to  do  as  the  years  come  and  go.     As  a  concluding 


John  Henry  Kirby  [  23 

remark  may  I  not  say  to  our  dear  friend  in  the  language  of 
the  immortal  Rip  Van  Winkle  "May  you,  John  Henry,  live 
long  and  prosper."     (Applause.) 

V    "8     ^ 

Hon.  R.  B.  Creager,  Republican  National 
Committeeman  of  Texas. 

We  should  be  thankful  for  the  limitation  as  to  length  of  our 
speeches  which  the  committee  in  charge  of  this  splendid  en- 
tertainment has  wisely  imposed.  Though  I  must  admit  that 
the  eloquence  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  causes 
regret  that  we  could  not  hear  them  longer. 

As  for  me,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  know  that  this  bar  to  lengthy 
addresses  prevents  all  danger  of  one's  falling  into  the  predica- 
ment of  the  long-winded  and  tiresome  preacher  who  announced 
that  there  would  be  a  meeting  of  the  board  immediately  after 
the  services.  Following  the  benediction,  the  trustees  remained, 
and  a  stranger  as  well. 

As  confidential  matters  were  to  be  discussed,  the  minister 
said  to  the  stranger,  "My  friend,  I  invited  only  the  board  to 
remain.  Is  there  anything  I  can  do  for  you?"  "I  hope  so," 
replied  the  stranger,  "no  one  in  your  whole  congregation  was 
more  bored  than  I." 

This  calls  to  mind  the  criticism  once  directed  by  a  dis- 
tinguished jurist  of  this  State  at  a  rather  lengthy  speech  I  had 
just  made  and  of  which  I  was  rather  proud.  "I  will  say  this 
about  that  speech,"  he  said,  "a  smart  man  would  have  delivered 
it  in  half  the  time,  and  a  very  smart  man  would  not  have  de- 
livered it  at  all." 

It  is  a  sincere  pleasure,  Mr.  Toastmaster,  to  be  privileged 
to  say  a  few  words  to  this  distinguished  gathering  in  ap- 
preciation of  the  honor  guest  of  the  evening. 

In  this  day  of  doubt  and  uncertainty ;  with  social  and 
political  conditions  changing  with  a  rapidity  never  known  be- 
fore in  the  world's  history ;  with  ignorant  and  unworthy  men, 
impractical  theorists  and  blatent  demagogues  advanced  to 
places  of  power  and  influence  largely  through  the  workings  of 
unfortunate  direct  primary  laws;  with  misguided  men  in  vio- 
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lation  of  the  most  sacred  principles  upon  which  this  govern- 
ment is  founded,  seeking  to  arouse  religious  and  racial  pas- 
sions and  prejudices  and  to  divide  our  citizenship  into  groups 
and   classes — 

With  every  class  of  agitator  and  vendor  of  political  nos- 
trums, from  silly  sentimentalists  to  Red  Radicals  preaching 
their  dangerous  doctrines  from  the  housetops — 

It  is  in  such  a  period  of  confusion,  of  questioning  of  funda- 
mentals, and  of  fear,  that  the  inestimable  value  to  his  time 
and  generation  of  such  a  man  as  John  H.  Kirby  is  greatest 
and  most  to  be  appreciated. 

It  is  not  as  the  great  business  captain  and  successful  builder 
of  worthy  and  useful  enterprises  that  we  value  and  honor 
him    most. 

It  is  not  that  he  has  made  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where 
only  one  had  grown  before — that  he  has  brought  wealth  and 
prosperity  to  his  city  and  section  and  to  thousands  of  those 
associated  with  him. 

It  is  not  for  his  surpassing  qualities  of  generosity  and 
fairness,  and  his  lovable  nature  that  binds  his  friends  with 
bands   of   steel. 

For  all  these  things  we  respect  him,  we  honor  him  and  we 
love  him,  but  to  my  mind,  it  is  a  far  bigger  and  rarer  gift 
that  makes  of  John  H.  Kirby  the  outstanding  figure  in  State 
and  Nation  he  is  today. 

In  times  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  such  as  these,  when 
turmoil  and  discord,  and  danger  threaten  our  institutions, 
none  to  see  through  the  fog  and  point  the  way  more  clearly 
than  he — safe  and  sane  and  utterly  sensible — a  student  of  his- 
tory and  of  governmental  affairs — with  ability  to  impart  his 
knowledge  and  convince  his  hearers  —  confidently  optimistic 
as  to  the  future  of  our  institutions,  he  has  an  abiding  faith 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the  greatest  charter 
of  human  liberty  ever  produced  by  the  brain  of  man. 

Arguing  on  all  occasions  with  his  unanswerable  logic  the 
fundamental  soundness  of  our  basic  law — showing  clearly  the 
fallacy   and   the   danger  that   lie   in   the   preachments   of   those 
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theorists  who  would  abandon  the  ancient  land-marks  and  lead 
us  by  new  and  untried  paths,  John  H.  Kirby  is  rendering  a 
service  to  his  country,  and  to  the  cause  of  free  government 
but    faintly    realized    and    appreciated    by    his    contemporaries. 

I  am  proud  to  call  this  man  my  friend. 

It  is  because  of  him  and  his  like  that  my  faith  in  the  fu- 
ture of  my  country  is  undimmed,  and  I  can  have  confidence 
that  the  heritage  of  free  government  left  to  us  by  the  fathers 
will  pass  to  our  children  and  our  children's  children,  untar- 
nished and  growing  in  perfection  with  the  passing  years. 

It  is  because  of  him  and  his  like  that  I  can  view  the  future 
with  clear-eyed  optimism. 

In  the  language  of  some  unknown  author :  "Despite  the 
fact  that  murkey  clouds  are  hovering  ominously  on  all  hori- 
zons, and  long-haired  gents  with  dirty  finger-nails  argue  inter- 
nationalism over  poor  food  in  smelly  restaurants,  and  gibe  at 
Christ,  and  capital  and  marriage,  and  other  fundamentals 
of  civilization,  I  still  believe  in  soap  and  hot  water,  the  Re- 
publican party,  fat  babies,  privately  reared;  and  purgative 
qualities  of  castor  oil  and  the  rule  of  a  well-directed  ma- 
jority. 

And  in  conclusion,  I  heartily  endorse  the  epigram  of  that 
malefactor  of  great  wealth,  the  elder  Morgan,  who  said :  "Any 
man   who    sells    the   United    States    short    is    a   damned    fool !" 

?>     "8     S 

Gen.  Jacob  F.  Wolters  of  Houston. 

"Gentlemen:  The  life  of  John  Henry  Kirby  impresses  one 
as  a  romance  not  created  as  a  figment  of  imagination,  but 
stern,  real  facts.  It  requires  no  unusual  eloquence  to  picture 
it,  nor  the  talent  of  a  fluent  writer  to  magnify  it.  Perhaps 
sometime  a  great  American  novel  will  be  written  which  will 
give  us  an  exact  portrayal  of  facts  incident  to  the  life  of  such 
an  American  as  John  Henry  Kirby.  (Applause.)  It  is  al- 
ways interesting  to  trace  effect  back  to  the  cause.  The  why  of 
a  man's  achievements  or  his  success  or  the  wonders  that  he 
has  performed.     In  this   instance   of   course  it   is   fundamental 
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that  John  Henry  Kirby  is  the  product  of  a  generation  of 
thoroughbreds  and  a  thoroughbred  himself,  for  without  that 
he  could  not  have  won  in  the  gigantic  struggle  that  was  his 
to  achieve  success.  But  there  is  another  thought  that  comes 
to  me  as  to  why  this  man's  character  was  so  developed  as  to 
enable  him  to  do  the  things  that  we  all  know  he  has  ac- 
complished. Particularly  so  is  it  impressing  because  of  the 
unfortunate  condition  that  confronts  the  children  of  Europe 
today.  John  Henry  Kirby  first  beheld  the  light  of  day  in 
that  period  when  the  political  forces  of  the  states  were  un- 
erringly headed  towards  that  great  fratracidal  strife  that  began 
at  Fort  Sumpter  and  ended  at  Appamattox.  The  end  of  the 
war  between  the  states  found  him  a  lusty  youngster  out  on  a 
farm  on  the  Neches  in  East  Texas.  No  one  has  told  me,  no 
one  need  tell  me,  that  in  the  Kirby  home  in  the  piney  woods  at 
the  termination  of  that  struggle  there  was  poverty,  there  was 
distress,  for  that  was  the  common  lot  of  all  of  our  people  of 
East  and  South  and  Central  Texas  of  that  period.  In  that 
decade  following,  John  Henry  Kirby  developed  from  the 
lusty  youngster  of  seven  or  eight  to  the  threshold  of  young 
manhood.  It  was  a  time  when  poverty  and  need  pinched, 
when  every  hand  that  was  able  to  toil  was  needed  to  help  to 
fill  the  larder  in  order  that  the  loved  ones  in  the  home  might 
keep  existing.  It  was  a  period  of  time  when  in  that  section 
there  were  no  luxuries,  there  were  only  the  dire  necessities 
that  keep  soul  and  body  together  obtainable  by  the  hardest  of  la- 
bor, the  hardest  of  toil.  Under  those  conditions  without  re- 
viewing all  of  the  harrowing  details  of  that  period,  for  all  of 
us  would  prefer  to  draw  a  curtain  over  it  forever,  John  Henry 
Kirby  developed  and  grew.  Not  only  did  he  develop  industry 
and  frugality,  not  only  was  his  character  of  dependability  de- 
veloped, but  under  the  political  conditions  that  existed  at  that 
time  there  was  impressed  upon  him,  as  it  was  on  the  manhood 
and  the  youth  of  this  section,  the  absolute  necessity  of  adhering 
to,  and  standing  by,  not  only  the  Constitution,  but  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  Government,  Federal  and  State. 
(Applause.)  In  touching  the  high  places  of  this  man's  life 
I  must  add  that  he  was  a  very  human  boy,  a  very  human 
young  man.     Although  there  was  no  wealth  in  East  Texas  at 
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that  time,  there  were  social  affairs  aplenty.     John  Kirby  was 
the  beau  brummell  of  every  dance  in  Tyler  County.     He  was 
the   chevalier  of  every  Virginia  Reel  and  his  voice   more  im- 
pressive than  any  other,  could  shout  the  evolutions  of  the  old 
square  dance.     He  was  the  admired  and  the  envied  of  every  negro 
on   the   Neches   by   reason   of   the   fact   that   he   could   make   a 
Jews   Harp   so   twang  that   it   caused   every   foot   in   the   piney 
woods  to  shuffle  the  old  time  jig.      (Applause.)      He  was  the 
hero  of  every  old  fiddlers'  contest  and  in  every  game  of  'seven 
up'  he  could  turn  'jacks'  for  trumps  in  every  deal.     He  could 
make   two   deuces   win — an   attribute   which   with   age   has   not 
left  him.     He  attended  the  camp  meetings  that  were  held  with 
God's   sod  as  the   floor  and  the  pine   trees  as   a   roof  and  his 
voice  led  all  others  in  the  songs  of  old-time  religion  which  'if 
good  enough  for  Pa  and   Si  was  good  enough  for  John.'     He 
emerged    from   that   period   of   life   with   a   law   license    in   his 
pocket  and  started  out  at  one  period  towards  politics.     Bronson 
Cooper,  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  took  him  to  Austin  where 
he  was  elected  to  a  clerkship  in  the  Senate.     His  picture  still 
graces   the   walls   of   the   Senate   Chamber.      But   three   months 
close  up  to  the  politicians   was   enough   for  John   Henry.     He 
quit  them  cold  and  went  back  and  built  a  railroad.     How  and 
with  what  no  man  has  ever  been  able  to  ascertain.     (Applause.) 
Not  being  able  to   sell  the  railroad  he  turned  his  attention  to 
pine  trees.     He  got  options  on  a  few  and  went  to  New  York. 
A   New   York   banker   knew   that   he   was   coming,   and   asked 
Mr.    Young,    a    friend    from    East    Texas,    "do   you    know    this 
young  fellow  Kirby?     He  is   coming  to  see  me."     The   friend 
said   "yes,   sir."     The   banker   said :   "what  has   he   got."     The 
reply  was :  "I  don't  know  what  he  has  got  in  the  way  of  money 
but  he  has  got  a  smile  that  is  worth  a  million  dollars."     (Ap- 
plause.)      The    banker    told    Mr.    Young    afterwards:    "That 
young  fellow  Kirby  smiled  me  out  of  a  million."     (Applause.) 
Gentlemen     praise    the    achievement    of    John    Henry  Kirby, 
they    praise    his    stalwart    patriotism    and    his    philanthropy.      I 
join  in  all  that,  but  that  I   think  which  stands  out  most  con- 
spicuously in  this  man's  life  is  this :     Many  men  started  with 
poverty    and    achieved    riches    and    success ;    many    men    went 
from  humble  stations  in  life  to  the  highest  pinnacles  of  fame 
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in  our  great  nation;  but  few  men  have  climbed  the  ladder  of 
success,  retaining  the  same  human  touch  that  distinguished 
the  boy  before  he  achieved  success.  (Applause.)  Therefore  I 
salute  John  Henry  Kirby,  not  the  millionaire,  not  the  indus- 
trialist, not  the  patriot  and  the  philanthropist,  but  John  Henry 
Kirby,  the  same  old  good  scout  that  he  always  was  and  is. 
(Applause.) 

S    ^    ^ 

Col.  Louis  J.  Wortham. 

"Many  men,  especially  so  on  this  new  continent  where  sturdy 
men  have  initiated  and  achieved  momentous  things,  began  life  in 
poverty,  attained  riches  in  mid-life,  and  deserved  and  held  them 
to  the  end  of  the  struggle.  However,  it  is  given  to  but  few  men 
to  climb  the  ladder  of  success  with  the  flag  of  victory  ever  in 
hand,  and  to  hold  always  to  those  simple  attributes  of  charao 
ter  which,  rounded  to  the  fullest  measure,  emphasize  the  at- 
tainment of  nobility.  I  salute  John  Henry  Kirby,  not  the  mill- 
ionaire, not  the  great  captain  of  industry,  not  the  patriot  and  the 
philanthropist,  but  John  Kirby,  "the  same  good  old  scout," 
that  his  friends  take  the  liberty  of  calling  him,  with  no  conceal- 
ment of  the  caress  that  accompanies  the  designation.  (Here  the 
speaker  was  interrupted  by  the  Toastmaster,  who  made  some 
facetious  remarks  referring  to  Mr.  Wortham  as  the  agent  of 
the  Drys  in  North  Texas.)  Whereupon  Mr.  Wortham,  re- 
suming, said : 

I  am  not  the  honoree.  Men  of  Texas  and  America,  it  would 
be  trite  to  say  I  am  glad  to  be  with  you.  I  am  particularly  de- 
lighted to  have  been  preceeded  by  my  favorite  Republican,  the 
gentleman,  who  sits  upon  my  left,  Mr.  Creager,  and  by  my  best 
and  most  successful  friend  in  the  prohibition  cause,  Colonel 
Jake  Wolters.  Under  other  circumstances  I  should  be  at  a  loss 
to  proceed.  However,  I  take  my  chances  and  dare  the  worst.  I 
think  those  of  you  of  intelligence,  and  there  are  a  few  such,  will 
understand  the  poor  observations  that  shall  follow. 

This  man,  whom  we  delight  to  honor  on  this  occasion,  is  one 
of  the  rarest  and  best  men  I  have  known  in  Texas,  or  out  of  it. 
In  my  long  career  I  have  come  in  contact  with  many  men  who 
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deserve  to  be  called  great  by  their  fellows,  and,  while  I  have  not 
measured  accurately  their  distinguishing  characteristics  of  real 
greatness,  I  shall  not  apologize  for  the  sentiment  I  have  just  ut- 
tered that  John  Henry  Kirby  is  the  rarest  and  best  of  men,  in 
the  proper  sense  of  those  adjectives,  I  yet  have  known. 

This  man  has  met  "with  triumph  and  disaster"  and  treated 
both  those  imposters  in  the  same  way.  If  I  might  have  recourse 
to  a  favorite  diversion,  sometimes  indulged  between  gentlemen 
and  adventurers  in  hazzard,  I  could  say  that  which  most  of  you 
know,  that  he  can  rake  down  the  most  plethoric  pot  without  ela- 
tion over  the  defeat  of  an  adversary ;  or  lose  to  that  adversary 
with  a  smile  which  conceals  a  bleeding  heart  and  shattered  hope. 

I  am  admonished  by  a  watchful  Toastmaster  not  to  get  fun- 
ny, and  not  to  exceed  the  time  allotted.  On  the  silvered  wrap- 
per that  enclosed  your  after-dinner  cigar,  we  have  the  key  to 
John  Kirby's  buoyant  nature,  as  well  as  to  his  success,  and  to 
the  things  that  most  distinguish  him  amongst  his  fellows :  "A  si- 
lent and  soothing  toast  to  John  Henry  Kirby,  the  PEACH 
TREE  poet  and  philosopher.  The  song  of  the  ages  in  the  heart 
of  a  child/' 

I  cannot  conclude  these  remarks  without  referring  to  this 
man's  contributions  to  a  belated  statesmanship  of  tremendous 
importance  at  this  hour  of  economic  reawakening.  He  has 
dared  sound  the  warning  that,  sooner  or  later,  our  section  of 
this  republic  must  insist  that  federal  protection  to  raw  mate- 
rials, which  enter  into  our  commerce,  be  accorded  equal  benefac- 
tions with  the  finished  commodities.  If,  in  the  fullness  of  time, 
the  Southern  states,  which  provide  raw  materials,  will  insist  on 
government  protection  as  stoutly  as  the  New  England  states 
now  insist  on  free  trade,  there  will  come  about  an  even  and  sym- 
metrical development  of  the  nation.  Then,  indeed,  will  that 
hour  arrive  when  the  United  States,  the  wealthiest  of  all  the  na- 
tions, will  lead  and  can  finance  them  all.  Sure  it  is,  after  all,  in 
the  philosophy  and  wisdom  of  government,  the  free-trader  and 
protectionist  must  lie  down  together,  and  become  reconciled  to 
that  companionship  which  is  ever  the  result  of  equal  burdens, 
equal  joys  and  equal  benefactions.  Therefore,  I  do  not  hesitate 
the  statement  that  the  justest  theory  of  tariff  is  not  in  "Tariff 
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for  Revenue  only/'  but  in  that  protection  which  will  foster  the 
infant  industry,  while  refusing  subsidies,  or  government  aid,  to 
those  industries  when  strong  enough  to  stand  alone. 


^     ^ 


Tribute  by  Joseph  C.  Hutcheson,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Dist.  Judge. 

Mr.  Toastmaster,  Mr.  Kirby,  men  of  Houston  and  of 
Texas :  When  I  follow  a  man  with  a  voice  like  the  Bull  of 
Bashan  such  as  Colonel  Wolters  has,  I  am  always  encouraged 
when  I  remember  the  words  of  Scripture.  I  have  not  read  it 
recently  enough  to  quote  exactly,  but  then  I  am  not  a  funda- 
mentalist, so  I  don't  have  to  quote  exactly. 

You  remember  the  incident  where  the  prophet  of  the  Lord 
was  out  in  the  wilderness  waiting  for  the  voice  of  the  Lord; 
he  was  out  waiting  for  His  message  to  him  of  courage  and 
good  cheer,  and  there  came  a  storm  and  all  kinds  of  great  and 
roaring  noises,  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  storm,  nor  in  the 
noise.  And  then  there  came  a  still,  small  voice,  and  there  was 
the  message  and  the  promise;  there  was  the  voice  of  the  Lord. 
(Applause.) 

And  so  when  with  the  epiglottis  and  the  larynx  which  the 
Lord  has  given  me,  and  which  I  have  not  improved,  I  have  to 
follow  big  voiced,  bell  mouthed  men  like  Jake  Wolters  and 
John  Bonner,  I  draw  great  encouragement  from  the  thought 
that  wisdom,  the  perfection  of  wisdom,  lies  not  in  a  great 
noise,  but  in  the  still,  small  voice.      (Applause.) 

It  is  a  most  sincere  pleasure  to  me  to  speak  on  this  occa- 
sion in  honor  of  Mr.  Kirby  because  I  am  very  atavistic  in  my 
temperament,  and  I  hold  those  friends  most  dear  who  were 
my  father's  friends,  and  now  that  age  has  reached  him  and 
struck  him  down  from  the  high  place  of  activity  and  achieve- 
ment which  he  once  held,  and  which  he  still  holds  in  the  esti- 
mation of  his  friends,  my  heart  feels  for,  my  affection  turns 
to  men  like  John  Henry  Kirby,  who,  when  the  noise  of  battle 
and  the  rallying  cry  of  the  old  Hutcheson  clan  sounded  in  the 
eighties,  stood  by  him  and  fought  for  him,  and  no  man  stood 
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closer  to  him  or  fought  for  him  with  a  more  sincere  purpose, 
or  a  stancher,  truer  heart,  than  John  Henry  Kirby.  (Applause.) 

And  so  I  come,  sir,  a  messenger  to  give  you  the  tribute 
of  affection  from  my  father  and  from  me,  to  bring  back  to 
your  recollection  for  a  brief  moment  old  friends,  old  days, 
old  ways.  I  care  not  what  vistas  may  open  into  the  future 
for  you  and  for  me,  I  will  always  hold  dear,  and  those  of  us 
whose  hearts  ring  true  always  will  hold  dear,  those  vistas 
which  lengthen  out  to  reveal  again  the  glories  and  the  friend- 
ships of  the  past.      (Applause.) 

When  achievement,  when  forward  movement,  when  prog- 
ress of  the  race  is  our  goal,  of  course  we  must  look  forward; 
but  when  those  tender  sentiments  which  play  upon  our  heart- 
strings the  melodies  and  the  music  of  life  are  to  be  aroused, 
we  must  turn  back,  we  must  lift  the  veil  which  obscures  the 
past,  and  with  beating  hearts  and  eyes  suffused,  perhaps, 
strive  to  live  again  its  moving  scenes. 

I  have  come,  then,  Mr.  Kirby,  in  some  part  as  a  messenger 
from  the  past,  but  I  have  also  come  to  say  a  word  about  John 
Henry  Kirby  which  goes  for  the  past,  and  goes  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  will  go  for  the  future. 

Much  has  been  said  about  Mr.  Kirby  as  a  millionaire,  a 
lumber  king,  a  financier,  a  railroad  builder,  an  embryo  poli- 
tician, but  in  my  opinion  those  who  have  spoken  and  those  who 
will  speak,  and  those  who  hereafter  may  write  his  biography 
will  overlook  the  secret  of  his  life,  if  they  fail  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Kirby  stands,  and  will  stand,  greatest  as  a 
great  lawyer. 

Now  you  think  that  by  a  lawyer,  I  mean  a  practitioner, 
a  man  who  knows  how  to  plead  a  case.  I  do  not.  I  am  talk- 
ing about  the  lawyer,  the  man,  the  character  of  man  who  made 
our  enduring  institutions.  I  am  talking  about  the  character  of 
man  whom  Burke,  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  or  more  ago 
was  talking  about,  when  he  prophesized  that  never  would 
America  be  subdued,  that  never  would  America  turn  back  from 
the  course  she  was  then  starting  on;  for  he  said  her  people 
are  trained  to  love  law;  they  are  natural  lawyers;  they  know 
that    government    must    be    government    of    law    or    it    is    no 
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government.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Kirby  is  such  a  man.  He 
knows  that  when  the  word  "law"  is  used,  there  is  not  meant 
some  brainstorm  which  some  set  of  legislators,  ignorant  of 
history,  ignorant  of  age-old  human  nature,  has  written  on  a 
statute  book.  (Applause.)  He  knows  that  law  is  only  truly 
law  when  it  writes  in  permanent  form  the  established  and  ap- 
proved customs  of  a  people,  and  that  legislation  cannot  make 
a  law  which  does  not  have  custom  behind  it.     (Applause.) 

Kirby  is  such  a  lawyer  as  Burke  immortalized  in  moving 
words  when  he  spoke  of  the  American  colonists:  "Such  men 
are  acute,  dexterous,  prompt  in  attack,  ready  in  defense,  full 
of  resources.  In  other  countries  the  people,  more  simple  and 
of  a  less  mercurial  caste,  judge  of  an  ill  principle  in  govern- 
ment only  by  actual  grievance.  Here  they  anticipate  the  evil, 
and  judge  of  the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by  the  badness 
of  the  principle.  They  augur  misgovernment  at  a  distance,  and 
sniff  the  approach  of  tyranny  in  every  tainted  breeze." 

Such  a  man  is  John  Henry  Kirby.  He  does  not  wait  until  he 
sees  our  institutions  uprooted  before  he  springs  to  their  de- 
fense. He  does  not  wait  until  the  desperate  war  cry  has 
sounded,  and  men  who  stand  for  good  government,  with  backs 
to  the  wall,  have  had  to  rally  in  their  last  defenses.  He  knows 
that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty  now,  as  always. 
He  sniffs  the  approach  of  tyranny  in  every  tainted  breeze.  He 
insists  upon  respect  for,  and  observance  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  before  that  Constitution  and  these  laws  have 
lost  their  force  through  undermining.  He  is  a  great  business 
man,  a  great  patriot,  a  great  administrator,  because  he  is  a 
great  lawyer,  and  knows  therefore,  that  if  you  wait  to  test  a 
bad  principle  by  its  results,  you  have  waited  too  long.  He 
tests  a  principle  by  its  inherent  badness.  He  augurs  misgov- 
ernment from  a  distance,  and  when  he  sees,  as  we  are  seeing 
now,  the  tendency  of  groups  or  organized  minorities,  I  don't 
care  what  kind  of  groups  they  are  or  call  themselves,  whether 
labor  or  klan,  or  churches,  or  farmer,  or  what  they  are, 
undertaking  to  run  this  government  for  a  group,  by  a  group  and 
of  a  group,  it  does  not  make  any  difference  how  apparently 
good  the  results  of  these  new  theories  may  temporarily  appear 
to  be,  he  declares  that  the  foundations  of  the  government  are 
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assailed,  for  he  knows  that  when  this  government  ceases  to  be 
of  all  the  people,  by  all  the  people,  and  for  all  the  people,  it  is 
no  longer  an  American  government.     (Applause.) 

Ask  me  about  Americanism  and  who  is  an  American?  I 
will  tell  you  who  is  an  American.  That  man  is  an  American 
who  prefers  hard  liberty,  to  the  easy  yoke  of  servitude,  who 
believes  like  John  Henry  Kirby  does,  in  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  government,  tested  and  tried  as  they  have  been. 
Who  knows,  as  John  Henry  Kirby  does,  that  whenever  this 
government  becomes  a  government  by,  of  or  for  Mr.  Gompers, 
or  by,  of  or  for  Mr.  Anybody  else,  it  is  not  a  government 
of  the  American  people. 

Now  mind  you,  I  have  always  been  a  friend  of  Union 
labor;  I  have  always  been  a  friend  of  churches,  a  friend  of 
the  Baptist,  the  Catholic,  the  Jewish  and  all  other  churches ;  a 
friend  of  almost  anybody  who  tries  to  do  right;  but  whenever 
anybody  or  any  group,  sect,  or  class  of  people  seek  through 
organized  minorities,  to  become  the  government,  America  is 
gone,  and  we  know  it,  and  I,  and  John  Henry  Kirby,  and  all 
you  good  Americans  here  and  elsewhere  are  pledged  eternally 
against  them.     (Applause) 

A  voice:    Three  cheers  for  Hutcheson.     (Three  cheers) 

Br    V    £• 

Ex-Congressman  Robert  L.  Henry. 

Mr.  Toastmaster,  and  Gentlemen:  It  has  been  my  privi- 
lege to  participate  in  birthday  occasions  given  in  honor  of 
some  great  Americans.  While  not  yet  old,  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  being  present  when  Edwin  Booth  was  honored, 
and  Joseph  Jefferson,  and  afterward,  Joseph  G.  Cannon,  and 
then  the  Hon.  Champ  Clark,  and  afterwards,  the  Hon.  Oscar 
W.  Underwood.  I  have  participated  in  occasions  when  paying 
tribute  to  Edward  Douglass  White,  of  Louisiana,  once  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  and  William 
Howard  Taft,  and  after  that  honoring  Woodrow  Wilson.  (Ap- 
plause.)    And  I  was  also  present  when  we  were  honoring  that 
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great  American  of  all  ages  and  of  all  times,  Theodore  Roose- 
velt.    (Applause.) 

When  I  think  of  those  occasions,  which  were  pleasant  and 
glorious  to  me,  I  now  realize  that  we  were  not  paying  tribute 
to  any  greater  American  than  to  my  old  classmate,  John  Henry 
Kirby.  (Applause.)  My  tribute  shall  be  brief.  I  shall  not  un- 
dertake to  indulge  in  fulsome  flattery,  or  oratorical  flourishes. 
In  the  early  days,  I  knew  him  in  the  old  Southwestern  Uni- 
versity at  Georgetown.  We  were  boys  together  there,  and 
when  I  met  him,  we  became  acquainted  and  at  once  were 
friends.  We  looked  out  over  this  broad  state,  our  native  land, 
and  then  I  knew  and  realized  what  was  his  vision.  Tonight, 
when  I  appear  in  his  presence,  and  see  the  Chief  officer  of 
the  Federal  Government  here,  the  United  States  District  Judge, 
paying  his  honest  and  just  tribute,  the  President  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bar  Association  also  participating  with  us,  ex-governors, 
ex-representatives  in  Congress,  and  ex-Senators  of  the  United 
States ;  the  great  financiers  of  Texas,  and  the  great  mass  of 
the  Texas  people  and  American  people  represented,  paying 
tribute  to  this  man,  who  then  stood  and  who  now  stands  for 
the  ideals  of  this  country  as  a  great  American  citizen.  I  know 
our  Flag  is  safe  when  we  honor  such  men.    (Applause) 

I  would  not  undertake  to  pay  him  any  unmerited  tribute 
on  this  occasion.  I  look  around  me  tonight  and  see  many 
faces  who  were  with  us  in  our  youth.  We  became  acquainted 
then,  we  loved  our  State — no  one  loved  it  more  than  he — and 
we  realized  that  in  the  years  that  were  out  before  us  that 
the  day  would  come,  and  come  very  soon,  when  Texas  and 
his  fellowmen  would  love  to  honor  him  because  he  had  ac- 
complished great  things  in  this  world. 

My  friends,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  we  can  meet  on 
such  occasions  as  this  and  give  expression  to  the  real  senti- 
ment that  ought  to  reach  throughout  the  country.  This  is  an 
occasion  that  should  not  be  tinctured  or  touched  with  any 
partisan  or  political  views.  And  no  one  would  undertake  to 
utter  any  sentiment  that  would  color  it  with  anything  of  that 
sort,  but  since  we  are  here  and  paying  honor  to  this  great 
Texan,   I   rejoice  to   have  heard  and  to  hear  these  sentiments 
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meaning  that  we  stand  for  universal  education,  for  equal  rights 
and  equal  privileges  to  all  under  the  Constitution,  and  that  we 
are  highly  resolved  never  to  permit  any  organization,  class,  or 
clan  of  men  to  dominate  this  Government  while  the  American 
Flag  floats  over  the  Capitol  at  Washington  City.   (Applause) 

And  I  come  to  pay  my  tribute  as  his  friend  in  the  days 
that  have  gone  and  his  friend  after  he  has  wrought  these  great 
things  for  our  native  State.  I  congratulate  him  that  he  has 
risen  to  this  high  state  among  his  fellowmen,  and  while  we 
are  celebrating  his  birthday,  it  but  marks  an  epoch  in  this  state 
when  the  sentiment  will  pour  forth,  that  the  expressions 
uttered  here  tonight  are  the  expressions  of  Texas,  and  will 
preserve  this  State  and  the  integrity  of  this  Republic.  (Ap- 
plause) 

B"     ?>     tf 

"One  Who  Loves  His  Fellow-Men." 

Rev.  Peter  Gray  Sears,  Rector  of  Christ  Church. 

My  Brother-Men: 

I  am  sure  that  you  will  give  generous  interpretation  to  the 
Toastmaster's  kindly  presentation  of  me.  He  has  spoken  words 
of  gracious  courtesy.  But  you  will  readily  know  that  it  is  not 
because  of  any  association  with  our  honored  guest  of  to-night 
in  his  relations  as  leader  of  large  business  enterprises  or  im- 
portant public  affairs  that  I,  a  minister,  should  have  been  as- 
signed place  as  one  of  the  speakers  on  this  program.  I  am  here 
only  because  of  Mr.  Kirby's  warm  personal  friendship  for  me. 
He  happens  to  be  a  member  of  the  church  and  congregation 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  pastor;  and  I  know  him  only 
as  my  very  dear  friend;  as  such  also  he  knows  me;  and  it  is 
in  such  relationship  only  that  I  come  to  speak  a  word  to  you 
about  him. 

Of  course,  to  speak  in  such  capacity  involves  one  in  real 
embarassment,  and  one  hesitates  to  speak  at  all,  because  friend- 
ship is  a  thing  which  does  not  bear  to  be  much  spoken  about. 
Putting  it  into  words  tends  to  soil  it.    You  will  recall   Shake- 
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speare's  word  regarding  Cordelia — "She  held  her  love  more 
richer  than  her  tongue."  And  yet,  at  such  a  time,  and  in  such 
a  gathering  as  this  of  friends  and  brothers  around  the  family- 
board,  as  it  were,  in  intimate  companionship  and  genial  fel- 
lowship, it  will  not  be  amiss,  perhaps,  for  one  who  has  had 
the  privilege  of  coming  into  close  and  even  sacred  relationship 
with  our  friend  to  speak  out  somewhat  the  'thought  of  his  in- 
most heart'. 

I  have  come  to  know  something  of  Mr.  Kirby  through  the 
years  as  I  have  gone  to  him  from  time  to  time  as  messenger 
and  interpreter  for  the  weak  and  helpless  of  our  fellows,  for 
those  who  have  been  overtaken  and  broken  by  the  misfortunes 
of  life,  and  who  have  fallen  by  life's  roadside.  And  I  have 
seen  something  of  the  working  of  his  great  heart.  Recalling  in- 
stance after  instance  of  masterly  generosity  in  his  glad  and 
never-failing  ministry  of  help  and  relief,  it  is  easy  for  me  to 
look  out  far  beyond  this  scene  here  to-night  and  see  the  grate- 
ful faces  of  little  boys  and  little  girls,  and  of  broken  men,  and 
of  tired  women  aged  and  worn  with  aching  hearts  as  well  as 
bodies, — rising  before  one's  vision  like  a  great  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses,— who  may  not  speak  for  themselves  and  tell  you  what 
they  know;  and  so  it  is  to  me  a  grateful  privilege  indeed  to 
speak  for  them, — and  seeing  the  glow  of  grateful  gladness  in 
their  faces,  to  suggest  to  you  that  feature  of  our  friend's  char- 
acter which  is  best  and  truest  of  all,  and  which  appeals  more 
deeply  and  strongly  to  you  than  all  else  in  the  record  of  his 
life, — viz.,  the  gentle  lovingness  of  a  loving  heart. 

"He  is  a  man  who  really  loves  his  friends", — said  a  man 
to  me  the  other  day  of  Mr.  Kirby.  Yes;  but  more  than  that, 
I  think.  He  counts  his  friends  within  the  sweeping  circumfer- 
ence of  the  whole  of  humanity.  He  really  loves  his  fellow-men. 
He  thinks  and  feels  and  acts  in  the  terms  of  human-beings. 
And,  as  always,  beneath  the  citizen,  beneath  the  statesman,  be- 
neath the  great  lawyer,  beneath  the  great  leader  of  industry, — 
is  the  man;  and  it  is  the  thought  of  his  heart  that  makes  the 
man;  "as  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he". 

It  is  just  that  fact, — the  affectionate  outgoing  of  his  whole 
nature  for  his  fellow-men, — that  gives  the  peculiar  charm  to  his 
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personality.  One  of  you  at  that  table  over  there  a  few  moments 
ago  uttered  in  a  spontaneous  exclamation  of  four  words  the 
truth  of  what  I  am  trying  to  state  to  you, — the  secret  of  his 
wonderful  appeal  to  all  of  us  who  know  him  at  all,— when  you 
cried  out: — "Good  Old  John  Henry!" 

Men  do  not  cry  out  such  things  in  such  enthusiasm  of  spirit 
except  of  men  who  love  their  fellow-men.  It  is  the  touch  of 
real  affection,  of  the  glowing  warmth  of  heart,  that  leads  a  man 
to  go  out  of  himself  to  reach  and  touch  other  hearts,  which 
makes  the  irresistible  appeal  to  other  men.  And  so, — we  give 
to  our  friend  our  love  because  he  himself  is  lovable. 

S     tf     ^ 

Tribute  of  Jack  Dionne  to  John  Henry. 

I  would  have  thought  it  sufficient  honor  for  me  to  have 
been  invited  to  sit  in  this  wonderful  gathering,  and  seen  honor 
done  to  our  honored  guest. 

I  was  doubly  honored  when  invited  to  sit  upon  this  plat- 
form, among  the  biggest  and  best  men  of  Texas,  and  be  privi- 
leged to  add  my  faint  tribute  as  a  part  of  the  program. 

Judge,  then,  how  bowed  down  with  honor  I  must  feel  to 
find  myself  not  once,  but  twice,  on  such  a  program. 

A  while  ago  when  I  rose  to  speak,  and  then  Bob  Cornell 
recognized  Johnnie  Bonner  as  myself,  I  felt  like  the  old  'col- 
ored preacher,  who  found  himself  surrounded  in  another  man's 
melon  patch,  and  seeing  that  there  was  no  chance  of  escape, 
he  dropped  on  his  knees  in  semblance  of  prayer,  and  when 
they  closed  on  him,  he  exclaimed  in  surprise :  "Good  Lawd ! 
It's  gettin  so  nowdays  a  preachah  caint  pick  himself  out  a  quiet 
place  to  pray  in  widout  being  bothered".  I  thought  Bob  Cornell 
and  John  Bonner  might  let  me  alone  on  this  auspicious  oc- 
casion, but  find  that  I  was  wrong. 

I  wish  that  it  were  my  privilege,  and  that  I  possessed  the 
rare  ability  to  do  the  subject  justice,  to  speak  of  John  Henry — 
the  man — the  friend — the  genial,  kindly  gentleman.  But  I  am 
asked — as  the  only  lumberman  on  the  program — to  tell  briefly 
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of  what  John  Henry  has  done  as  a  lumberman,  and  there  are 
other  and  better  men  here  to  tell  the  sweeter  story. 

But  this  I  know — regardless  of  theology,  of  creed,  or  of 
its  lack — I  always  feel  when  I  sit  face  to  face  with  John  Henry, 
that  I  am  in  the  presence  of  a  priest  in  God's  biggest,  and  best, 
and  holiest  church — the  church  of  brotherly  love. 

You  will  note  that  I  am  not  referring  to  our  honored  guest 
as  "Mr.  Kirby",  or  as  "John  H.  Kirby".  I  am  simply  refer- 
ring to  him  as  the  lumbermen  of  the  nation  always  refer  to 
him;  simply  as  "John  Henry".  I  go  to  meetings  of  lumbermen 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  constantly  I  am  asked  the 
question;  "Do  you  know  John  Henry?"  And  the  more  I  come 
to  know  this  man,  the  prouder  I  always  am  to  answer;  "Yes, 
I  know  him".  And  they  always  ask  simply  about  "John  Henry", 
because  the  lumber  industry  knows  no  other  title  is  needed,  be- 
cause this  nation  has  produced,  and  can  produce  but  one  "John 
Henry". 

Thirty  years  ago  John  Henry  reached  out  and  grasped  the 
greatest  timber  empire  in  East  Texas  that  any  one  man  had  ever 
dreamed  of  securing.  And  because  the  lumber  business  was 
NOT  considered  a  thing  of  great  worth  (at  a  time  when  you 
drove  your  wagon  up  to  the  mill  yard  and  loaded  it  full  from 
any  pile  you  wanted  to  for  a  five  dollar  bill),  and  because  tim- 
ber was  not  considered  a  thing  of  great  value,  there  were  men 
who  smiled  at  the  vision  of  John  Henry.  But  they  mostly 
smiled  because  they  could  not  see  the  things  that  John  Henry 
saw,  in  the  days  that  were  to  come. 

And  a  few  years  later,  when  the  low  value  of  lumber,  and 
the  great  weight  of  his  timber  empire,  coupled  with  the  efforts 
of  financial  boll  weevils  to  get  his  timber  "cotton",  brought  him 
and  his  industrial  empire  into  receivership  in  the  courts,  there 
were  many  men  who  laughed  at  the  folly  of  John  Henry. 

But  even  those  who  smiled,  and  who  later  laughed,  mar- 
veled at  the  almost  sublime  courage  of  the  man,  for  through 
all  the  troubles  and  vicissitudes,  when — it  is  said — he  had  to 
let  his  finger  and  toe  nails  grow  long  in  order  that  he  might 
cling  with  more  certain  grasp  to  the  logs  that  were  keeping  his 
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head  above  the  financial  stream,  he  kept  on  accumulating  more 
timber,  and  he  kept  on  smiling — always  smiling. 

Today,  with  his  financial  and  business  troubles  all  behind 
him,  his  industrial  and  timber  empire  free  from  incumbrance, 
he  holds  in  his  grasp  the  most  valuable  empire  of  timber  that 
any  man  has  ever  possessed,  free  from  debt.  Wise  men  from  the 
north  and  east  came  into  this  territory,  bought  timber,  built 
mills,  cut  their  timber,  and  moved  on  to  the  last  great  stand 
in  the  west,  but  not  John  Henry.  With  his  dreams  all  come 
true,  it  will  take  his  great  group  of  mills  twenty  years  to  cut 
the  timber  he  has  remaining;  something  like  four  thousand 
million  feet  of  virgin  trees. 

And  because  I  believe  that  youth  is  a  state  of  the  mind,  and 
not  a  time  of  life,  I  say  to  you  tonight  that  it  is  my  convic- 
tion that  twenty  years  hence,  when  John  Henry  cuts  his  last 
tree,  he  will  probably  be  approaching  MIDDLE  AGE. 

A  man  is  as  old  as  his  doubt. 

But  he's  as  young  as  his  FAITH. 

And  because  this  man  has  gone  through  it  all,  seeing  only 
his  vision  of  what  must  come,  and  never  doubted,  it  seems  to 
me  that  he  is  in  the  greatest  and  best  sense  a  BUILDER.  More 
than  an  empire  builder — more  than  a  builder  of  great  indus- 
trial things.  He  is  a  BUILDER  OF  FAITH  IN  AN  AGE  OF 
DOUBT — and  that  is  the  greatest  thing  that  a  man  can  build. 

I  don't  believe  that  John  Henry  will   ever  die. 

I  don't  think  that  such  a  mind  and  such  a  heart  can  die. 

But  if  the  time  ever  does  come,  when  he  passes  over  the 
river  to  rest  under  the  shade  of  the  trees,  there  can  be  truth- 
fully written  above  the  mound,  these  words: 

"The  man  who  sleeps  here  never  knowingly  gave  to 
any  man  or  woman  a  harsh  word,  or  a  moment  of 
pain." 

And  if  every  man,  and  every  woman,  and  every  child,  for 
whom  he  has  done  an  unsolicited  kindness,  could  gather  here 
tonight  and  cast  each  one  a  single  blossom  at  his  feet,  they 
would  build  a  pyramid  of  fragrance  that  would  reach  the  sky. 
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Toast  of  Roy  Miller 
Mayor  of  Corpus  Christi. 

"Appreciation  is  the  rarest  flower  that  grows  in  the  garden 
of  human  virtues.  Its  sweet  incense  wafted  to  us  by  the  gentle 
zephyrs  of  love !  its  soft  petals  pressed  to  us  as  by  the  eager  hand 
of  friendship;  its  glorious  blushing  beauty  an  unfailing  symbol 
of  sympathetic  understanding  and  heart  touching  devotion  stir 
within  us  all  noble  sentiments  and  lofty  aspirations  that  lift  us 
above  the  meanness  and  mediocrity  of  the  commonplace  and  in- 
spire our  souls  with  superhuman  purpose  almost  divine. 

"Your  unique  and  splendid  organization,  Mr.  Toastmaster, 
is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  unusual  purpose  of  this  de- 
lightful occasion.  It  is  a  splendid  thing  for  men  who  feel  a 
sense  of  obligation  to  their  fellow  man  to  make  acknowledge- 
ment of  it  in  this  public  way.  It  is  contrary  to  the  usual  pro- 
cedure. Ordinarily,  forgetful  of  obligation  and  unmindful  of 
fleeting  time,  silence  seals  our  lips  until  the  voice  of  apprecia- 
tion and  love  falls  unheeded  upon  ears  forever  deaf  to  human 
entreaty.    And  so — 

"If  with  appreciation  you  are  viewing 

'Any  work  a  man  is  doing; 

'If  you  like  him  or  you  love  him, 

Tell  him   now. 
'Don't  withhold  your  approbation 
'Till  the  parson's  said  oration, 
'And  he  lies  with  snowy  lilies  o'er  his  brow. 
'For  no  matter  how  you  shout  it, 
'He  won't  really  care  about  it; 
'He  won't  know  how  many  tear  drops 

'You  have  shed. 
'If  you  think  some  praise  is  due  him, 
'Now's  the  time   to   slip   it   to   him 
'For   he   can    not    read    his   tombstone 

'When    he's   dead. 

'More  than  fame  and  more  than  money 

'Is   the   comment   kind   and   sunny 

'And  the  hearty  warm  approval  of  a  friend; 

'For  it  gives  to  life  a  savor 

'And  it  makes  you  stronger,  braver; 
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'And  it  gives  you  heart  and  spirit  to  the  end. 

'If  he  earns  your  praise,  bestow  it; 

'If  you  like  him  let  him  know  it; 

'Let   the  words  of  true  encouragement   be   said. 

'Do  not  wait  till  all  is  over 

'And  he  is  underneath  the  clover, 

'For  he  can  not  read  his  tombstone  when  he's  dead.' 

"And  so  tonight,  Mr.  Toastmaster,  I  am  happy  and  proud 
of  the  privilege  of  laying  a  flower  of  appreciation  across  the 
pathway  of  one  of  Texas'  most  noble,  loyal   and  gifted   sons. 

"Out  of  the  great  mass  of  many  minds,  there  are  two  types 
of  men  who  stand  out  preeminent  among  their  fellows.  They 
are  the  dreamers  and  the  doers;  those  who  see  the  vision  and 
those  who  translate  it  into  the  brick  and  mortar  of  practical 
achievement.  To  such  as  they,  society  and  civilization  are  ever 
indebted  for  the  onward  and  upward  march  of  human  progress 
with  all  of  its  manifold  benefits  and  blessings. 

"John  Henry  Kirby  needs  no  eulogy.  His  achievements  tell 
their  own  story.  What  he  has  done,  and  is  always  doing,  for 
Texas  and  human  kind  in  every  walk  of  life  is  already  written 
large  and  indelibly  on  every  page  of  the  history  that  records 
the  glorious  progress  of  our  state  and  nation  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century. 

"I  conclude,  therefore,  with  a  simple  tribute  to  him — not 
as  the  doer,  as  great  and  as  notable  as  his  achievements  have 
been,  but  as  the  dreamer  who  has  made  dreams  come  true. 
I  pay  to  him  the  homage  of  a  grateful  people  whose  name  is 
legion  for  his  devotion  to  a  vision  of  the  grandeur  and  splendor 
of  the  great  state  which  is  yet  to  be;  for  his  unswerving  cour- 
age and  undaunted  loyalty  to  ideals  and  purposes  which  have 
made  and  are  yet  making  Texas  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

"  'He  who  has  a  vision  sees  more  than  you  or  I ; 

'He  who  lives  the  golden  dream,  lives  four-fold  thereby. 

Time   may   scoff,  worlds  may   laugh   and   hosts   assail   his   thought, 

'But  the  visionary  came  e'er  the  builders  wrought; 

'E'er  the  tower  bestrode  the  dome,  e'er  the  dome  the  arch; 

'He  the  dreamer  of  the  dream, 

'Saw  the  vision  march.' 
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"Would  that  ten  thousand  citizens  of  this  great  common- 
wealth could  catch  the  vision  he  has  had  and  strive  together 
unceasingly  and  unselfishly,  as  he  has  striven,  to  make  the  dream 
of  a  greater  and  grander  Texas  come  true!  May  he  be  spared 
to  us  for  many  years  that  he  and  others  of  his  matchless  kind, 
all  too  few,  may  continue  to  hold  aloft  the  torch  of  safe,  sane, 
and  splendid  leadership  and  example  which  shall  yet  direct  and 
guide  the  citizenship  of  our  beloved  state  into  the  fulfillment  and 
realization  of  a  glorious  destiny. 

"Governor,  Texas  is  proud  of  you;  we  honor  you  for  what 
you  have  done,  but  we  love  you  for  what  you  are." 

5-    "8    ^ 

Tribute  of  Leon  Sonfield  of  Beaumont. 

Mr.  Toastmaster,  I  discovered  the  ladies,  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men  and  fellow  citizens: 

As  he  tells  you,  I  am  a  converted  preacher.  They  tell  it 
that  on  one  occasion  a  brother  lawyer  was  reproved  and  re- 
proached and  asked  for  an  explanation  for  his  reason  for  so 
many  times  changing  his  vocation  and  profession  in  life.  He 
said  that  when  he  was  a  young  man  growing  up,  he  wanted 
to  serve  best  the  deepest  needs  of  man,  and  he  became  a 
preacher.  After  preaching  for  a  little  while,  he  learned  that 
people  cared  more  for  their  bodies  than  they  did  for  their 
souls  and  he  became  a  doctor.  Practicing  a  little  while,  he 
learned  that  people  cared  more  for  their  money  and  their 
pocket  book  than  they  did  for  either  their  bodies  or  their  souls 
and  so  he  became  a  lawyer.  (Laughter)  You  know,  there  is 
something  so  inspiring  on  this  occasion,  it  just  naturally  gives 
a  man  a  thrill  to  sit  up  here  where  he  can  view  this  wonderful 
assemblage.  I  am  not  going  to  pay  much  tribute  to  the  Honoree 
on  this  occasion.  I  could  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  everything  has 
been  said  that  possibly  could  be  said,  but  I  do  want  to  com- 
pliment the  City  of  Houston  and  its  citizenship  for  the  fact 
that  they  have  discernment  enough  to  appreciate  a  man  when 
they  see  him.  (Applause)  I  like  to  think  of  this  gathering 
of  men  to  pay  tribute  to  a  plain,  old  fashioned,  American  Citi- 
zen; not  your  Hero  of  War,  not  your  Builder  of  Rome,  nor 
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yet  your  Dreamer  who  has  seen  his  dreams  come  true,  but 
tribute  to  a  man  who  has  accomplished  things  and  though  hav- 
ing accomplished  and  achieved  yet  has  not  lost  his  own  soul  in 
the  achieving.  Now,  you  know  something  has  been  said  here  that 
we  have  not  come  to  pay  tribute  because  John  Henry  Kirby  has 
succeeded  in  business.  Now,  don't  let's  fool  ourselves  men, 
don't  let's  fool  ourselves.  We  have  met  in  part  to  pay  tribute  to 
a  man  who  has  succeeded  financially  but  the  tribute  that  we 
pay  him  is  not  the  tribute  for  his  money  getting  or  his  wealth 
building,  but  for  the  fact  that  the  Philosopher  of  old  Peach  Tree 
realized,  and  I  go  back  to  my  ministerial  training  to  choose  the 
text,  the  answer  to  the  question,  "What  shall  it  profit  a  man 
if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own  soul?"  (Applause) 
John  Henry  Kirby  has  gained  as  much  of  the  world  as  any 
one  man  has  a  right  to  in  material  things  but  John  Henry 
Kirby's  soul  shines  on  tonight  despite  his  accomplishments  and 
achievements,  and  you  can't  say  that  about  every  citizen  of 
Houston.  I  have  known  some  of  them  in  their  home  town 
when  they  were  pretty  poor  and  they  know  me  now,  but  they 
just  do.  (Laughter)  But  John  Henry  Kirby,  who  doesn't  care 
for  the  fellow  like  me  that  is  dressed  with  a  swallow-tail  coat, 
John  Henry  Kirby  is  looking  at  Captain  Jack,  over  there,  and 
Captain  Chapman  back  yonder,  and  the  East  Texas  men  who 
knew  John  Henry  Kirby  when  he  was  poor  and  are  proud  to 
know  him  now.  (Applause)  I  never  saw  John  Henry  Kirby 
ashamed  to  recognize  a  friend  of  his  youth  because  he  wore 
home  spuns.  I  have  seen  him  leave  the  bunch  to  shake  their 
hands  and  there  are  men  here  tonight  that  came  with  me  on 
the  train  from  old  East  Texas  that  don't  work  for  him  alone, 
but  work  with  him  and  they  love  him  better,  even  better  than 
many  of  us  that  are  trying  to  be  eloquent  in  our  tributes  to 
him.  (Applause)  I  am  glad  we  are  paying  tribute  to  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  and  the  right  kind  of  Americanism  at  that;  (Ap- 
plause) the  brand  of  citizenship  that  is  broad,  that  has  vision, 
not  this  new  fangled  100%  stuff.  He  is  an  old  fashioned  citi- 
zen of  Texas  and  of  the  United  States  who  believes  in  the 
Constitution  and  believes  that  a  man  that  fought  for  that  Flag 
in  war  has  the  right  to  its  protection  in  time  of  peace.  (Ap- 
plause.) 
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John  Henry  Kirby  is  an  American  citizen,  ideal  because  he 
found  in  early  youth  the  real  key-note  and  the  real  secret  of 
genuine  Americanism,  and  that  is  equal  opportunity  to  every 
man  that  lives  under  the  flag.  (Applause)  He  took  advantage, 
not  of  an  unequal  opportunity,  but  of  an  equal  opportunity. 
From  obscurity  and  from  poverty,  he  rose  step  by  step,  unaided 
almost,  but  in  his  heart  burned  the  inspiration  of  the  friends 
of  his  youth,  that  he  loves  today,  with  stronger  love  than  he 
ever  loved  before.  (Applause)  You  know,  I  don't  know  what 
John  Henry  Kirby's  theology  is,  but  I  believe,  knowing  the  man 
as  I  do,  I  believe  I  know  his  creed;  I  think  he  believes  in  the 
Fatherhood  of  God  and  in  the  Brotherhood  of  Man.  (Applause). 
I  don't  know  what  his  theory  of  "Bye  and  Bye"  is,  but  I  do 
know  that  John  Henry  Kirby  has  not  gone  through  the  world 
singing  the  Sweet  Bye  and  Bye,  but  he  has  been  singing  the 
"sweet  now  and  now,"  and  trying  to  make  life  happier  and  bet- 
ter for  his  fellowmen.  (Applause)  I  don't  know  after  all, 
but  what  if  we  make  our  now  and  now  very  sweet,  we  don't 
need  to  be  afraid  but  that  our  bye  and  bye  in  the  great  Beyond 
will  likewise  be  sweet.  That  is  his  theology,  that  is  the  life  he 
has  lived.  Why,  there's  inspiration  in  that  very  smile  of  his, 
there's  inspiration  to  look  at  his  face !  Why,  I  would  not  need 
you  here  to  pay  tribute  to  John  Henry  Kirby !  All  I  would 
need  to  do  would  be  to  say  "John  Henry,  turn  your  face  this 
way,  and  give  us  one  of  your  sweet  smiles,  and  I  will  pay  you 
the  tribute  of  affection  that  Texas  feels  for  you  and  towards 
you  as  a  plain,  every-day,  unassuming,  God-loving  and  man-lov- 
ing citizen  of  Texas  and  citizen  of  these  United  States."  (Ap- 
plause,) 

S     ^     "8 

Impromptu  Talk  By  Al  McFadden  of  Victoria. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  not  a  speaker  at  all  and  had  no  idea  of 
being  called  on  and  should  not  have  been  under  any  considera- 
tion. The  idea  of  a  cow-puncher  getting  up  here  and  address- 
ing an  intelligent  audience  like  this  all  alone.  But  I  want  to 
say  this;  I  have  known  Mr.  Kirby  23  years,  I  have  watched 
him   very   closely   all   the    time   and    from   the    interests    that   I 
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represent — not  only  the  farming  interests  but  the  cattle  inter- 
ests of  Texas — there  is  no  man  who  in  the  last  four  years  has 
given  his  undivided  attention  to  these  industries  like  Mr.  Kirby 
has.  There  is  no  man  in  congress  from  the  South  who  has 
worked  as  hard  for  the  farmers  of  Texas  as  Mr.  Kirby  has 
since  1920.  That  year  we  had  a  disaster  in  this  country.  We 
were  all  broke;  the  farmers  and  everybody  else.  Cotton  was 
down  below  the  cost  of  production.  Then  Mr.  Kirby  organized 
the  Southern  Tariff  Association  and  he  has  worked  unflinch- 
ingly and  spent  his  money  all  over  the  United  States  in  render- 
ing us  help.  He  had  no  assistance  from  the  Texas  congressmen, 
yet  he  did  that  work  and  he  did  it  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
he  has  no  direct  financial  interests  in  farming.    (Applause) 

3T     ST     S> 

Address  by  Judge  Cornelius  W.  Robinson. 

'      Mr.  Toastmaster  and  Gentlemen : 

I  expect  I  have  known  the  guest  of  honor,  John  Henry 
Kirby,  longer  than  any  man  present.  I  have  known  him  for 
more  than  forty  years  and  for  that  number  of  years  I  have 
been  greeted  with  the  same  smile,  in  adversity  and  in  pros- 
perity. It  has  been  the  same  smile,  the  same  heart,  the  same 
generous  John  Henry  Kirby.  He  is  no  bigger  man  today  than 
he  was  forty  years  ago.  His  opportunities  and  ability  to  do 
big  things  have  increased  with  the  years  but  the  same  spirit, 
the  broad  mind,  the  whole  heartedness  of  the  man  was  in  him 
and  has  abided  with  him  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  has 
met  with  a  smile  many  obstacles  but  with  courage  and  fidelity 
and  honesty  of  purpose  he  has  surmounted  them. 

He  has  throughout  his  entire  career  stood  for  the  upbuilding 
of  the  free  institutions  of  learning  that  the  youths  of  this 
country  might  better  be  enabled  to  solve  life's  problems.  He 
has  stood  for  the  protection  and  sanctity  of  the  home  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  right  that  a  man  should  so  stand.  He  has 
stood  for  the  separation  of  church  and  state,  that  our  religion 
should  not  be  interfered  with  by  a  political  question.  He  has 
stood   for  the   freedom   of   speech  and  press   so   that  the   ideas 
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of  all  men  could  be  expressed  and  considered.  He  has  stood 
for  the  God  given  privilege  of  every  person  worshipping  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  All  of  these 
things  he  has  proven  to  the  world  by  his  acts  and  by  his  words 
and  his  conduct.  He  believes  that  in  this  way  he  has  proven  his 
Americanism  in  a  way  that  speaks  louder  than  any  certificate 
issued  by  pope,  potentate  or  wizard.  His  life  work  proves 
his  Americanism.  Perchance,  he  might  lose  his  card  and  if 
such  a  calamity  should  happen  his  evidence  would  be  destroyed ! 

^     ^r     ^ 

Hon.  Bill  Lea,  Mayor  of  Orange. 

Gentlemen:  Youth  speaks  for  age.  I  am  speaking  for  Cap- 
tain E.  I.  Kellie.  Captain  Kellie  has  known  John  Henry  Kirby 
since  John  Henry  was  twelve  years  old  and  his  throat  debars 
him  from  speaking  tonight.  I  want  to  say  that  youth  speaks 
for  age  in  that  John  Henry  Kirby  is  not  only  a  living  reality 
in  East  Texas,  but  he  is  even  a  tradition.  I  want  you  to  get 
the  full  force  and  effect  of  that  statement.  That  before  a  man 
has  reached  that  age  we  call  death,  he  has  become  a  tradition 
and  something  to  live  up  to  before  he  has  died.  That  is  John 
Henry  Kirby.  I  live  and  have  had  the  pleasure  and  honor  of 
being  an  executive  in  East  Texas,  but  ever  before  me  and  ever 
before  those  who  will  come  after  me,  has  been  the  vision  of 
the  man  from  East  Texas,  John  Henry  Kirby.  And  so  tonight, 
we,  the  youth  and  the  aged  in  Captain  Kellie,  pledge  that  faith 
of  East  Texas  to  the  principles  and  to  the  things  which  John 
Henry  Kirby  stands  for — that  of  true  citizenship. 

*     ^     S 

"A  Great  American  Citizen." 

Address  of  Nelson  Phillips  at  the  Dinner  Tendered 

Hon.  John  H.  Kirby,  Houston, 

November  17TH,  1923. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  join  this  distinguished  company  in 
honoring  a  great  citizen  of  Texas. 
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We  have  in  this  country  a  goodly  number  of  great  business 
men  and  financiers,  great  lawyers,  great  doctors,  and  men  great 
in  other  vocations.  But  in  the  Divine  economy  there  has  never 
been  an  excess  of  true  men;  and  when  we  ponder  the  needs  of 
the  country  and  the  demands  of  the  hour,  it  becomes  painfully 
apparent  to  us,  sometimes,  how  lacking  we  are  in  a  sufficient 
number  of  great  citizens. 
For, 

"What  constitutes  a  State? 

Not    high-raised    battlement    or    labored    mound, 

Thick  wall  or  moated  gate; 

Not   cities   proud   with   spires   and   turrets   crowned; 

Nor   bays   and    broad-armed   ports, 

Where,  laughing  at   the   storm,   rich   navies   ride; 

Nor   starred   and   spangled   courts, 

Where   low-browed   baseness  wafts  perfume   to  pride — 

No: — men,    high-minded   men, 
*     *     * 

^  Men  who  their  duties  know, 

But   know   their   rights,   and,    knowing 
Dare  maintain  them." 

Primarily,  that  is  what  John  Kirby  is — a  high-minded 
man,  a  great  citizen.  There  can  be  no  more  exalted  distinction. 
He  has  never  shirked  a  duty,  and  he  has  never  tamely  sur- 
rendered a  right.  That  is  why  I  honor  him.  That  is  why  you 
honor  him.  That  is  what  all  this  splendid  testimonial  speaks. 
Such  is  the  fine  meaning  of  his  career.  Such  is  its  lesson  to 
us  and  to  other  men. 

It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  have  started  as  he  did,  a  poor 
boy  beset  by  obstacle  and  adversity,  and  to  have  risen,  while 
yet  in  the  meridian  of  his  life,  to  his  commanding  station  in  the 
business  world  and  the  public  affairs  of  the  Nation. 

Only  in  this  country,  of  all  the  world,  is  such  an  achieve- 
ment possible.  And  this  is  why  we  ought  to  love  our  country 
more  than  we  do,  and  why  we  ought  to  keep  it  always  free, 
so  that  in  the  future  other  poor  boys  may  have  similar  and 
equal  opportunity. 

Only  by  such  a  man  could  it  have  been  accomplished.  That 
is  why  we  respect  the  powers  of  industry,  of  mind  and  of  char- 
acter through  which  it  has  been  done. 
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Two  things  there  are  which  have  largely  entered  into  his 
success.  One  is,  that  he  had  his  origin  in  East  Texas.  I  do  not 
say  this  because  I  happen  to  be  a  native  of  that  historic  section, 
nor  because  my  good  friend,  Captain  Kellie,  hails  from  there. 
(Applause)  But  there  is  something  of  primal  strength  in  that 
red  dirt  and  in  the  atmosphere  of  those  towering  pines  that 
ministers  unto  her  children,  and  that  has  inter  woven  itself  in 
John  Kirby's  character  and  given  force  to  his  life,  just  as  it 
has  to  some  others  who  sit  before  me  and  who  draw  their 
lineage  from  that  self-same  old  soil. 

Adam,  the  name  of  our  common  ancestor,  means  in  its 
original  significance  red  dirt,  it  is  well  to  remember. 

The  other  thing  to  which  I  refer  is,  that  his  early  training 
was  that  of  a  lawyer,  and  under  a  tutelage  no  less  distinguished 
than  that  of  a  beloved  man  before  whose  memory  we  all  rev- 
erently bow — Bronson  Cooper.  If  along  with  his  other  kinds 
of  mind,  John  Kirby  had  not  had  a  legal  mind,  he 
could  not  have  coped  so  well  with  those  Yankees  with  whom 
he  has  had  to  do  a  good  deal  of  his  trading.  (Laughter.)  And 
I  know  he  counts  as  one  of  the  finest  influences  in  his  life  that 
early  association  with  the  pure  mind  and  noble  soul  of  Bron- 
son Cooper,  who  was  as  sweet  as  summer  to  his  friends,  and 
to  all  men  until  aroused,  but  who  carried  at  all  times  as  brave 
a  heart  as  ever  pulsed  in  human  breast — and  in  the  face  of  dan- 
ger was  as  chivalrous  as  Philip  Sidney  and  as  dauntless  as 
Chevalier  Bayard.    (Applause) 

John  Kirby  has  achieved  greatly  and  in  a  great  way.  But 
the  source  of  that  achievement  is  the  thing.  It  is  simply  the 
honest,  frank  and  honorable  character  of  the  man.  He  has  never 
"bent  the  pregnant  hinges  of  the  knee  that  thrift  might  follow 
fawning".  He  has  known  thrift,  but  it  was  never  a  thrift  pur- 
chased at  the  sacrifice  of  manhood.  It  has  never  been  the 
thrift  of  which  Hamlet  spoke  when  he  said,  "Thrift,  thrift, 
Horatio".  It  has  ever  been  an  honest  thrift — the  reward  of 
hard  work,  and  such  as  all  men  might  emulate.  He  has  never 
paltered  with  his  honest  thought.  He  has  never  shamed  his 
matured  conviction  on  any  question.  (Applause)  He  has  de- 
manded of  himself  only  that  he  be  right — that  he  be  "shielded, 
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helmed  and  weaponed  with  the  truth".  Thus  armed,  he  has 
worn,  always  as  befits  a  true  man,  his  independence  "like  a 
fluttering  plume". 

A  great  character,  like  the  oak,  thrives  only  in  the  open, 
independent  air  of  freedom.  The  oak  grows  and  towers  in  its 
stately  strength  only  while  the  free  winds  play  among  its 
branches  and  the  unhindered  sunshine  settles  upon  its  head.  So 
it  is  with  a  great  character — a  character  of  oak  and  iron.  And 
the  oak,  be  it  always  remembered,  is  an  oak  simply  because  it 
was  the  seed  of  an  oak  that  was  planted.  (Applause)  It  is  a 
wise  ordering  of  God  that  character,  and  character  alone,  shall 
be  the  need  and  root  of  all  true  greatness  and  all  true  achieve- 
ment. 

As  John  Kirby  once  bore  adversity  without  complaining, 
he  has  now  won  success  and  remained  modest.  There  can  be 
no  finer  test  of  a  man  than  this.  (Applause)  In  those  early 
days  of  obstacle  and  hardship,  he  was  invincible  to  evil  fortune. 
And  now  when  that  period  is  behind  him  and  prosperity  has 
crowned  his  hard  efforts,  he  is  equally  invincible  to  good  for- 
tune. 

That  of  itself  bespeaks  and  proclaims  the  man. 

Among  all  the  Romans  who  best  typified  Roman  virtue,  the 
strongest  and  most  rugged  to  my  mind,  was  old  Cato  the  Censor. 
He  was  always  wisely  warning  his  countrymen  against  extrava- 
gances, indulgence  and  luxurious  ease;  and  down  to  the  last 
added  to  his  vote  in  the  Senate  on  all  questions,  the  impreca- 
tion, "Moreover,  Senators,  Carthage  must  be  wiped  out".  Ifl 
history  he  stands  out  as  a  striking  exponent  of  that  maybe 
crude,  primitive  time — to  whose  hardiness  I  wish  we  as  a 
people  might  return — when  Dentatus,  the  hero  of  three  tri- 
umphs, ate  his  boiled  turnips  in  his  chimney  corner  and  had 
no  use  for  Macedonian  gold.  One  day  he  was  walking  with 
some  friends  through  the  Forum,  when  they  expressed  surprise 
that  it  contained  no  statue  of  himself.  He  made  them  this  great 
reply,  "I  would  rather  posterity  should  ask  why  I  had  not  a 
statue,  than  why  I  had  one". 

John  Kirby  would  disclaim  a  statue  for  himself.  He  is  al- 
ways busy  erecting  them  to  other  men.    (Applause) 
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I  have  spoken  of  him  as  an  example  of  citizenship. 

I  give  you  my  conception  of  the  true  American  citizen. 

He  is  the  man  who  always  wears  his  citizenship  under  his 
hat;  who  stands  in  no  awe  of  power,  and  hence  never  hesitates 
to  challenge  power  whenever  it  is  abusive  or  oppressive. 

He  may  be  a  poor  man,  as  frequently  he  is.  He  may  be  an 
obscure  man,  as  oftentimes  we  find  him  in  his  highest  type. 
But,  thank  God,  he  is  always  a  proud  man  and  a  free  man — 
too  proud  to  lean  as  a  supplicant  in  servile  dependence  upon  the 
bounty  of  the  Government,  too  free  to  acknowledge  that  he  is 
the  mere  ward  of  the  State — (Applause) — a  man  so  strong  that 
the  Government  must  look  to  him  for  its  support,  and  is  the 
subject  neither  of  its  succor  nor  its  power. 

He  is  the  man  whose  pride  is  that  of  a  gallant,  daring,  in- 
trepid  manhood  that  bows  to  nothing  on  this  earth  but  God 
and  the  wife  of  his  bosom;  a  manhood  that  can  undergo  trial 
and  yet  be  cheerful ;  that  can  attain  success  and  remain  un- 
spoiled, and  that  knows  how  to  be  tolerant  and  charitable  to- 
ward the  weaknesses  and  failings  of  other  men;  a  manhood 
without  guile,  cant  or  hypocrisy,  that  has  no  itching  palm,  and, 
above  all  things,  has  "that  chastity  of  honor  which  feels  a 
stain  like  a  wound." 

He  is  the  man  who  loves  and  reveres  the  Constitution  and 
because  he  loves  it,  obeys  it,  not  just  in  precept  but  in  practice; 
who  knows  that  for  the  attainment  of  this  government  under 
that  great  Charter  the  wisdom  of  sages  was  consecrated  and 
the  blood  of  heroes  poured  out;  and  that  because  thus  rooted 
in  sacrifice  and  devotion  and  founded  upon  eternal  principles, 
this  government  stands  today  the  fairest  and  freest  the  world 
has  known,  with  its  flag  everywhere  the  symbol  of  the  holy 
thing  of  freedom. 

He  is  the  man  who  despises  the  demagogue  and  his  base 
attempts  to  array  one  class  of  the  people  against  another  class. 
He  knows  that  no  class  government  was  ever  a  free  government. 
He  is  unwilling  that  in  this  country  any  class  shall  profit  at 
the  expense  or  suffer  at  the  hands  of  any  other  class,  and 
hence  he  recognizes  here  no  classes  save  those  of  good  men  and 
bad  men,  true  men  and  false  men. 
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He  is  the  man  who  knows  that  in  a  free  country  conscience 
must  be  free;  that  without  liberty  of  conscience,  there  is  no 
liberty.  That  this  means,  among  other  things,  that  there  shall 
exist  here  the  free  right  of  religious  belief,  and,  more  than 
that,  the  right  to  exercise  that  great  privilege  freely  and  with- 
out ban  or  proscription.  (Applause.)  He  knows  that  one  of 
the  things  for  which  our  fathers  came  to  these  shores  was  the 
right  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own 
conscience;  and  among  other  things  he  is  determined  that  that 
right,  here,  shall,  by  the  Eternal,  remain  free.   (Applause.) 

He  is  the  man  who  knows  that  this  is  a  government  of 
laws;  that  in  its  essence  the  law  must  be  independent  and  fear- 
less; and  to  the  great  end  that  "none  shall  be  so  high  as  to  be 
beyond  its  power,  or  so  low  as  to  be  beneath  its  care" ;  its  ad- 
ministration must  equally  be  in  the  hands  of  independent  and 
fearless  men. 

He  is  the  man  who  prizes  individual  liberty.  He  remembers 
that  there  was  such  a  man  as  Patrick  Henry.  He  knows  all 
the  powers  of  government  have  been  conferred  and  exist  but  to 
protect  the  liberties  of  the  citizen,  and  hence  he  refuses  ever  to 
exalt  the  powers  of  government  at  the  expense  of  the  citizen's 
freedom. 

He  is  the  man  who  knows  that  this  is  a  Republic  of  States; 
that  these  States  were  designed  to  preserve  the  great  principle 
of  local  self-government,  ever  the  dominant  passion  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race — to  safe-guard  and  maintain  the  fundamental 
liberties  of  the  people  as  the  very  substance  of  their  happiness 
and  welfare;  and  to  this  great  end  their  sovereignty  must  re- 
main forever  unfettered  and  unimpaired. 

Hence,  he  reveres  the  memory  of  Jefferson  Davis,  Robert 
E.  Lee  and  Stonewall  Jackson  (Applause)  and  that  gray  host 
who  followed  the  gleaming  folds  of  the  Starry  Cross  in  its 
glory — the  flower  of  an  unmatched  chivalry  who  in  defense  of 
this  great  principle  on  more  than  a  hundred  flaming  fields  found 
it  sweet  to  die. 

He  is  the  man  who  loves  his  fellow  man;  who  wrongs  no 
man ;  who  is  not  envious  of  his  neighbor's  success  and  covets 
not  his   property;  who  believes   in  the  nobility  and  dignity  of 
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hard  work;  who  is  frugal,  honest,  industrious  and  sincere;  and 
to  whom  the  vanities  of  the  world  do  not  appeal  and  whom 
its  follies  cannot  corrupt. 

He  is  the  noblest  product  of  American  institutions  and 
American  life.  To  have  produced  him  is  our  chief  glory  as  a 
people.  To  preserve  him  with  all  his  sturdy  qualities  as  the  type 
of  American  manhood  for  generations  yet  unborn,  is  our  highest 
trust  and  responsibility. 

I  have  attempted  to  give  you  the  substance  of  his  creed. 
It  is  the  creed  of  John  Kirby  and  men  like  him.  He  has  lived 
up  to  it  and  typified  it  as  well  as  any  man  I  know.  And  because 
he  has,  he  deserves  and  possesses  the  proud  rank  and  station 
of  a   Great  American  Citizen. 

May  long  years  yet  be  his,  and  may  he  never  know  less 
happiness  than  I  am  sure  this  occasion  has  given  him.  And  as 
the  evening  shadows  fall  and  he  approaches  old  age,  may  there 
attend  him  what  Cicero  wished  as  the  sum  of  all  human  ex- 
perience, "honor,  love,  obedience  and  troops  of  friends." 
(Applause.) 

S     5-     3" 

Response  to  Toasts  and  Tributes  by  Honor  Guest. 

If  you  are  human  you  know  the  emotions  with  which  I 
am  presently  struggling. 

To  sit  in  this  presence  and  listen  to  the  words  of  com- 
mendation which  you  have  so  generously  bestowed  upon  me 
would  thrum  the  heart-strings  of  any  man. 

I  know  that  I  do  not  deserve  what  you  have  said  about 
me  but  nevertheless  it  would  stir  the  emotions  of  any  man's 
soul  to  have  partial  friends  and  serious-minded  men  stand  in 
this  presence  and  speak  earnestly  as  you  have  spoken. 

I  am  glad  to  be  alive  tonight  and  I  am  happy  to  be  sur- 
rounded by  these  loyal   friends. 

I  would  infinitely  prefer  that  posterity  should  say  of  me 
that  I  have  won  and  held  the  confidence  and  friendship  of 
men  than  that  I  had  earned  and  saved  great  wealth. 
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I  would  infinitely  prefer  that  it  be  said  of  me  that  I  was 
a  good  citizen;  that  I  loved  the  United  States;  that  I  sup- 
ported its  Constitution ;  that  I  obeyed  its  laws ;  that  I  respect- 
ed its  flag  and  that  I  defended  it  against  its  enemies,  than  to 
be  applauded  throughout  all  the  generations  as  a  great  finan- 
cier or  a  great  captain  of  industry. 

It  is  impossible  in  the  present  state  of  my  excited  feelings 
that  I  could  make  a  speech.     You  must  excuse  me. 

From  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  you  and  each  of  you 
for  honoring  this  occasion  with  your  presence  and  I  trust  that 
I  shall  not  in  the  years  to  come  perform  any  act  or  speak  any 
word  that  will  discredit  me  in  your  favor.     I  thank  you. 
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Presentation  of  Silver  Service  Set  to  John  H.  Kirby. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  sixty-third  birthday  and  prior  to  the 
banquet  in  his  honor,  a  number  of  his  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth 
friends  called  Mr.  Kirby  to  the  rooms  of  one  of  their  number 
in  the  Rice  Hotel,  and  to  his  surprise,  in  a  purely  informal 
manner,  through  a  Dallas  friend,  presented  him  the  gift  in  the 
following  address  which  bore  the  signatures  of  those  pre- 
senting the  gift. 

Our   friend,   Mr.    Kirby : 

"In  searching  for  a  gift  that  we  might  bear  to  you  on 
this  occasion,  we  exploited  every  field  of  speculation  while 
seeking  a  token  of  our  affection.  We  thought,  at  first,  that 
we  would  present  you  with  some  trinket  made  of  gold,  but  we 
knew  that  gold  was  your  willing  slave  and  would  have  no 
charm  for  you.  We  thought  of  diamonds,  but  we  knew  your 
democratic  simplicity  scorned  meretricious  show — that  you 
would  rather  bask  in  the  beauty  of  a  common  flower  of  the 
field  than  to  behold  the  rarest  gem  that  ever  laughed  back  the 
sparkle  of  the  sun.  We  thought  of  bringing  to  you  as  a  sym- 
bol of  our  esteem,  some  useful  thing,  but  that  appeared  to  us 
as  comedy.  Presenting  something  useful  to  you  would  be  like 
offering  sand  to  the  desert  or  water  to  the  seven  seas.  Our 
ministering  to  your  needs  by  bringing  a  useful  gift  would  be 
like  raising  a  window  that  the  eagles  of  the  air  might  have 
more  space  in  which  to  soar. 

For  a  time  we  were  at  a  complete  loss  to  decide  upon  a 
proper  token  of  our  esteem.  We  knew  you  so  well  the  selec- 
tion was  difficult  to  make.  We  had  seen  you  in  times  of  dis- 
tress; in  seasons  of  grief,  and  you  did  not  complain.  Your 
tears  fell  through  your  smiles  like  drops  of  rain  falling  through 
sunshine.  We  had  watched  you  in  your  course  through  the 
valleys  and  on  the  plains  and  into  the  heights  of  your  remark- 
able career.  We  knew  more  about  you  than  the  world  at 
large  will  ever  know.  The  historian  will  trace  the  course  of 
your  life  by  the  things  you  have  built  along  the  way,  while  we 
who  have  been  privileged  to  know  and  to  love  you,  will  trace 
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your  footsteps  by  the  rising  flowers.  We  know  a  greater 
Kirby  than  the  historian's  Kirby  of  achievement.  We  know 
Kirby,  the  friend;  the  philosopher;  the  statesman;  we  know 
the  sunshine  of  your  smile  and  the  genial  warmth  of  your 
poetic  nature;  we  know  the  songs  you  love  to  sing;  that  you 
were  born  lark-throated  and  lyric  as  the  morning.  We  have 
sat  with  you  in  the  evening's  afterglow  when  the  leaves  of  the 
trees  dripped  with  melodies  from  your  fiddle  and  your  bow. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  we  decided  to  bring  to  you  as  a 
token  of  our  affection  upon  this  occasion,  a  perfectly  useless 
thing — a  thing  of  no  value  whatever.  As  a  testimonial  of  our 
favor,  we  present  you  with  this  service  set — a  relic  of  other 
days,  when  the  cup  that  cheers  was  an  article  of  common 
trade — a  gift  we  know  that  can  be  of  no  possible  use  to  you 
in  these  days  of  Volsteadian  aridity.  We  have  a  purpose  in 
doing  this.  We  present  you  this  utterly  useless  thing  that  your 
character  of  usefulness  may  stand  out  in  bolder  relief  against 
it  as  a  background.  As  a  unique  way  of  emphasizing  your 
value  to  humanity,  we  place  in  your  busy  hands,  with  expres- 
sions of  affection  and  fellowship,  this  Silver  Service  Set,  a  re- 
minder of  the  good  old  days  now  past  and  gone." 

David  Humphreys, 
J.   R.   O'Daniel, 
E.  E.  Hurt, 
W.  B.  Smith, 
J.  J.  Simmons, 
Jed  Adams, 
W.  R.  Sparkman, 
Wm.  Bacon, 
Sam  Sibley, 
J.  M.  Terrell, 
C.  F.  Greenwood. 
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Editorial  in  Houston  Post. 

Tonight  hundreds  of  citizens  of  Houston,  joined  by  distinguished 
visitors  from  other  parts  of  the  State,  assemble  in  the  Rice  Hotel  ball 
room  in  a  testimonial  dinner  to  one  of  Houston's  distinguished  citi- 
zens, John  Henry  Kirby.  A  citizen  has  wrought  well,  indeed,  when  so 
brilliant  and  representative  a  body  of  his  neighbors  summon  him  to 
the  banquet  table  to  receive  assurances  of  their  affection  and  admira- 
tion, and  there  will  be  none  to  deny  Mr.  Kirby's  worthiness  of  such 
high   distinction. 

Mr.  Kirby  is  the  type  of  Texan  and  American  that  men  delight  to 
honor.  As  one  of  the  State's  chief  captains  of  industry  he  has  enjoyed 
an  exceptionally  brilliant  and  successful  career.  He  has  fought  his 
way  to  conspicuous  success  against  difficulties  that  would  have  sent 
a  less  lion-hearted  man  to  defeat  early  in  the  struggle.  But  he  has 
never  tasted  despair  and  his  genius  has  been  equal  to  his  vision,  which 
from  his  early  youth  surveyed  great  things  to  distant  horizons. 

Tonight's  event,  however,  does  not  grow  out  of  his  outstanding 
success  in  industry  so  much  as  from  those  finer  attributes  which  stamp 
him  as  an  upstanding  man.  He  is  known  of  all  Texas  as  a  big- 
brained,  great-hearted,  patriotic  citizen.  The  thousands  who  enjoy  his 
intimate  friendship  know  that  he  is  a  sincere,  helpful  and  sympathetic 
friend.  Blessed  with  great  wealth,  he  is  one  who  loves  to  share  it  with 
those  less  fortunate,  as  is  well  attested  by  his  munificence  in  all  move- 
ments of  an  altruistic  character.  He  loves  to  aid  those  who  are  strug- 
gling, of  which  there  may  be  found  abundant  proof  in  the  many  young 
men  whom  he  has  assisted  in  obtaining  an  education,  building  a  home, 
or  getting  a  start  in  business.  He  is  a  man  of  the  kind  word,  the 
never-failing  smile,  the  ever  ready  hand.  Wherever  his  dominating 
personality  establishes  contact,  the  inevitable  result  is  radiant,  glow- 
ing friendship. 

"The  Governor,"  as  he  is  familiarly  known  to  his  intimates,  is  ad- 
mirable in  all  the  best  traits  of  manhood,  and,  like  Abou  Ben  Adhem, 
is  one  who  must  always  be  written  down  as  "one  who  loves  his  fellow- 
men,"  and  such  a  man  it  is  always  a  privilege  to  know  and  to  honor. 

-HOUSTON    POST. 

S     5     3" 

Hon.  John  H.  Kirby  Honored  by  the  People  of 
His  Town  and  State. 

(Beaumont  Enterprise) 

Beaming  the  supreme  joy  of  a  life  well  lived,  John  H.  Kirby,  ven- 
erable lumberman,  turned  63  today,  sat  in  the  midst  of  700  loyal 
friends  tonight  in  a  birthday  party,  the  like  of  which  probably 
never  has  been  seen  in  this  state. 
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Guests  in  royal  entertainment  though  they  were  these  associates, 
gathered  here  from  all  points  of  the  United  States,  feasted  at  the  board 
hospitably  dedicated  to  one  of  Texas'  foremost  citizens  with  all  the 
sincere  tribute  that  man  can  bestow  his  fellowman.  And  that  tribute 
was   returned. 

"I  know  no  happier  night  than  tonight,"  said  Mr.  Kirby.  "Success, 
as  it  is  measured,  has  come  to  me  with  interest.  I  have  all  I  want. 
But  the  big  thing  in  life,  I  am  led  to  believe,  has  come  to  me  too. 
The  warm  feeling  of  one's  friends  is  to  be  cherished  above  all  and  that 
feeling  is  revealed  here  unless  I   am  mistaken.    I   shall  prize  it  always." 

Mr.  Kirby  was  guest  of  honor  tonight.  It  was  his  63rd  birthday 
party,  described  as  the  largest  stag  affair  ever  held  in  Texas.  Crowd- 
ing the  ballroom  of  the  Rice  hotel  friends  of  the  famous  industrialist 
assembled  at  the  invitation  of  the  Red  Rooster  club  and  contributed 
to  the   high  fellowship   that  marked   the  occasion. 

Laudatory  remarks  came  and  went  without  end  and  through  it  all 
the  guest  of  honor  sat  smiling  in  the  substantial  knowledge  that  here 
was   friendship   at   its   best. 

It  was  on  a  little  farm  in  Tyler  county,  Texas,  that  John  Henry 
Kirby  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  November  16,  1860.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  seven  children  born  to  the  late  John  Thomas  Kirby  and 
Sarah  (Payne)  Kirby.  Early  in  1861  the  family,  because  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  father  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  the  county,  removed  to 
Woodville,   the   county   seat,   their   farm    being   sold. 

Then  the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  the  father  resigned  his  office 
and  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  first  moving  his  family  and  his 
slaves  to  a  farm  in  what  is  now  Polk  county.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  war  Mr.  Kirby  found  himself  penniless  with  slaves  and  property 
gone.  Then  he  moved  with  his  family  back  to  a  farm  in  Tyler 
county,   near   Peachtree   Village. 

Having  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  Tyler  county  farm,  John 
Henry  Kirby,  at  the  age  of  19  years,  could  barely  read  or  write, 
having  had  little  or  no  schooling,  for  educational  advantages  were 
meager  in  those  days.  By  working  in  the  office  of  the  tax  collector 
Mr.  Kirby  saved  enough  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  year's  tuition  in  the 
Southwestern   University  at  Georgetown,   Texas. 

Through  the  influence  of  the  late  S.  Bronson  Cooper  of  Beaumont, 
then  state  senator,  but  later  member  of  congress  from  the  second 
Texas  district,  Mr.  Kirby  secured  a  clerkship  in  the  Texas  senate 
during  the  years  1882,  1883,  and  1884.  He  had  access  to  Mr.  Cooper's 
law  library  and  every  minute  of  his  spare  time,  day  and  night,  he 
spent  reading  law.  In  1885  he  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the 
Woodville  bar.    Then  came  the  turning  point   in    Mr.    Kirby's  career. 

Through  the  favorable  impression  as  an  attorney  he  created  with  a 
Boston  client  he  was  able  to  successfully  form  and  obtain  the  man- 
agement  of   the   Texas   and    Louisiana    Land    and    Lumber   company   in 
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1886.  In  1890  he  moved  to  Houston  and  in  1893  he  conceived  and  car- 
ried to  completion  the  building  of  the  Gulf,  Beaumont  &  Kansas  City 
railroad.  This  enterprise  was  later  sold  to  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe  Railway  company  and  is  now  a  part  of  that  system.  Later 
he    formed    the   great    company    that    bears    his    name. 

S     S     S 

Editorial  from  Pythian  Banner-Knight. 

John  H.  Kirby  of  Houston  has  been  called  the  State's  Biggest 
Builder.  At  a  recent  banquet  in  his  honor  friends  lauded  him  for  the 
material  things  that  he  has  wrought,  and  they  are  splendid  indeed.  But 
John  H.  Kirby  has  built  still  better  than  that;  he  has  built  a  home  in 
the  heart  of  every  man  who  loves  the  great  institutions  of  this  country. 
He  is  a  builder  of  Faith  in  America,  and  a  builder  of  the  Golden 
Temple  of  Kindness — a  magnificent  structure  in  which  he  lives  and 
greets  his  many  thousands  of  friends. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Houston  honored  John  H.  Kirby;  he  is  the 
kind  of  a  man  we  all  delight  to  honor — a  great  soul,  a  pleasing  per- 
sonality, a  giant  intellect  walking  among  us  and  on  good  terms  with 
everything  that  is  noble. 

B"     3"     cr 

San  Antonio  Express. 

The  biggest  stag  party  in  the  history  of  Texas  was  given  Saturday 
night  here  in  honor  of  John  Henry  Kirby,  lumber  king  of  Texas.  Mr. 
Kirby  was  63  years  old  Saturday. 

Seven  hundred  men,  600  from  Houston  and  100  from  all  parts 
of  this  State  and  from  as  far  away  as  Washington,  D.  C,  gathered  at 
the  banquet.  Because  so  many  men  sent  in  acceptances  for  the  dinner, 
no  women  were  granted  permission  for  the  affair.  Mrs.  Kirby  and 
Mrs.  J.  F.  W.  Rawcliffe,  the  latter  Mr.  Kirby's  daughter,  came  into 
the  dining  room  in  time  to  hear  all  the  speeches  in  honor  of  the  hus- 
band and  father. 

Mr.    Kirby  has  lived  in   Houston  for  33  years. 

S     "8     V 

Honoring  a  Builder. 

Eagle  Pass  Guide. 
No   doubt   the   greatest   testimonial   dinner  ever  given   to   a   private 
citizen    was    that    to    John    Henry    Kirby    by    his    fellow-Houstonians    a 
few  days  ago. 
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A  thousand  Texans — some  of  them  the  most  prominent  in  the 
state — gathered  to  show  their  love  and  esteem  for  this  great  builder 
of    the   South. 

But  John  Henry  deserved  it.  God  never  made  a  man  better  to 
his  friends,  or  more  loyal  to  the  great  principles  of  government.  There 
are  a  hundred  thousand  Texans  who  should  like  to  have  been  present 
and  shown  their  appreciation  for  this  king  of  good  fellowship,  this 
priest  of  sunshine!  The  world  needs  more  of  his  kind.  It  is  said:  "He 
has  achieved  success  who  has  won  the  respect  of  intelligent  men  and 
the  love  of  little  children."  If  this  be  the  measure,  then  how  marvelous 
is  the  success  of  John  Henry  Kirby — Texas'  greatest  native  son. 

^     ^     ? 

"The  Best  is  Yet  to  Be"  Quotes  Kirby  in  64th  Year. 

John   Henry   Kirby  was  63  years  old  Friday. 

The  way  the  world  counts  time,  the  Houston  lumberman  and  civic 
leader,  is  "getting  on"  in  years — but  not  the  way  John  Henry  Kirby 
counts   time. 

"The  best  is  yet  to  be, 

"The  last  of  life,  for  which  the  first  was  made." 

Kirby  says  that  he  is  just  now  able  to  do  the  things  for  his  friends, 
for  his  city,  that  he  has  longed  to  do  all  his  life. 

"Money  is  nothing,"  he  says.  "The  happiness  that  comes  to  me, 
the  only  happiness,  is  the  friends  I  have,  the  things  that  now  I  am 
able  to  do  for  them,  and  the  way  in  which   I   can  now  help   Houston." 

And   Kirby,  any   Houstonian   knows,  has  helped   Houston. 

Saturday  night  Kirby  will  be  given  a  dinner  at  the  Rice  by  the 
Red  Roosters.  He'll  hear,  face  to  face,  some  of  the  nice  things  leaders 
in  every  phase  of  life  in  Houston  are  saying  of  Kirby. 

This  has  been  a  particularly  happy  week  for  Kirby.  Wednesday 
he  celebrated  his  40th  wedding  anniversary.  Friday  was  his  birthday — 
and  Saturday  night,  the  guest  of  honor  at  a  mammoth  banquet  at  the 
Rice. 

"To  top  it  all  off,  guess  I'll  have  to  make  another  one  of  my 
frequent  pilgrimages  up  to  the  scenes  of  my  birth  and  boyhood,  around 
Peach  Tree  Village,  in  the  piney  woods  of  East  Texas — Tyler-co,"  says 
Kirby. 

Kirby   was    asked    if    he    had    taken    up   golf. 

"No,  I  haven't  any  vices,"  he  laughed.  "And  I  don't  need  golf  to 
keep  young.  I  feel  as  young  as  I  ever  did.  After  all,  youth  is  all  a 
matter  of   the   heart   and   spirit." 

Kirby  has  lived  in  Houston  33  years.  In  that  time  it  would  be 
hard  to  estimate  how  much  of  his  fortune  he  has  given  away. 

Close  friends  declare  he  has  given  away  as  much  as  he  now  owns. 


60  ]  Testimonial  Banquet 

This  includes  charity  donations  over  the  33-year  stretch,  his  help- 
ing of  hundreds  of  friends  to  get  started — and  many  never  arrived — 
and  his  sending  of  from  two  to  20  young  men  to  college  and  business 
schools   each   year. 

He  has  given  his  time  lavishly,  also,  to  public  service.  During  the 
war  he  headed  the  organization  which  got  the  lumber  for  the  Emergency 
Fleet  Corporation's  wooden   shipbuilding  program. 

Now  he  is  head  of  the  Southern  Tariff  Association  and  also  of  the 
Southern   Pine  Association. 

Kirby   has  great  confidence  in   Houston. 

"The  ship  channel  will  make  Houston  one  of  America's  great  ports— 
a  safe  inland  harbor.  It  will  boom  Houston  beyond  our  fondest  dreams 
within  the  next  ten  years. 

"I'm  optimistic  about  Houston." 

That's  why  Kirby  says  that  the  "best  is  yet  to  be"  not  only  for 
his  own  life — but  for  his  city. 

^r     B"     c^ 

Tribute  by  S.  B.  Cooper,  Jr. 

From  farm  hand,  with  acquaintance  limited  to  a  precinct, 
to  lawyer,  orator,  lumberman,  railroad  builder,  philanthropist, 
with  friendships  extensive  as  America,  is  briefly  the  biography 
of  Mr.  Kirby — the  "Governor,"  as  we  affectionately  call  him. 

As  farm  hand,  those  in  Tyler  County  who  knew  him  as 
a  boy  say  that  work  to  him  was  a  labor  of  love,  that  every 
task  was  play,  and  that  his  energy  knew  no  tiring.  Labor  and 
service  have  ever  been  his  watchwords. 

As  lawyer,  he  was  the  peer  of  any  of  the  profession. 

As  orator,  he  has  pleaded  with  the  multitude  from  a  thou- 
sand platforms  for  the  upholding  of  the  Constitution  of  our 
country  and  for  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  citizen. 
Never  ambitious  to  hold  public  office,  he  has  unselfishly  spent 
his  time  and  talents  in  an  effort  to  preserve  his  Government  in 
its  pristine  glory  and  to  keep  it  out  of  the  pitfalls  of  the  idle 
dreamer,   the   visionary    socialist   and    the   misguided    reformer. 

As  railroad  builder,  without  capital — with  only  confidence 
and  courage — he  linked  together  with  rails  of  steel  the  towns 
of  his  native  East  Texas. 

As  lumberman,  he  organized  one  of  America's  largest  con- 
cerns, of  which  he  is  still  the  active  head,  and  gives  employ- 
ment   to    thousands. 
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As  philanthropist,  his  charity  knows  no  bounds.  Without 
ostentation  or  display  he  educates  boys  and  girls,  builds  school 
houses  and  churches,  provides  for  the  poor  and  suffering; 
and  orphans  know  him  as  their  benefactor.  If  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  quote  from  a  statement  of  my  father,  between  whom 
and  Mr.  Kirby  mutual  love  and  friendship  was  never  exceeded 
between  two  friends,  I  will  say,  "He  has  been  eyes  to  the 
blind,  feet  to  the  lame  and  father  to  the  poor."  The  road  is 
never  too  long  for  him  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  distressed 
or   oppressed. 

As  a  friend,  none  is  more  loyal,  faithful,  thoughtful  and 
affectionate.  Faults  are  forgotten  and  frailties  are  overlooked 
by  him.  Praise  is  always  upon  his  lips  for  every  worthy  act. 
To  know  him  is  not  only  a  pleasure  but  a  privilege.  Optimism 
is  among  his  chiefest  assets.  None  can  come  in  contact  with  him 
without  having  gloom  dispelled  and  courage  to  wage  life's  bat- 
tles renewed.  May  he  live  many  more  years  of  activity  and 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  in  which  the  world  will  share. 

"8     "S     B" 

From  Village  Plowboy  to  Prince  of  the  Pines. 

A  sketch  of  the  Human  Side  of  John  H.  Kirby  of  Texas.  Written 
by  Austin  Callan  and  Read  by  Ex-Governor  W.  P.  Hobby  at  the  Banquet. 

With  dancing  eyes  and  a  joyful  heart,  a  small  boy  stood 
for  the  first  time  at  the  seashore  watching  the  whitecaps  play 
in  the  yellow  sunshine.  For  a  while  he  was  thrilled  by  the 
majesty  of  the  ocean,  but  finally  a  wave  rolling  in  over  the 
sands,  wet  his  feet,  and  observing  the  results  in  astonishment, 
he  said:  "Oh,  it's  just  water  after  all!" 

Sometimes  we  think  of  men  who  acquire  big  wealth  as 
creatures  far  separated  from  us  and  get  the  impression  that 
they  are  cold  and  feelingless.  But  John  Henry  Kirby  of  Hous- 
ton is  not  that  way.  He  immediately  reveals  himself  to  every 
acquaintance  as  a  great  human  personality  rather  than  a  monied 
wizard.  He  is  as  capable  in  business  and  has  as  true  a  grasp 
on  the  problems  of  government  as  any  living  man.  Yet,  as  the 
boy  found  the  ocean  to  be  mere  water,  containing  the  elements 
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which  refresh  the   fields  and  kiss  the   flowers  into  bloom,  we 
find  him  just  a  man  with  man's  noblest  characteristics. 

The  Plowboy  of  Peachtree  Village  is  now  the  Prince  of 
Southern  Pines.  Each  drop  of  perspiration  in  a  long  strug- 
gle has  been  crystalized  into  a  diamond  that  glitters  from  the 
golden  crown  of  success.  But  the  heart  and  soul  and  indi- 
viduality are  the  same  as  when  the  way  was  rough  and  the  bat- 
tle hard. 

One  might  tell  an  inspiring  story  of  Mr.  Kirby's  phenome- 
nal rise  as  a  financier.  Born  in  Tyler  county,  Texas,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Civil  War  and  reared  amid  the  disadvantages 
of  a  frontier  and  the  vicissitudes  of  the  struggling  South,  at 
a  time  when  educational  advantages  were  meagre  and  business 
opportunities  unknown,  he  has  built  as  a  master.  But  with 
all  his  wealth  and  scholarly  attainments,  and  the  many  un- 
sought honors  which  have  come,  the  biggest  thing  about  John 
Henry  Kirby  is  his  human  side.  He  loves  his  friends,  who 
range  in  importance  from  the  Squire  of  Peachtree  Village  to 
the  President  of  the  Nation,  and  with  the  same  smile  and 
sincerity  and  ease  he  meets  them  all. 

It  must  take  an  active  mind  to  personally  direct  the  affairs 
of  a  millionaire.  The  task  is  big  and  calls  for  much  service. 
But  those  best  acquainted  with  Mr.  Kirby  know  that  he  will 
stop  in  the  middle  of  a  great  financial  transaction  to  superin- 
tend the  sending  of  a  remembrance  to  some  child  friend.  On 
one  occasion,  when  he  was  surrounded  by  distinguished  guests 
in  a  Washington  Hotel,  just  after  having  been  given  the  high- 
est recognition  by  the  Lincoln  Memorial  University  for  his 
"preeminence  as  patriot,  philanthropist  and  man  of  affairs,"  he 
excused  himself  for  a  moment  to  dictate  a  message  to  a  woman 
who  had  been  a  mother  to  him.  It  was  her  birthday  and  the 
sentiment  expressed  was  as  sweet  as  the  breath  of  wild  flowers. 

John  H.  Kirby  loves  life,  he  loves  action  and  the  thrill  of 
business.  He  is  at  home  where  master  minds  flash.  Yet  his 
heart  has  never  grown  old  and  few  men  relax  as  he  does  to 
enjoy  the  good  fellowship  of  friends.  Sometimes  he  sings  one 
of  the  two  songs  he  knows  for  the  amusement  of  a  child,  and 
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his   simplicity   becomes    as   grand   as   his   business    sagacity   is 
great. 

Intensely  patriotic,  passionately  loyal  to  the  government  of 
the  Fathers,  Mr.  Kirby  rises  to  his  best  when  he  challenges  the 
enemies  of  our  free  institutions  and  says  that  "there  is  no  place 
under  the  American  flag  for  disloyalty  to  the  American  con- 
stitution." He  holds  it  to  be  the  hope  of  mankind  for  liberty 
and  individual  chance,  and  an  obedience  to  it  "the  test  of  good 
citizenship  just  as  an  observance  of  the  Ten  Commandments  is 
proof  of  Christian  faith." 

Along  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  we  occasionally  find  a  giant 
granite  pillar  standing  like  a  sentinel  on  guard.  The  billows 
of  many  years  have  washed  the  sand  from  around  it;  the  wa- 
ter line  has  been  moved  back.  But  invincible  it  remains, 
defying"  the  lash  of  the  sea — marking  the  ancient  boundary. 
John  H.  Kirby,  who  has  so  splendidly  helped  to  strengthen 
the  loins  of  the  republic,  reminds  us  of  one  of  those  pillars. 
He  stands  where  the  Constitution,  fresh  from  the  master  pen 
of  Madison  placed  him.  The  tidal  waves  of  fanaticism  may 
roar  and  break  at  his  feet.  But  unafraid  he  holds  to  the  old 
faith  and  courageously  he  fights  for  the  proven  things  in  gov- 
ernment. 

The  South  has  few  such  stalwart  figures.  In  intellect,  in 
loyalty,  in  clear  vision  and  right  remedies  for  the  disturbing 
problems,  he  rises  to  a  high  level  and  takes  his  position  with 
the  statesmen  of  our  best  days.  Devoid  of  guile,  logical,  and 
without  an  element  of  weakness,  he  is  a  combination  of  Jack- 
son's reverence  for  the  Constitution,  of  Grady's  love  for  the 
Southland,  of  Watterson's  tenacity  for  individual  liberty.  And 
the  greatness  of  his  mind  does  not  surpass  the  goodness  of  his 
heart. 

As  Texans  we  have  a  right  to  feel  proud  of  Mr.  Kirby,  our 
foremost  citizen,  and  to  hold  him  up  for  an  inspiration  to  the 
struggling  youth  of  the  land.  His  success  is  the  reward  of  the 
American  Republic  to  a  far-sighted,  honest  business  man — it 
is  the  fruit  of  toil  rendered  in  a  worthy  endeavor  to  do  life's 
big  work  well. 
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Those  Present. 


R.  C.  Sewell,  Houston,  Texas. 
Ned  B.  Morris,  Houston,  Texas. 
Larry  W.  Morris,  Houston,  Texas. 
Geo.  A.  Hill,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.   P.  Smith,  Jasper,  Texas. 
Will  F.  Miller,  Houston,  Texas. 
Fred  M.  Stevens,  Houston,  Texas. 
Geo.  W.  Dixon,  Houston,  Texas. 

F.  A.  Heitmann,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  D.  Sherwood,  Houston,  Texas. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Florence,  Houston,  Texas. 
C.  W.  Lamberth,  Houston,  Texas. 
Jas.  H.  Hooker,  Houston,  Texas. 
Phil  Stillman,  Houston,  Texas. 
Thos.  Flaxman,  Houston,  Texas. 
Norman  G.   Kittrell,  Jr., 

Houston,   Texas. 

G.  A.   Kelley,  Houston,  Texas. 
F.  T.  Whited,  Shreveport,   La. 
R.  A.  Myer,  Houston,  Texas. 
Robt.  Carpenter,  New  Orleans. 
T.  P.  Wier,  Houston,  Texas. 
Watson  Walker,  Nacogdoches,  Tex. 
H.  C.  Berckes,  New  Orleans. 

E.  W.   Kuttler,  Keltys,  Texas. 

C.  S.  Williams,  Houston,  Texas. 
T.  L.  Delpesce,  New  Orleans. 
Bud  A.  Randolph,  Houston,  Texas. 
Victor  Alessandero,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  F.  Sullivan,  Houston,  Texas. 
Charles  A.  Brann,  Houston,  Texas. 

E.  D.  Shurter,  Dallas,  Texas. 
Judson    Frarus,   Sugarland,   Texas. 
Wilson  Compton,  Washington,  D.  C. 

D.  Stuart  Wier,  Beaumont,  Texas. 
Robert  W.  Wier,  Houston,  Texas. 
Harry  T.  Kendall,  Houston,  Texas. 
John   G.   Logue,   Flouston,   Texas. 
Gabe  Lee,  Houston,  Texas. 
Adrian   Moore,   Houston,  Texas. 

H.  P.  Parmellee,  Houston,  Texas. 
Hugh  B.  Moore,  Texas  City,  Texas. 
Alexander  Denssen,  Houston,  Tex. 
S.   L.   Gohlman,   Houston,   Texas. 
J.  Ernest  Simmons,  Houston,  Tex. 
James  S.  Anderson,  Houston,  Tex. 
J.   D.   Pickell,   Houston,   Texas. 
J.   C.   Winfree,   Houston,  Texas. 
H.   L.   Robertson,  Houston,  Texas. 

F.  E.  Wood,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.   R.  Davis,  Houston,  Texas. 
Jas.    Maroney,    Houston,   Texas. 
Melvin   Rouff,  Houston,  Texas. 


O.  N.  Jackson,  Houston,  Texas. 
Damon   Wells,   Houston,  Texas. 
Sam  R.  Lowder,  Houston,  Texas. 
Frank  H.  Young,  Houston,  Texas. 
Chas.  H.  Anders,  Houston,  Texas. 
John   F.  Maddox,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  Y.  Austin,  Houston,  Texas. 
Dave   Fitzgerald,   Houston,   Texas. 

E.  J.   Hussion,   Houston,  Texas. 
C.   A.    Perlitz,   Houston,   Texas. 
T.  J.  McMahon,  Houston,  Texas. 
John   B.   Roffoll,  Houston,  Texas. 
Jos.   E.   Roffoll,  Houston,  Texas 
Walter  L.  Barnum,  Houston,  Texas. 
Edd  R.  Campbell,  Houston,  Texas. 
Pleasant  F.  Graves,  Houston,  Tex. 
James  O.  Hill,  Houston,  Texas. 

C.   B.  Granbury,  Houston,  Texas. 
Dallas   M.   Tourtellot, 

Houston,   Texas. 
H.  F.  Schall,  Houston,  Texas. 
G.  W.  Cleveland,  Jr., 

Houston,  Texas. 
M.   E.  Teetshorn,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  A.  Smith,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  Ehrenfeld,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  A.  Ward,  Houston,  Texas. 
T.  C  May,  Houston,  Texas. 
Frank  M.  Cowen,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  M.  Boyle,  Houston,  Texas. 
S.  S.  Slater,  Houston,  Texas. 
Max  C.  Becker,  Houston,  Texas. 

F.  M.  Law,  Houston,  Texas. 
Peter  Molyneaux,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 
John  H.  Broocks,  Beaumont,  Texas. 
H.   M.   Seaman,   Houston,   Texas. 
H.  D.  Johnson,  Houston,  Texas. 
Russell  F.  Wolters,  Houston,  Tex. 
Chas.  A.  Lott,  Houston,  Texas. 
Wm.   H.   Cate,   Houston,   Texas. 
W.  O.  Grimes,  Beaumont,  Texas. 
H.  C.  Schuhmacher,   Houston,  Tex. 
R.  B.  McLaughlin,  Houston,  Texas. 
George  Sowtelle,  Houston,  Texas. 
Kirby  C.  Fortenberry, 

Houston,   Texas. 
W.  H.  Browning,  Jr.,  Houston,  Tex. 
J.   M.  Jackson,  Houston,  Texas. 
Alex.  Thompson,  Houston,  Texas. 
John  A.  Wilkins,  Houston,  Texas. 
Hoxie  H.  Thompson,  Houston,  Tex. 
M.   Tackaberry,   Houston,   Texas. 
Ervan  H.  Lightfoot,  Houston,  Tex. 
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D.  A.  Ford,  Houston,  Texas. 
S.  P.  Hudson,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  M.  Waugh,  Houston,  Texas. 
Thomas  W.  Stanley,  Houston,  Tex 
W.  T.  Eldridge,  Jr., 

Sugarland,  Texas. 
Ed  Allison,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  W.   Scott,   Houston,  Texas. 
Russell  Scott,  Houston,  Texas. 

E.  L.   Kilpatrick,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  Strauss,  Houston.  Texas. 
James  R.   O'Daniel,   Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 
David  W.  Humphrey, 

Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 
Albert  Townsend,  Houston,  Texas. 
Dr.   Edwin  J.   Kennedy, 

Houston,   Texas. 
Walter  H.  Walne,  Houston,  Texas. 
Clarence  L.  Carter,  Houston,  Tex. 
Geo.  M.   Pridgen,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  L.  Du  Mars,  Jr.,  Houston,  Texas. 
Theo.   Werner,    Houston,   Texas. 
W.  H.  Heyman,  Houston,  Texas, 
P.  R.  Plumb,  Houston,  Texas. 
Jos.  S.  Smith,  Houston,  Texas. 
H.  R.  Hampton,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  W.  Larkin,  Houston,  Texas. 
Bertie  Ray,  Houston,  Texas. 
Louis  L.  James,  Houston,  Texas. 
Ralph  O.  Herzog,  Houston,  Texas. 
E.  Clifton  Wilson,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.  J.  Williamson,  Houston,  Texas. 
S.  T.  Stanuell,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.  Lockhart,  Jr.,  Houston,  Texas. 
Ralph  C.  Cooley,  Houston,  Texas. 
Raymond  Pearson,  Houston,  Texas. 
Wm.   E.   Leopold,  Houston,  Texas. 
T.    K.   Dixon,   Houston,  Texas. 
S.   N.  O'Brien,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  W.  McCullough,  Houston,  Tex. 
J.   B.  Leaman,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  A.  Mooney,  Woodville,  Texas. 
H.  W.  Dew,  Houston,  Texas. 

C.  D.  Erwin,  Houston,  Texas. 
Wm.   Masterson,   Houston,   Texas. 
Bryan   Heard,   Houston,  Texas. 
John  W.  Parker,  Houston,  Texas. 
P.  Cary  Saint,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.  H.  Spencer,  Houston,  Texas. 
Ed  W.   Knesek,  Houston,  Texas. 

D.  Barker,   Houston,  Texas. 
David  H.  Templeton,  Houston,  Tex. 
J.  V.  Tackaberry,  Houston,  Texas. 
P.  J.  Duffy,  Houston,  Texas. 
John  Dillon,  Houston,  Texas. 
John  L.  Wortham,  Houston,  Texas. 
George  E.   B.  Peddy,  Houston,  Tex. 


Richard  Breese,  Houston,  Texas. 

E.  A.  Peden,  Houston,  Texas. 

C   E.  Evans,  Houston,  Texas. 

R.   B.  Cousins,  Houston,  Texas. 

Jno.   E.    Muckle,   Houston,   Texas. 

T.   K.  McFarland,  Houston,  Texas. 

Walter  F.  Woodul,  Houston,  Texas. 

T.  A.   Hamilton,   Houston,   Texas. 

Horace   Booth,   Houston,    I  exax 

W.  G.  Burchfield,  Houston,  Texas. 

W.   E.   (Bill)   Lea,  Orange,  Texas. 

Bess   Kirby  Rawcliffe, 
Houston,  Texas. 

Lelia  S.    Kirby,   Houston,   Texas. 

Earle  Anderson  Giraud, 
Houston,  Texas. 

Nell  McGary  Wilson, 
Houston,  Texas. 

John   Hunter  Thompson, 
Houston,  Texas. 

E.  H.  Coombs,  Houston,  Texas. 

Frank   B.    King,   Houston,  Texas. 

J.  E.  Diley,  Houston,  Texas. 

Chas.  O.  Guynes,  Houston,  Texas. 

L.  H.  Cecil,  Houston,  Texas. 

Louis  A.  Gueringer,  Austin,  Texas. 

E.  R.  Brown,  Houston,  Texas. 

E.  R.  Brown,  Jr.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Wm.  Doherty,  Houston,  Texas. 

W.  H.  McCartley,  Houston,  Texas. 

Frank  B.  McCurdy,  Houston,  Tex. 

Max   Keller,  Houston,  Texas. 

E.  F.  Rehmann,  Houston,  Texas. 

Ned  L.  Jacobs,  Sr.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Ben  S.  Davison,  Houston,  Texas. 

David  M.  Picton,  Jr.,  Houston,  Tex. 

Robt.  E.  L.  Knight,  Dallas,  Texas. 
J.  S.  Bonner,  Houston,  Texas. 

Ed   Eisemann,  Houston,  Texas. 
S.  F.  Carter,  Houston,  Texas. 
S.  F.  Carter,  Jr.,  Houston,  Texas. 
Frank   Roberts,   Houston,  Texas. 
Frank   Gibler,    Houston,   Texas. 
Ed  Kennedy,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.   B.   Horner,  Houston,  Texas. 
Gus  O.  Schulenburg,  Houston,  Tex. 
C.  C.  Cunningham,  Houston,  Tex. 
R.  D.  Gambill,  Houston,  Texas. 
Ed  Winston,  Houston,  Texas. 
Austin  Callan,  Del  Rio,  Texas. 
J.  C.   Foster,  Houston,  Texas. 
T.  L.  Waugh,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.   R.   Redfield,   Houston,  Texas. 
H.  P.  White,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.   C.   Thompson,   Houston,   Texas. 
W.  D.  Mihills,  Houston,  Texas. 
Farquhar  Campbell,  Houston,  Tex. 
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Herman  Hale,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  J.  Hussman,  Houston,  Texas. 
Frank  W.  Smith,  Houston,  Texas. 
H.   M.   Mayo,  Houston,  Texas. 
Clarence  C.  Smith,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  P.  Millar,  Houston,  Texas. 
Wm.  S.   Hipp,   Houston,  Texas. 
R.  W.   Ford,   Houston,   Texas. 
Julian  Sherrod,  Houston,  Texas. 
H.  A.  Newman,  Houston,  Texas. 
C.  W.   Hahl,  Houston,  Texas. 
Robt.  L.  Sonfield,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  R.  Allison,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  R.  Miller,  Houston,  Texas. 
Frank  R.  French,  Galveston,  Texas. 
J.  M.  Seale,  Houston,  Texas. 
Jerome  Moskowitz,  Houston,  Texas. 
Harold  Whealton,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Thos.  J.  Windham,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.   R.  Dennis,  Houston,  Texas. 
Wm.   K.  Craig,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.    E.    Kendall,    Houston,    Texas. 
O.  W.   Kendall,  Houston,  Texas. 
T.  W.   Ford,   Houston,  Texas. 
W.  W.  Bentley,  Houston,  Texas. 
Lock  McDaniel,  Sr.,  Houston,  Tex. 
Dr.  Joseph   Henry  Graves, 

Houston,  Texas. 
C.   P.   Myer,  Wiergate,  Texas. 
J.    W.    Graves,    Houston,    Texas. 
James   Charlton,   Houston,   Texas. 
Joseph    Hellen,   Houston,   Texas. 
Hyman   Hart,   Houtson,  Texas. 
Sam  Taub,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  W.  Evans,  Houston,  Texas. 
John   T.   Crotty,   Houston,   Texas. 
Raymond  Dickson,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.   C.    Pangburn,   Houston,   Texas. 
H.  A.  Spradley,   Houston,  Texas. 
J.  E.  Dodd,  Houston,  Texas. 
N.   E.  Gosdin,  Dallas,  Texas. 
W.  P.  Brintens,  Houston,  Texas. 
G.  C.  Street,  Jr.,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  L.  Tibbott,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.  A.  Piehl,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  W.  Hurley,  Houston,  Texas. 
Frank  Peigh,  Houston,  Texas. 
Jerome  Swinford,  Houston,  Texas. 
Charles  Taylor,  Houston,  Texas. 
Govin,  Houston,  Texas. 
T.  T.  Hayes,  Houston,  Texas. 
P.  R.  Cruse,  M.  D.,  Houston,  Tex. 
A.  P.  Sullivan,  Houston,  Texas. 

E.  G.  Pike,  Houston,  Texas. 

R.    F.   Williams,   Houston,   Texas. 

F.  G.   Ludwig,   Houston,  Texas. 
Fred  T.  Smith,  Houston,  Texas. 


Ed  Bloxsom,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  Henry  Weiss,  Houston,  Texas. 
Fred  L.  Pasche,  Houston,  Texas. 
Jas.    E.   Lucy,  Austin,   Texas. 
A.  S.  Vandervourt,  Houston,  Texas. 
Harry  C.  Gerlack,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  S.  Bracewell,  Houston,  Texas. 
H.   H.   Cooper,   Houston,   Texas. 
G.  T.   Lake,   Houston,  Texas. 
W.  E.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  Houston,  Tex. 
T.   Rieber,   Houston,   Texas. 
A.    McGary,    Houston,   Texas. 
George  T.  Howard,  Houston,  Texas. 
E.  Carroll,  Houston,  Texas. 
G.  D.  Jacob,  Houston,  Texas. 
Jonathan   Cox,   Houston/  Texas. 
Thomas  W.  Hopkins,  Houston,  Tex. 
John  J.   Boyle,  Houston,  Texas. 
Paul  J.  Barraco,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  W.  Terry,  Galveston,  Texas. 
Geo.  W.  Armstrong,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 
Paul  F.  Pritchard,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.   E.  Josey,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.   R.  Archer,  Houston,  Texas. 
Roy  D.  Wilson,  Houston,  Texas. 

D.  K.  Collier,  Mont  Belview,  Tex. 
Geo.  W.  Collier,   Houston,  Texas. 
Hardee  W.  Collier,  Houston,  Texas. 
Fred  C.  Wilhelm,  Houston,  Texas. 
H.   C.    Plunkett,   Houston,   Texas. 
J.   R.   Parks,  Houston,  Texas. 

J.   D.   Harvey,  Houston,  Texas. 
O.  C.  Lang,  Houston,  Texas. 
Chester  E.  Hardy,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.   Kimbell,  Houston,  Texas. 
U.  S.   McNally,   Houston,  Texas. 
W.   E.  Porter,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.   D.   Banks,   Kirbyville,  Texas. 
A.  E.  Hickerson,  Conroe,  Texas. 
R.  A.  Conselyea,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  D.  Royston,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  E.  Tucker,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  T.   Phillips,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  E.  Kurth,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  E.  Chesnutt,  Houston,  Texas. 
C.  R.  Rowe,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.   L.   Durham,   Beaumont,  Texas. 
G.  A.  Kelly,  Lufkin,  Texas. 
S.  M.  King,  Beaumont,  Texas. 
Geo.   S.    King,   Houston,   Texas. 
Jos.  Meyer,  Sr.,  Houston,  Texas. 

E.  H.   Frank,   Houston,   Texas. 
Edgar  Odell  Lovett,   Houston,  Tex. 
R.  V.  Armstrong,  Houston,  Texas. 
Ewing  Norwood,  Houston,  Texas. 
H.  H.   Knox,  Houston,  Texas. 
John  S.  Akin,  Houston,  Texas. 
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Maurice  Hirsch,  Houston,  Texas. 
T.  H.  Bass,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  Edwin  Hodges,  Houston,  Texas. 
Geo.   E.  Doscher,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  B.  Kidd,  Houston,  Texas. 
Henri  Therrien,  Houston,  Texas. 
Ernest  J.  Peters,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  T.  Gary,  Houston,  Texas. 
Clarence  R.  George,  Houston,  Tex. 
R.    H.   Garrett,    Lufkin,   Texas. 
W.   N.   Foster,   Houston,  Texas. 

D.  L.  Treadway,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.  L.  Treadway,  Houston,  Texas. 
U.  C.  Coolgrove,  Houston,  Texas. 
Robert  W.  Stroling,  Houston,  Tex. 
Wm.  Hutcheson,  Houston,  Texas. 
Chas.  S.  Chase,  Jr.,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  A.  Small,  Houston,  Texas. 

R.  A.  Pleasants,  Houston,  Texas. 
Vern    Gant,    Houston,    Texas. 
R.   E.  Hyett,  Houston,  Texas. 
S.  G.  Reed,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.   M.  Walsh,  Houston,  Texas. 
S.   L.   Hain,   Houston,  Texas. 

E.  H.  Dumble,  Houston,  Texas. 
M.  A.  Werteck,  Houston,  Texas. 
James   M.    Baird,   Houston,   Texas. 
W.  L.  Sachtlebee,  Houston,  Texas. 
Billy  McKinnon,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.   H.  Synnott,  Dallas,  Texas. 
Wm.  A.  Cline,  Houston,  Texas. 
H.  A.  Cline,  Houston,  Texas. 

R.    E.    Paine,    Houston,   Texas. 
W.  M.  Crook,  Beaumont,  Texas. 
Wm.  H.  Olschewski,  Houston,  Tex. 
J.  W.  Cantu,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  R.  Cline,  Houston,  Texas. 
P.  B.  Timpson,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.   K.  Morrow,  Houston,  Texas. 
C.  P.  Brokam,  Houston,  Texas. 
George  G.  Timmins,  Houston,  Tex. 
W.   E.  Wood,  Houston,  Texas. 
Massey  Wilson,  St.  Louis. 
O.  S.  Carlton,   Houston,  Texas. 
Robert  Lee  Henry,  Houston,  Texas. 
Robt.  E.  Lee  Saner,  Dallas,  Texas. 
R.  H.  Ward,  Houston,  Texas. 
R.   M.  Johnston,   Houston,  Texas. 
Jack   Dionne,   Houston,   Texas. 
Jacob  Wolters,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.   P.  Hobby,   Beaumont,  Texas. 
J.  C.  Hutcheson,  Jr.,  Houston,  Tex. 
James  Shelton,  Houston,  Texas. 
Geo.  W.  Graves,  Houston,  Texas. 
M.  L.  Graves,  M.  D., 

Galveston,   Tex. 
Wm.  A.  Robertson,  Houston,  Texas. 


Chas.  J.  Robertson,  Houston,  Texas. 
Wm.  S.   Patton,  Houston,  Texas. 
Joseph   M.   Cary,   Houston,  Texas. 
Wm.  T.  Hancock,  Houston,  Texas. 
M.  J.   Monroe,  Houston,  Texas. 
Geo.  R.  Christi,  Houston,  Texas. 
Joe  Miller,  Orange,  Texas. 
Geo.  J.  Mellinger,  Houston,  Texas. 
Milton  Howe,  Houston,  Texas. 
Hudson    P.    Ellis,    Houston,   Texas. 
L.  B.  Comer,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 
Marcus  Bright,  Fort  Forth,  Texas. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Brumby,  Houston,  Tex. 
A.  H.  Woodfin,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
Will  R.  Sparkman,  Dallas,  Texas. 
Wm.  Bacon,  Dallas,  Texas. 
Jas.  A.  Lewis,  Moscow,  Texas. 
Dr.   H.  S.   Kirby,   Hondo,   Texas. 
W.  E.  Adams,  Woodville,  Texas. 
J.  W.  Rawcliffe,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  D.  Hamilton,  Hemphill,  Texas. 
Chester  H.  Bryan,  Houston,  Texas. 
Stuart  A.  Giraud,  Houston,  Texas. 
J.  H.  Prentice,  Bellingham,  Wash. 
J.   W.   Smith,   Houston,   Texas. 
Charles    Bertram,   Houston,  Texas. 
Chester  W.  Craig,  Houston,  Texas. 
Robert  E.  Craig,  Houston,  Texas. 
Wallace  Ralston,  Houston,  Texas. 
S.   M.   Lister,   Houston,  Texas. 
Dr.  E.  W.  Bertner,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  W.  MacDonald,  Houston,  Texas. 
J  no.   E.  Green,  Houston,  Texas. 
E.    F.    Smith,    Houston,    Texas. 
H.    M.    Holden,   Houston,   Texas. 
J.  A.  O'Shaughnessy,  Houston,  Tex. 
T.  W.  Hunt,  Houston,  Texas. 
H.  G.  Fields,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  C.  Wood,  Houston,  Texas. 
C.    H.   Pugh,   Houston,   Texas. 
W.   O.   Woods,    Houston,   Texas. 
A.    M.    Acheson,    Trinity,    Texas. 
H.   E.    Kitcher,   Houston,  Texas. 
W.   H.   Bradley,   Houston,  Texas. 
T.   P.  Lee,  Houston,  Texas. 
Ira  C.   Hahn,   Houston,  Texas. 
J  no.   C.   Garrott,   Houston,   Texas. 
Ewin    J.    Clark,    Houston,    Texas. 
Jno.  W.   Hornsby,  Austin,  Texas. 
G.   E.   Richardson,  Jasper,  Texas. 
A.  M.  Huffman,  Beaumont,  Texas. 
E.    P.    Greenwood,    Dallas,    Texas. 
S.  W.  Sibley,  Dallas,  Texas. 
John   J.   Simmons,   Dallas,   Texas. 
Jack  B.   Blalock,  Marshall,  Texas. 
R.   C.   Duff,   Houston,  Texas. 
Paul  L.  Wakefield,  Houston,  Texas. 
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Enrico  Cerrachio,   Houston,  Texas.  B.    R.   Long,   Houston,   Texas. 

R.    F.    Phenia,    Houston,    Texas.  W.  N.  Sangster,  Houston,  Texas. 

B.  Frank  Sterling,  Houston,  Texas.  A.  M.  Bowen,  Houston,  Texas. 
John  S.  Deering,  Houston,  Texas.  J.   B.  Farthing,  Houston,  Texas. 
W.  J.  Binyon,  Jr.,  Houston,  Texas.  J.  W.  Neal,  Houston,  Texas. 
John  McClellan,  Houston,  Texas.  C.  Grunewald,  Houston,  Texas. 
Chas.  D.  Golding,  Houston,  Texas.  J.  B.   Eastham,  Flouston,  Texas. 
Wm.  J.  Bailey,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas.  Jas.    Lawlor,    Houston,    Texas. 
G.   H.  Colvin,   Ft.  Worth,  Texas.  Sam   Streetman,   Houston,  Texas. 
Robert  H.  Cornell,  Houston,  Texas.  H.   M.   Gossett,  Houston,  Texas. 
Nelson   Phillips,  Dallas,  Texas.  Lewis  Wood,  Houston,  Texas. 
Oscar  F.  Holcombe,  Houston,  Tex.  Ike  Gans,  Houston,  Texas. 

J.  S.  Cullinan,  Houston,  Texas.  George  Lirdey,  Houston,  Texas: 

Roy  Miller,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.  E.  Lipper,  Houston,  Texas. 

Chas.   J.    Kirk,   Houston,   Texas.  J.  W.  Link,  Houston,  Texas. 

J.  T.  Scott,  Houston,  Texas.  Joe  H.  Eagle,  Houston,  Texas. 

M.  L.   Foster,  Houston,  Texas.  W.  W.  Moore,  Houston,  Texas. 

Leon  Sonfield,  Beaumont,  Texas.  R.    B.   Creager,   Brownsville,  Texas. 

C.  W.  Robinson,  Houston,  Texas.  Louis  J.  Wortham,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 
Chas.  F.  Greenwood,  Dallas,  Texas.  E.   I.   Kellie,  Jasper,  Texas. 

B.  Frank   Bonner,  Houston,  Texas.  Peter  Gray  Sears,  Houston,  Texas. 
A.  M.   McFadden,  Victoria,  Texas.  Q.   U.  Watson,  Houston,  Texas. 

J.  M.  Kirwin,  Galveston,  Texas.  S.  Taliaferro,   Houston,  Texas. 

J.  F.  B.  Rawcliffe,  Houston,  Texas.  A.   D.   Simpson,   Houston,   Texas. 

Sig.  Frucht,  Houston,  Texas.  L.    L.   Adams,    Kansas   City. 

Gabe  Levy,  Houston,  Texas.  O.  H.  Carlisle,  Houston,  Texas. 

Dan  L.  Finley,  Houston,  Texas.  C.  L.   Kerr,  Houston,  Texas. 

A.  L.  Aurhus,  Houston,  Texas.  B.    B.   Gilmer,   Houston,   Texas. 

C  A.   Lilienthal,  Houston,  Texas.  G.  J.  Palmer,  Houston,  Texas. 

C.  D.  Waide,  Houston,  Texas.  C.  S.  E.  Holland,  Houston,  Texas. 
Edmund   Travis,   Austin,   Texas.  D.  J.  McRaven,  Houston,  Texas. 
Rawlins  M.  Colquitt,  Austin,  Tex.  Waldo  C.  Cole,  Monterey,  Mexico. 
Abe   M.  Levy,  Houston,  Texas.  Robt.  Funkhouser,  Houston,  Texas. 
L.  H.  Bailey,  Houston,  Texas.  A.  E.  Lundell,  Houston,  Texas. 

M.  F.  Hammond,  Houston,  Texas.  E.  C.  Down  man,  Houston,  Texas. 

J.    E.    Farnsworth,   Dallas,   Texas.  C.   E.  Hinds,  Houston,  Texas. 

W.  Y.  Fuqua,  Houston,  Texas.  L.  M.   Feagin,  Houston,  Texas. 

G.  C.   Perkins,  Houston,  Texas.  V.  H.   Roos,  Houston,  Texas. 

W.  W.  King,  Bronson,  Texas.  W.   E.  Wood,  Houston,  Texas. 

J.  H.  Jordan,  Bronson,  Texas.  V.  R.  Currie,  Houston,  Texas. 

R.  C.   Burrows,   Houston,  Texas.  B.  A.  Greenwood,  Houston,  Texas. 
E.  G.  Ainslie,  Houston,  Texas. 


S     3"     ^ 

Vacant  Chairs. 

Although  all  available  space  at  the  banquet  table  was  taken 
there  were  some  "vacant  chairs"  in  the  sense  that  certain 
friends  were  missing  whom  it  would  have  been  a  delight  to 
have  had,  finding  it  impossible  to  so  arrange  their  business  af- 
fairs as  to  enable  them  to  be  present. 
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These  sent  messages,  not  only  of  regrets  at  their  inability  to 
attend,  but  of  kindly,  beautiful  sentiment  regarding  the  honor 
guest,  which  he  cherishes  and  will  keep.  They  are  such  as 
would  inspire  any  normal  man  to  meet  life's  duties  with  a 
heart  strengthened  to  do  the  best  within  his  power. 

Some  choice  nugets,  better  than  man  might  dig  out  of  the 
gold  hills  of  the  West,  and  representative  of  the  spirit  of  them 
all,  have  been  chosen  from  the  hundreds  of  such  messages 
and  are  given  here.  They  are  well  worth  saving  and  the 
recipient  prizes  them  as  property  of  the  highest  value. 

^r     "$     ^ 

From  Senator  Joseph  Weldon  Bailey  to  Robt.  Cornell. 

Dallas,  Texas,  Nov.  6,  1923. 
It  has  been  my  privilege  to  know  Mr.  Kirby  for  many  years,  and 
to  know  him  in  almost  every  relation  which  men  sustain  towards  each 
other.  I  have  known  him  in  business,  in  politics  and  as  a  friend.  I 
have  seen  him  thoroughly  tested  in  each  of  these  relations,  and  I  have 
never  known  a  more  honorable  business  man,  or  a  more  sincere  patriot, 
or  a  more  unselfish  friend.  In  addition  to  the  great  qualities  I  have 
just  mentioned,  he  possesses  a  commanding  intellect  which  enables  him 
to  know  what  is  right,  and  he  possesses  an  unwavering  courage  to  do 
whatever  may  seem  to  him  a  duty.  Such  a  man  deserves  to  have 
a  multitude  of  friends  who  love  him  as  he  loves  them. 

J.   W.   BAILEY. 
3r     S     S 

Dallas,  Texas,  Nov.   16,   1923. 
Hon.   John    H.    Kirby: 

I  have  been  hoping  that  I  could  be  with  you  and  your  friends 
tonight,  but  have  found  it  impossible  to  come  without  neglecting  my 
duty  to  a  client  and  that  I  know  you  would  not  have  me  do.  Among 
all  who  love  you,   none  love  you  more  than   I   do. 

J.    W.    BAILEY. 
^r     ^     ^ 

Houston,    Texas,   Oct.    24,    1923. 
Mr.  Wm.   O.   Wood: 

I  am  personally  very  fond  of  Mr.  Kirby.  The  days  of  our  friend- 
ship cover  a  great  many  years  and  if  it  were  possible  I  would  be  pres- 
ent   at    the    banquet. 

ROBERT   A.   JOHN. 
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The    Umpire— Mixed   Claims   Comm.,    U.    S.   and    Germany. 

Washington,    D.    C,    Nov.   7,    1923. 

Executive  Committee,    Kirby   Banquet: 

I  very  deeply  regret  that  because  my  official  duties  hold  me  here, 
I  cannot  personally  participate  in  the  testimonial  banquet  to  be  tend- 
ered  our   distinguished   fellow   townsman   John    H.    Kirby. 

His  whole  life  bears  constant  and  convincing  testimony  of  his  great 
devotion  to  Houston  and  all  of  her  people,  and  I  would  esteem  it  a 
great  privilege  to  be  able  to  raise  my  voice  with  other  Houstonians 
in   acclaiming  our   universal   admiration,   esteem   and   affection   for   him. 

EDWIN    B.    PARKER. 
^     "5     *& 

Dallas,    Texas,    Nov.    15,    1923. 
Executive   Committee    Chairman: 

I  regret  important  business  engagement  prevents  me  attending 
banquet.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  join  in  showing  my 
fine  regard  for  Mr.  Kirby,  who  belongs  to  all  of  Texas,  and  not  merely 
you  Houstonians  who  are  privileged  to  live  in  intimate  touch  with  him. 

TOM    FINTY,   Jr. 
B*     cT     ^ 

From   Judge  Wm.   H.  Atwell  of   Dallas. 

Dallas,  Texas,   Nov.    14,    1923. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Wood: 

I  deeply  regret  that  I  cannot  accept.  It  certainly  evidences  the 
proper  spirit  for  Houstonians  when  they,  in  this  day  of  rush  and  com- 
mon forgetfulness,  are  sufficiently  thoughtful  to  honor  a  worker  while 
he  yet  lives.  Trusting  that  the  banquet  may  be  redolent  with  good 
fellowship    and    love. 

WM.  H.  ATWELL. 
S     V     cr 

From  Jesse  H.  Jones. 

New  York  City,   Nov.    17,    1923. 
Executive    Committee: 

As  previously  advised  I  greatly  appreciate  the  invitation  to  par- 
ticipate with  other  friends  in  this  timely  tribute  to  Mr.  Kirby  and 
regret  beyond  measure  my  inability  to  be  personally  present.  My  heart 
would  speak  realms  about  John  Henry  Kirby.  He  is  always  an  in- 
spiration to  me.  I  marvel  at  his  broad  vision  and  sagacity  and  some- 
times shudder  at  his  undertakings.  In  spite  of  his  own  engagements 
he  is  always  ready  with  an  open  purse  and  a  sympathetic  heart  to 
assist  those  in  need  of  assistance. 
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There  is  none  of  the  selfish  in  John  H.  Kirby  and  he  chooses  for 
his  friends  and  associates  men  to  whom  he  can  be  helpful  rather  than 
such  as  may  be  of  benefit  to  him.  He  possesses  abundantly  those 
beautiful  traits  of  character,  youth,  faith,  courage  and  optimism.  My 
toast  is  that  his  life  here  and  hereafter  may  be  as  bright  as  his  own 
beautiful    personality. 

JESSE   H.  JONES. 
V     S     cv 

Houston,  Texas,  Oct.  17,  1923. 
Mr.    W.   O.    Wood: 

I  must  be  in  New  Orleans  on  the  17th  and  will  have  to  forego  the 
pleasure  of  the  dinner.     Wishing  you  rousing  success, 

ROY  G.  WATSON. 
5-     "3"     cT 

Austin,  Texas,  Oct.  25,   1923. 
Executive   Committee: 

I  regret  very  much  I  will  be  unable  to  attend  banquet  in  honor 
of  my  esteemed  friend  John   H.   Kirby. 

H.  A.  WROE, 
Prest.   American    Ntl.    Bank. 

cv     B"     B" 

From  Judge  W.  C.   Morrow  of  The  Court  of  Appeals. 

Austin,   Texas,   Nov.    14,    1923. 
Chairman  of   Kirby   Banquet: 

I  am  sorry  that  circumstances  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  at- 
tend the  banquet  honoring  Mr.  Kirby.  Please  convey  to  him  my  cor- 
dial good  wishes  and  sincere  regards. 

W.  C.   MORROW. 
B-     "8     cY 

From  Judge  J.   M.  Terrell. 

Dallas,    Texas,    Oct.    12,    1923. 
Executive   Committee : 

To  my  profound  regret  circumstances  are  such  that  I  cannot  at- 
tend the  banquet.  Houston  is  fortunate  in  being  the  home  of  this 
splendid  gentleman.  I  say  gentleman  advisedly,  because  under  all  cir- 
cumstances he  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  gentlemen  I  have  ever  known. 
He  is  one  of  the  few  of  the  great,  if  not  the  greatest  citizen  of  this  re- 
public. No  one  can  truthfully  say  that  he  ever  deserted  a  friend,  de- 
frauded anyone  out  of  a  cent,  or  that  he  ever  betrayed  any  trust 
placed   in    him. 

J.    M.   TERRELL. 
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Chicago,  Nov.  6,  1923. 
Executive  Committee  Banquet: 

I  know  no  man  for  whom  I  have  a  higher  regard  than  John  H. 
Kirby.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  can't  be  at  the  banquet  honoring 
him. 

A.  L.  FORD, 
Managing  Editor  American  Lumberman. 

^     "&     ^ 

From   Editor  Manufacturer's  Record. 

Baltimore,   Nov.   5,    1923. 
Chairman   Executive  Committee: 

Many  years  ago  I  rejoiced  in  the  privilege  of  traveling  from  here 
to  Houston  to  pay  a  slight  tribute  to  the  wonderful  work  which  John 
H.  Kirby  had  at  that  time  achieved  for  the  industrial  development  of 
Texas.      I    would   repeat   that   experience   if   it   were   within    my   power. 

I  would  that  in  every  state  of  the  South  there  were  a  hundred 
John  Henry  Kirbys  preaching  and  practicing  as  he  has  done,  the  doc- 
trine which  makes  for  the  largest  development  of  the  country  and  the 
fullest  utilization  of  our  limitless  resources  in  men   and  materials. 

RICHARD  H.   EDMONDS. 

S     tt     S 

Kountze,  Texas,   Nov.    15,    1923. 
My  dear  big   Brother  Uncle: 

Tomorrow  when  you  are  surrounded  by  loving  friends  please  re- 
member that  you  have  a  little  niece  up  here  in  the  piney  woods  who 
loves  you  with  all  her  heart  and  is  with  you  in  thought  if  not  in  person. 

LUCY. 
"8     B"     8 

From  Governor  Parker  of  Louisiana. 

Baton    Rouge,    Oct.    31,    1923. 
Mr.    Robert   Cornell: 

It  is  a  source  of  great  regret  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
be  with  you  to  pay  tribute  to  Mr.  Kirby.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
writing  a  brief  note  as  to  what  I  think  of  John  Kirby  and  expressing 
my  regrets.  JOHN    M.    PARKER. 

S     "8     ^ 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  5,  1923. 
Executive   Committee : 

It  is  with  regrets  that  I  am  forced  to  tell  you  I  cannot  attend 
the  banquet.  My  high  appreciation  of  Mr.  Kirby  and  our  warm  per- 
sonal friendship  of  many  years  standing  makes  it  doubly  hard  to  de- 
cline, n.    WILBUR   JORDAN. 


John  Henry  Kirby  [  73 


Seguin,  Texas,  Nov.   16,    1923. 
Chairman    Invitation   Committee: 

I  regret  I  cannot  attend  the  banquet.  Mr.  Kirby  is  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens  of  Texas  and  I  would  delight  in  any  manner  and  upon 
all  occasions   to   honor  him. 

JOSEPH    B.    DIBRELL. 
B"     "5     V 

From  New  York  Lawyer. 

Executive   Committee:  New  York'  Nov-  5>  1923- 

Our  language  is  entirely  too  tenuous  to  permit  of  an  adequate 
expression  of  regret  at  my  inability  to  attend  your  banquet,  and  thus 
testify  to  my  warm,  abiding  affection  and  admiration  for  Mr.  Kirby. 
Ever  since  my  boyhood  days  in  East  Texas  Mr.  Kirby's  life  and 
his  works  have  been  my  chief  inspiration  and  his  friendship  my  pride. 
His  patriotism  is  so  intense,  his  contempt  for  worn-out  dogma  and 
political  buffoonery  is  so  thorough,  his  love  for  American  liberty  under 
the  constitution  is  so  sublime,  his  contact  with  friends  so  warm  and 
human,   that   men   are  drawn   to  him   like  steel   filings   to   the  magnet. 

ADOLPHUS   RAGAN. 
cT     *     15 

Chairman    Banquet   Committee:  UvaIde'    Texas'    Nov'    I6'    I923" 

I  have  known  Mr.  Kirby  30  years  and  the  older  I  get  the  better 
1  like  him  and  I  consider  it  my  misfortune  not  to  be  able  to  attend 
the  banquet  and  help  to  honor  him. 

T.   P.   ROBERTS. 
"8     S     S 

To  Chairman  W.  O.  Wood:  San  Antonio'  Texas'  Nov'  15'  1932' 

I  attended  school  with  Mr.  Kirby  and  have  always  held  him  in 
high  esteem.  His  great  life  ought  to  serve  well  as  an  inspiration  for 
all  the  young  men  of  our  state.  Sorry  I  can't  attend  but  tender  to 
him  my  love.  J.   L.    BROWNE. 

B"     B"     B" 

Jno.   H.    Kirby:  New    York>    Nov'    16'    I923- 

You  will  never  know  how  sorry  I  am  that  I  cannot  reach  Hous- 
ton for  your  banquet.  May  it  be  the  best  banquet  for  the  greatest 
man    in   Texas.  JASPER    PEAVY. 

cT      B"      B 
John    H.    Kirby:  Washington,    Nov.    16,    1923. 

Birthday  greetings  and  my  affectionate  regards  to  you  Governor. 
May  the  days  to  come  be  many  and  filled  with  happiness. 

R.  F.  FORD. 
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Chicago,    111.,   Nov.    17,    1923. 

John    H.    Kirby: 

Sixty-three,  in  health  and  a  name  unsullied  and  surrounded  by  those 

dearest    and    many    intimate    and    devoted    friends,    besides    those    other 

thousands  of  absent  ones  who  you  love  and  who  love  you,  is  enough 

to  fill  any  big  man's  heart  with  joy  and  thankfulness.  Won't  you  please 

consider    me    present    in    spirit? 

A.    L.    v^L./\  K.  i\. . 

B-      cT     B" 

Seattle,  Wash.,  Nov.   13,   1923. 
Hon.   John    Henry    Kirby: 

Sorry  I  cannot  sit  with  you  for  considerable  victuals  and  a  little 
drop  to  drink  on  17th.  But  accompanied  by  the  spirit  of  the  forest, 
both  invisible,  will  stand  behind  your  chair  to  do  honor  to  the  man  from 
Peachtree    Village.  BOLLING  ARTHUR  JOHNSON. 

ST     B     B 

Chicago,   111.,  Nov.   15,   1923. 
John  Henry   Kirby: 

Another  milestone  has  been  passed.  Sincerely  hope  you  will  have 
many  more  in  the  future  and  that  each  succeeding  year  will  bring 
you  health,   prosperity   and   happiness.  jyj    yj    TUEFEL. 

B     B     B 

Dallas,  Texas,  Nov.  16,  1923. 
John    H.    Kirby: 

On  this,  your  sixty-third  birthday,  we  wish  for  you  many  happy 
years  blessed  with  health  and  friendship  and  filled  with  all  the  best 
that  life  can  give.  P.    L.    GARTH. 

B     B     B 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  Nov.   16,   1923. 
Hon.   John   H.    Kirby: 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  cannot  attend  the  banquet.  Your 
life  has  been  such  as  to  compel  the  ladies  to  admire  you,  your  friends 
to  love  you  and  your  country  to  honor  you.  It  is  the  sincere  wish  of 
your  friends  that  you  will  continue  to  do  good  for  many,  many  years 
and  that  each  year  will  be  filled  with  happiness  and  plenty. 

J.   A.    ELKINS. 
B     B     B 

New  York,  Nov.   15,   1923. 
Executive  Committee: 

I  greatly  regret  my  inability  to  be  present  at  the  banquet  to  be 
given  John  H.  Kirby.  It  takes  a  great  man  to  make  a  great  state 
famous.  It  is  my  misfortune  to  be  unable  to  attend  the  dinner  to  the 
Governor,  who  more  than  any  other  living  man  stands  for  Texas. 

E.   G.    BUDINGTON. 
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T  ,       „  r>.  ,  Dallas,    Texas,    Nov.    17,    1923. 

Gov.   John    Henry    Kirby: 

Many   happy    returns   for   your   birthday.     May   you   enjoy    many 

more   and   the   people   of   Texas   as   well   as   the   nation    profit   by   the 

worthy   example    set   for   them    in   the   life   you    have    lived,    the   great 

principles   you    promulgate    and   fight   for    and   the    many   friends   who 

love  you.     Regret    I    cannot   be   present.  EARL  HURT 

^     ^     5 

f  .      „'"„..  Chicago,   111.,  Nov.   17,   1923. 

John  H.   Kirby: 

Hope  you  are  as  well  and  happy  at   163  as  you  are  at  sixty-three. 

JOHN  BURKE.   JACK  HORNER. 

B"  S  B 

.  ,       TI  ....  Beaumont,   Texas,   Nov.    17,    1923. 

John    Henry    Kirby: 

Regret  that   I   am   unable  to  be  present  and  express  in  person  the 

deep  affection  and  admiration  for  you  that  thousands  of  your  friends 

possess,  among  whom   I   feel  honored  to  be  numbered. 

DAN   G.    FOLAN. 

3"     B     3* 

T  h     H    K"  h  Hughes  Springs,  Texas,  Nov.  17,  1923. 

I  remember  your  kindness  when  I  built  the  community  house 
at  Silsbee.  1  am  glad  you  were  born.  I  wish  for  you  a  happy  evening 
and  pray  God  that  your  years  .may  be  many. 

G.  H.  COLLINS,  Pastor  M.  E.  Church  South. 

5*     B"    B 

„  „.  ,       D  Gulfport,   Miss.,   Nov.    17,    1923. 

loastmaster    Kirby    Banquet: 

Few  regrets  in  life  have  been  so  keen  as  is  caused  by  my  inability 
to  join  you  tonight  in  paying  tribute  to  a  peerless  citizen  and  lovable 
man,  whom  it  is  my  privilege  to  call  friend.  Please  extend  my  felicita- 
tions. 

JAS.  A.   KIRBY. 

b    ar    ct 

T  u     „    __.  .  New  Orleans,  La.,  Nov.  17,  1923. 

John   H.   Kirby: 

I    regret   more   than    I    can   say  my   inability   to   be  with   you   this 

evening  to  express  personally  my  every  good  wish  for  your  success  and 

haPpin6SS-  W.    B.   GILLICAN. 

«•     Sr    B* 

_  Texarkana,   Ark.,   Nov.    17,    1923. 

Executive    Committee: 

Am  sorry  that  it  is  impossible  to  be  with  you  to  evidence  in  person 

my  esteem  for  your  distinguished  citizen,  Hon.  John  H.   Kirby.    He  has 
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not  kept  his  alabaster  box  of  love  and  tenderness  sealed  while  his 
friends  lived,  to  send  flowers  when  dead.  But  I  believe  more  than  any 
living  man  Mr.  Kirby  has  given  cheer  and  happiness  and  hope  to  his 
fellows.  I  know  that  when  taps  are  sounded  his  blessing  will  be  as 
Abou   Ben  Adhem  and  he  will   lead  all  the  rest. 

GUS   SHAW. 
*5     S     5 

Dallas,   Texas,   Nov.    17,     1923. 
R.  H.  Cornell: 

Regret  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  tonight  to  join  in  paying  tribute 
to  the  worth  of  John  H.  Kirby.  He  is  an  honor  to  Houston  and  to 
Texas.  Many  friends  and  many  worthy  public  causes  and  charities 
have  benefitted  by  his  great  generosity.  Without  holding  public  office 
he  has  rendered  great  public  service  and  is  now  in  a  position  to  render 
still  greater  service  to  the  people  of  the  state  and  country  as  a  whole. 

O.    B.    COLQUITT. 
3"     S     cT 

Fort    Worth,    Texas,    Nov.    16,    1923. 
Executive   Committee: 

Sincerely  regret  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  attend  dinner 
in  honor  of  John  H.  Kirby  tonight.  As  a  fellow  East  Texan  of  the 
piney  woods  I  hold  John  Kirby  in  very  high  esteem  and  had  hoped 
until   now  that   I    would   be   able   to   be   present   at   the   banquet   in   his 

h0n0r'  D.  D.  MOORE, 

Publisher   Ft.  Worth   Record. 

c^     "S     cr 

Chicago,   111.,  Nov.   17,   1923. 
Robert  H.  Cornell: 

The  most  important  engagement  of  my  life  prevents  my  being  with 

you   tonight.   Although    absent,    I    cannot   but   believe   that   your   dinner 

to  the  governor  is  a  recognition  of  the  thought  that,  after  all,  it  is  a 

man,  not  money;  character,  not  commerce,  that  forms  a  basic  structure 

for  our  civilization.  R     R    JQRDAN 

^      cT     cr 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  Oct.  24,   1923. 
Executive   Committee: 

It  is  with  deep  regret  I  am  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure  of 
attending  the  banquet  in   honor  of  John   Henry   Kirby. 

Please  express  to  Mr.  Kirby  my  sincere  regrets,  and  at  the  same 
time  I  am  delighted  to  learn  the  people  of  Houston  appreciate  this 
great  man.  He  has  few  equals  and  no  superiors  in  the  state  when 
it  comes  to  having  qualifications  that  go  to  make  up  and  round  out 
a  good  citizen.  ]RE    ^    pRYQR^ 
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Lufkin,    Texas,    Nov.    16,    1923. 
Mr.   Robert  H.  Cornell: 

I  want  to  express  my  regrets  at  not  being  able  to  attend  the 
banquet  to  John  Henry  Kirby,  and  to  say  that  all  East  Texas  ap- 
preciates him,  for  in  him  we  know  we  have  a  great  and  a  good  man, 
a  real  lover  of  the  constitution,  and  a  believer  in  the  fundamentals 
that  go  to  make   up   a  great  democratic  country. 

I.    D.    FAIRCHILD. 
3"     S     S 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  Nov.   15,   1923. 
Hon.   Wm.   O.   Wood: 

Mr.  Kirby  does  not  belong  to  Houston  alone,  but  to  Texas  and 
the  South.    I  cannot  be  present  as  much  as  I  would  like  to  be. 

J.   F.   CARL. 
S     ^     $ 

Union    City,    Tenn.,    Nov.    6,    1923. 
Executive    Committee : 

Regret  very  much  I  cannot  be  at  banquet  to  honor  John  Henry 
Kirby,  the  most  remarkable  man  that  it  has  ever  been  my  pleasure 
to    know. 

J.   F.  DOBBINS. 
S     S     S 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Nov.    1,   1923. 
Executive   Committee : 

1  know  Mr.  Kirby  well  and  it  is  no  surprise  to  me  that  his  fellow 
citizens  pay  him  this  very  great  compliment.  I  regret  my  inability 
to   attend. 

JOHN   W.    BLODGETT, 

Blodgett   Company,   Ltd. 
^     cT     5" 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Nov.   12,   1923. 
Executive    Committee: 

I  very  greatly  regret  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  attend 
the  dinner,  as  I  hold  our  friend  John  Henry  in  very  high  esteem. 

CHAS.  S.   KEITH, 
Prest.  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

cT     S     ^ 

Fort    Worth,    Texas,    Nov.    15,    1923. 
Executive    Committee : 

I  appreciate  your  kind  invitation  and  very  much  regret  I  will  be 
unable    to   attend. 

M.   SANSOM. 
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Executive    Committee:  Beaumont,  Texas,  Nov.    15,    1923. 

Wish  to  say  that  I  entertain  a  very  high  regard  for  Hon.  John 
Henry  Kirby  and  in  my  opinion  there  is  no  one  in  the  country  who 
deserves    this    testimonial    more    than    he.     Regret    my    inability    to    be 

present  CHAS.   H.   STROECK. 

S     ^>     S 

Executive    Committee:  Beaumont,  Texas,  Nov.  7,    1923. 

Appreciating  the  most  estimable  worth '  that  Mr.  Kirby  has  been 
to  South  Texas,  I  should  like  to  be  among  those  to  do  him  homage, 
but   I   find   it  impossible   to   attend   the   banquet. 

E.   A.    FLETCHER. 
cr     ^r     ^ 

Executive    Committee:  Wilkes-Barre,    Pa.,    Nov.    6,    1923. 

Will  you  kindly  convey  to  Mr.  Kirby  my  great  regret  in  not  being 
able  to  be  present  at  the  banquet.  I  know  of  no  one  whom  I  honor 
and  respect  for  his  ability  and  straightforward  dealings  as  much  as  I 
do  John   H.   Kirby.     I'm  proud  to  bear  his  name. 

F.    M.    KIRBY. 
B-     B"     tf 

Mr.   Wm.   O.   Wood:  San  Antonio>   Texas,   Nov.    14,    1923. 

Regret  very  much  that  my  duties  here  will  not  permit  me  leaving 
the  city  on  the  date  of  the  banquet.     Assuring  you  of  my  appreciation. 

JOHN  W.  TOBIN. 

?>     -&     cT 

Letters  of  Acceptance. 

Hundreds  of  letters  of  acceptance  were  received  by  Messrs. 
Robert  H.  Cornwell  and  W.  E.  Wood,  of  the  invitation  com- 
mittee, as  well  as  by  the  honoree  himself.  While  but  a  few 
jewels  were  taken  from  such  letters  to  be  placed  in  this  store- 
room of  treasures,  the  senders  are  assured  that  each  and  every 
good  word  oi  wish  in  all  of  them  have  found  a  permanent 
abiding  place  in  the  appreciative  heart  of  him  for  whom  they 
were  intended. 

Beaumont,   Texas,   Oct.   24,    1923. 
"It  is  with  pleasure   I   accept.     I   have  known  Mr.   Kirby  about  23 
years  and   I   believe  him   to  be  one  of  the  great  men  of  the  country." 

W.   M.   CROOK. 
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Galveston,  Texas,  Oct.  24,   1923. 
"There   is  no  citizen  of  Texas  who,   by  his  constructive  efforts  in 
behalf  of  his  state,   has  earned  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  more 
than   John   H.    Kirby.     My   compliments   to  your   committee   for   their 
thoughtfulness   in   planning   a   tribute   to   a   man   of   his   character." 

H.    KEMPNER. 

S      S       CT 

Beaumont,  Texas,  Nov.    1,    1923. 
"I   know  no  one  in  the  country  who  deserves  this  testimonial  more 
than   Mr.    Kirby,   and   I    beg  to  assure  you  that  no  one   holds  him  in 
higher  esteem  than  the  writer."  n    p    njorvFI  I 

Prest.  American   National    Bank. 

CT       B*       CT 

Austin,   Texas,   Oct.   24,    1923. 
"I    will    regard    it    as    a    distinct    privilege    to    be    present   and    pay 
tribute   to   one   of   the   best   men   in   the   world." 

L.  A.  GUERINGER. 

cT     ^r     cr 

Brownsville,  Texas,  Nov.  3,   1923. 
"There   is  no  man   in   Texas  whom    I    admire  more   than  John   H. 
Kirby  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  very  sincere  pleasure  to  be  permitted 
to  participate  in  a  celebration   in  his  honor." 

R.    B.    CREAGER. 
CT     B"      cT 

San   Antonio,   Texas,   Oct.   24,    1923. 
"1   am  a  great  admirer  of  Mr.   Kirby  and  if   I   anticipated  that  it 
would  be  at  all  possible  for  me  to  be  at  the  banquet   I   would  gladly 

accept"  CLAUDE  V.  BIRKHEAD. 

^     ^     ^ 

Houston,  Texas,  Nov.  8,   1923. 
"I    am    sure    that    Mr.    Kirby   well    deserves    this    tribute    from    his 
friends.     He  is  a  national  figure  in  the  business  world  and   a  valuable 
asset  to  Houston  and  the  state."  GEORGE    W.    DIXON. 

^       ^       CT 

Houston,  Texas,  Oct.  21,  1923. 
"Nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  have  an  opportunity 
in  a  public  way  to  express  my  opinion  of  this  great  captain  of  industry, 
this  successful  builder,  this  man  of  such  splendid  vision,  whose  work 
and  personality  mean  so  much  to  his  city,  his  county,  his  state  and 
his  nation.     It  affords  me  pleasure  to  accept." 

FRANK    ANDREWS. 
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Jasper,    Texas,    Nov.    1,    1923. 
"If   not   providentially   hindered    I    will   attend   the   banquet   to   Mr. 
Kirby  and   help   honor  this  great  and  good  man  whom    I    am  glad  to 
own   as  my  friend. 

WALTER   P.   SMITH. 
^    B    B" 

Jasper,  Texas,  Nov.  2,  1923. 
"If  nothing  happens  I  will  be  on  hand  and  add  what  I   can  in  the 
way  of  tribute  to  this  great  and  good  man." 

G.    E.    RICHARDSON. 
cT     B     ^ 

La  Porte,  Texas,  Oct.  25,  1923. 
It  is  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  participate  in  your  testimonial 
banquet.  Houston  has  many  men  deserving  of  honor,  but  when  it 
comes  to  physical  perfection,  personal  charm,  lion-hearted  courage,  fine 
executive  ability,  a  generous  hand  and  real  sacrificing  love  of  law  and 
liberty,  the  combination  spells  John  Henry  Kirby,  gentleman  sans  peur 
et    sans    reproche." 

(Rt.    Rev.)    J.    M.    KIRWIN. 

^r     B     c? 

San    Antonio,    Texas,    Nov.    9,    1923. 
"There  is  no  man  in  Texas  whom  I  would  more  gladly  honor  in  any 
way   I    possibly  could." 

A.    J.    BELL. 

B     B     B" 

Houston,  Texas,  Nov.  14,  1923. 
"I  assure  you  that  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  at 
the  banquet,  because  I  have  many  reasons  to  admire  and  esteem  Mr. 
Kirby.  It  should  be  an  inspiration  to  anyone  to  know  that  they  had 
been  invited  to  be  present  and  participate  in  a  banquet  to  him.  Mr. 
Kirby  means  much  to  Houston  in  the  present  and  in  the  future." 

ABE    M.    LEVY. 

*5     ^     S 

Galveston,   Texas,   Nov.    11,    1923. 
"Many   thanks  for  the  opportunity  to  testify  a  generous  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  and  worth  of  John  H.   Kirby." 

(DOCTOR)  M.  L.  GRAVES. 
^     B'     ^ 

Dallas,    Texas,    Oct.    25,    1923. 
"It  would  take  a  great  deal  to  keep  me  away,  because  there  is  no 
other  man  I  would  more  enjoy  helping  to  honor." 

J.   N.   SYNNOTT. 
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Dallas,   Texas,   Oct.   25,    1923. 
"It   is  indeed   a  great  pleasure   to   be   present  in   paying  tribute   to 
not   only  your   distinguished   citizen   of   Houston,   but   of   the   State   of 
Texas  and  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  as  well." 

JNO.    J.    SIMMONS. 
3T     IS     3- 

Austin,  Texas,  Nov.   11,   1923. 
"I    am   devoted  to  your  guest   of  honor,   John   H.    Kirby,  whom    I 
know  to   be   a  great  outstanding   character.    I    will   be   delighted   to   be 

Wlth  you"  JNO.   W.    HORNSBY. 

5"     B"     IS 

Austin,  Texas,  Oct.  30,   1923. 
"I    shall   take   a   real   pleasure   in    being   present   to   testify   by   my 
presence  my  esteem  for   Mr.    Kirby." 

(judge)  t.  h.  McGregor. 

S     5*     3" 

Austin,  Texas,  Oct.  24,  1923. 
"I   believe  in  flowers  for  the  living  and   I   am  extremely  partial  to 
John    H.    Kirby.     I    regard    him    as    one    of    Texas'    big,    lovable,    un- 
conquered   spirits,   and   believe   me  we   need  more  of  his  type  in   these 
bizarre  days.    I  shall  make  every  effort  to  attend  the  banquet." 

WILBUR  P.  ALLEN. 
3r     5"     $ 

Jasper,  Texas,   Nov.    1,    1923. 
"I  will  be  at  the  banquet  if  I  have  to  walk.    I  had  rather  see  Mr. 
Kirby  than  any  friend  in  the  world."  P     ,     KFLLIE 

B-     cv    3r 

Houston,  Texas,  Oct.  22,  1923. 
"As    a    citizen,    statesman,    financier    and    polished    gentleman    Mr. 
Kirby  has  no  superior  in   my  judgment   and  unless   I    am   seriously  ill 
I  will  be  at  the  banquet."  J0HN   M    MATHIS    Sr 

^     ^     ?> 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  Nov.   16,   1923. 
Few   men    have    done    as    much    as    Mr.    Kirby    in    developing    the 
business    interests    of    Texas    and    inculcating    sound    political    principles. 
He  has  rendered  a  public  service  for  which  he  will  deserve  the  highest 
commendation.  HOWARD    TEMPLETON. 

V     V     V 

Chicago,  111.,  Nov.  3,   1923. 
"I  will  be  more  than  pleased  to  be  with  you  in  anything  that  can 
be  done  for  so  grand  and  worthy  a  man  as   Hon.  John   H.    Kirby." 

ROBT.   CARPENTER. 
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Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  Oct.  30,   1923. 
"I   am  only  too  glad  to  contribute  what  little   I   can  towards  hon- 
oring a  man  who  has  done  so  much  for  our  country  as  Mr.   Kirby." 

L.   B.   COMER. 

^     ^    ^ 

New  Orleans,  Oct.  26,    1923. 
"It  gives  me  pleasure  to  join  in  this  courtesy  to  Mr.   Kirby.    I  will 

be  there"  BUCKNER   CHIPLEY. 

3r    S    K 

Houston,  Texas,  Nov.  16,  1923. 
I  am  looking  forward  to  and  expecting  to  attend  the  dinner  in 
your  honor.  I  recall  a  similar  occasion  twenty-two  years  ago.  You 
have  fulfilled  the  high  expectation  concerning  yourself  which  we  all  in- 
dulged and  gave  voice  to  on  that  occasion.  You  probably  do  not  realize 
to  what  an  extent  your  life  and  career  have  been  an  inspiration  to 
me,  as  no  doubt  they  have  been  to  many  others." 

R.  C.  DUFF. 
cr     S     S 

Dallas,  Texas,  Nov.   15,   1923. 
"I  know  of  no  man  more  deserving  of  this  great  honor  than  your- 
self  and    I    should   be   delighted   to   add   my   own   appreciation   by   my 
presence."  ED  w0ODALL. 

CT       S       S 

Terrell,  Texas,  Nov.  14,   1923. 
"The    most    valuable    of    the    many    good    deeds    standing    to   your 
credit   is  your  generous  aid  to  friends  in  distress.    Wishing  you  many 
more  years  of  good  health   and   usefulness." 

J.   M.   HARDAWAY. 

n     ,.  Dallas,  Texas,   Oct.   25,    1923. 

Gentlemen: 

I   accept  with  pleasure  your  invitation  to  attend  the  banquet  given 
in  honor  of  Mr.  John  H.   Kirby.  E    p    GREENWOOD, 

Prest.    Great    Southern    Life 

S     S     "8 

Gentlemen:  Dallas'   Texas'  0ct'  25'    1923' 

Replying  to  invitation  to  banquet  in  honor  of  John  H.   Kirby,  beg 
to  advise  1  will  attend.  g    ^    SIBLEY 

Active  V.-P.  Southwest  National  Bank 
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.       „  Dallas,  Texas,  Oct.  27,    1923. 

Executive   Committee: 

I   hope  to  attend  the  banquet  honoring  John   H.    Kirby. 

LUTHER  NICKELS. 

^     ^     ^ 

„      ,  Dallas,   Texas,   Nov.  6,    1923. 

Gentlemen: 

It   is   with    pleasure    I    accept   kind   invitation    to   banquet   honoring 

John  H.  Kirby. 

Wm.    BACON. 

3-    ?>    ?r 

„  Austin,  Texas,  Oct.  24,   1923. 

Executive  Committee: 

It    will    give    me    the    greatest    pleasure    to    attend    the    banquet    in 

honor   of    Mr.    Kirby. 

JAS.    E.   LUCY, 

Texas   Manager   American   Surety   Company. 

?T     ^r     1$ 

.       _  Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  6,   1923. 

Executive   Committee: 

I  will  be  present  at  the  Testimonial  Dinner  to  Mr.   Kirby. 

WILSON    COMPTON. 

^     ^r     £> 

.  .    „  San  Antonio,  Oct.  25,    1923. 

Executive  Committee: 

I   wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and  acceptance  of   an   invitation 

to  attend  the  banquet  tendered  the  Hon.  John   H.    Kirby. 

DICK   O.   TERRELL. 

^      S       CT 

_  ■        .       _  Texarkana,  Texas,   Nov.   3,    1923. 

Executive   Committee: 

It  will   be  a  very  great  pleasure  to  attend  the  banquet. 

N.  A.  SHAW. 

tf     ~5     S 

Galveston,  Texas,  Oct.  26,   1923. 
Executive  Committee: 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  accept  your  kind   invitation   to   the   ban- 
quet tendered  Hon.  John  Henry   Kirby. 

J.  W.  TERRY. 
"5     'S     tf 

Houston,   Texas,   Nov.    16,    1923. 
Executive  Committee: 

I    should    like    to    be    present    to    pay    honor    to    our    distinguished 
Cltizen-  W.  C.   MOORE. 
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From    R.    E.    L.    Saner,    President   American    Bar   Association. 

(Mr.  Saner,  who  was  present  at  the  banquet,  reached  the  city  in  time 
under  difficulties.  He  spoke  before  the  West  Virginia  State  Bar  Associa- 
tion at  Morgantown  on  Nov.  15.  Then  in  ord{er  to  reach  Houston  by  the 
17th  he  had  to  go  in  an  automobile  sixty  miles  to  Clarksburg,  leaving 
there  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  for  St.  Louis  and  there  tak- 
ing the  Sunshine  Special,  which  arrived  45  minutes  before  the  dinner 
started.) 

w     ^        %t      „.  ,  Dallas,  Texas,  Oct.  30,   1923. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Kirby: 

"Although  it  will  require  the  working  out  of  a  very  close  schedule 
in  view  of  my  other  engagements,  I  am  going  to  make  a  desperate 
effort  to  be  present  at  the  banquet.  I  want  to  say  to  you  in  all  sin- 
cerity that  there  is  no  American  in  public  life  today  (or  in  private  life 
either  for  that  matter)  who  better  deserves  an  honorary  banquet  by 
his  friends  and  admirers  than  your  own  good  self.  In  the  work  in 
which  I  have  been  engaged  as  Chairman  of  the  Citizenship  Committee 
of  the  American  Bar  Association  I  have  sometimes  felt  somewhat  dis- 
couraged at  the  scarcity  of  really  unselfish,  public-spirited  citizens  who 
feel  some  obligation  to  give  back  to  their  country  in  the  way  of  service 
some  part  of  what  they  have  received  in  the  way  of  material  and 
spiritual  benefits  under  our  system  of  government,  which,  in  theory  at 
least,  affords  a  land  of  individual  liberty  and  equal  opportunity  before 
the  law.  I  am  not  now  referring  so  much  to  financial  support  as  sup- 
port in  the  way  of  personal  counsel  and  individual  civic  activity  on  the 
part  of  men  who  have  no  axes  to  grind  and  who  are  unselfishly  patriotic 
in  their  devotion  to  the  public  good  and  the  essential  institutions  which 
our  fathers  established  and  which  are  today  being  threatened,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  as  never  before  in  our  history. 

"All  honor  to  you,  my  dear  sir,  because  I  sincerely  believe  that 
you  are  entitled  to  be  placed  in  the  numerically  small  number  of  citi- 
zens above  referred  to.  And  I  think  that  this  should  be  said  while  you 
are  still  alive  and  young  and  vigorous.  I  will  be  there  if  possible  and 
by  my  presence  at  least  testify  to  the  esteem  in  which  all  good  citizens 
hold  you.  Very  sincerely  yours, 

R.   E.   L.  SANER. 
^     ^r     §- 

Other   Expressions  Taken   From   Letters   Received. 

Thos.  N.  Hill  of  Beaumont  wrote:  "Mr.  Kirby  is  a  citizen  of 
whom  not  only  Houston  but  the  entire  Southland  should  be  proud." 

S.  B.  Cooper,  Jr.  wrote:  "It  is  needless  for  me  to  assure  you  that 
it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  be  with  you  at  the  Testimonial  Ban- 
quet to  Hon.  John  H.  Kirby." 
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W.  B.  Gillican  of  New  Orleans:  "Express  to  Mr.  Kirby  on  that 
evening  my  sincere  good  wishes." 

R.  L.  Kempner  of  Galveston:  "I  am  a  great  admirer  of  Mr.  Kirby 
as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen." 

Martin  Behrman  of  New  Orleans:  "I  hope  the  banquet  will  be  a 
complete  success,  such  as  it  should  be  in  acknowledgement  of  the  splen- 
did service  Mr.   Kirby  is  rendering." 

W.  E.  Connell,  president  First  National  Bank  Fort  Worth:  "I  will 
not  be  able  to  attend,  although  I  would  like  to  be  there." 

John  Lester  Wroe  of  Houston:  "I  want  to  join  the  Governor's 
friends  in  paying  tribute  to  his  worth  and  character." 

E.  C.  Hole,  manager  American  Lumberman  Chicago:  "I  have  often 
wondered  whether  the  people  of  Houston  appreciated  the  fact  that  they 
have  a  national  character  within  their  midst.  We  have  come  to  look 
upon  Mr.  Kirby  as  one  of  the  great  defenders  of  the  constitution. 
Chicago  is  always  delighted  to  have  him   come." 

J.  W.  Flanagan  of  New  York:  "Nothing  could  give  me  more  pleas- 
ure than  to  attend  were  it  in  my  power." 

Jasper  Peavy  of  Shreveport,  La.:  "I  do  not  know  of  a  meeting 
anywhere  I  had  rather  attend.  I  am  going  to  manage  mighty  hard  to 
be  present." 

J.  D.  Banks  Kirbyville:  "I'll  be  at  the  banquet  honoring  John  H. 
Kirby  if  it  is  possible." 

"S-     -^r     "^r 

r  Bronson,  Texas,  Oct.  28,   1923. 

Executive  Committee: 

If   not   providentially   hindered    I    expect    to    be   with   you   on    this 

splendid   occasion    and   join   you   good   people   in   helping   mix   sunshine 

with  John   H.   Kirby's  sunshiny  disposition.  vi^m 

W.   W.    KING. 

S     S     "8 

x,      T  u      „     _,.  L  Woodville,  Texas,  Nov.  20,   1923. 

Mr.   John    H.    Kirby. 

My    dear    Friend:     "On    returning   from    the    Baptist    Convention    I 

saw   in   the   Houston   Chronicle   an   account  of  your    Birthday   Banquet. 

As   I    read  the  beautiful  tributes  paid  you,  deep  down   in  my  heart  in 

silent,  tender  thought,   I   offered  my  tribute  also,  and  my  mind   turned 

back  to  the  days  of  your  youth.    I   had  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  first 

time  I  saw  you,  a  school  boy  then,  wearing  a  straw  hat  beneath  which 

was  that  happy  smiling  face.    *   *  *    With   a  degree  of  joy   I    also  go 

back  to  that  night  when  you  raised  me  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  master 

Mason,    and    to    another    night    when    together    we    stood    beneath    the 

beautiful   arch.    I    feel   that  we   have   not   lived   in   vain.    You   in   your 
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sphere    as   a   financier   have   succeeded   gloriously   and    I    in    an    humble 

way   have   lead    a    number   of   noble   men    and   women    to   the    Master. 

Some  in  their  tributes  have  spoken  of  you  as  a  statesman,  lawyer  and 

philanthropist.     But    I    have    thought    of   you    from    a    higher   point   of 

greatness,   that  of  a  true  friend."  ,«„«,x    ^^  ,.,    ^..^^^ 

(REV.)  JEFF  W.   RHODES. 

S     V     ^ 

_         .,      __.  ,  Houston,  Texas,  Nov.   11,   1923. 

Dear  Mr.   Kirby: 

No   man   in   Texas   ever   had   a   bigger   idea   than   yours   when   you 

conceived   the   idea  of  organizing   the    Kirby   Lumber   Company.    *  *   * 

There    are    thousands    of    people    in    Texas    who    are    indebted    to    you 

whether  they  acknowledge  it  or  not.    I   hope  you  will  always  prosper. 

JOHN    B.   WARREN. 

3"     ^     "S* 

T  ,       „  Conroe,  Texas,  Nov.  20,  1923. 

Dear  John   H.: 

Am   very  sorry    I    could   not   attend   the   banquet,   but   was   sick.     I 

read  the  beautiful  tributes  paid  to  you,  and  knowing  that  you  deserve 

all  the  praise,  made  me  want  to  be  present  all  the  more. 

R.  L.  WEATHERSBY. 

^r     -&     s 

Houston,   Nov.    18,    1923. 
My   dear   Mr.    Kirby: 

"It  is  now  a  rare  occasion  when  one  meets  a  real  man  who  com- 
bines all  the  loveableness  of  a  human  being  with  those  rare  qualities 
which  bring  material  success.  According  to  the  verdict  of  your  friends 
you  combine  these  qualities  in  perfect  proportion,  and  that  is  why  they 
so  enjoyed  honoring  you   last  night."  HUNT    McCALEB 

3r    S    3r 

Houston,  Texas,  Nov.   16,   1923. 
My  dear  John  Henry: 

"Wheresoever  Faith  is  planted,  the  growth  of  Hope  is  found.    That 

Faith    enables   ye    to    remove    all    obstacles   and    that    Hope    makes    thy 

vision  clearer.    These  have  enabled  you  to  win  that  plaudit:  'Well  done 

thou  good   and  faithful  servant!'  on  your  sixty-third  birthday. 

FRANK  B.   KING. 

^r     ^     ^, 

Austin,   Texas,    Nov.    16,    1923. 
My   dear    Mr.    Kirby: 

"Every  child  in  Texas  owes  you  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  helpful 
service  you  rendered  in  the  law  making  branch  of  the  Texas  govern- 
ment. I  wish  I  could  be  at  the  banquet  to  testify  to  this  incident  in 
your  career  as  a  legislator.  y_   ^   McGREGQR^ 
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-.,,-.  New  Orleans,  Oct.  27,   1923. 

Executive  Committee: 

I  accept  with  pleasure  and  wish  to  thank  you  for  inviting  me  to 
thiS   banqUet  E.   A.    BURGUIERES. 

V  B"    S 

_     _,      _      ,  , ,    ,  Galveston,  Texas,  Nov.  14,  1923. 

To    The  Gentlemen  Assembled: 

"I    would    suggest   that   at   this   dinner   we    put   the   name   of   John 

Henry   Kirby  before  the  people  for  president  of  the   United  States." 

A.   R.  HOPKINS, 

Ex-U.   S.   Commissioner. 

Sr     ^r     ^r 

.       _         .  St.  Louis,  Nov.   12,   1923. 

Executive  Committee: 

I    hope  you  will  have   a  delightful   time  and  sure  wish   I    could   be 

with   you   to  help   honor  my   friend.  ^r  ~AO-rT-o 

W .    r.    LAK  I  bK. 

V  ff     cv 

Houston,  Texas,  Oct.   17,   1923. 
Program  Committee: 

I  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  participate  in  the  Testimonial  Dinner 

to   Col.   John   Henry    Kirby,   and   thank   you   for   affording   me   the   op- 

P°rtUnity-  J.    S.    CULLINAN. 

S     tf     B 

Just  a  Thought 

Nations  do  not  achieve  greatness  by  chance,  nor  endure 
according  to  their  portion  of  Nature's  gifts.  If  Providence  as- 
sumed any  part  in  creating  for  our  permanency,  it  is  not  re- 
vealed in  material  things  however  full  our  measure  is.  Empires 
have  stretched  their  conquering  skirts  around  the  richest  re- 
sources of  earth  only  to  leave  a  dim  shadow  on  the  fading  pages 
of  history.  Crumbled  ruins  are  found  that  mumble  in  a  forgot- 
ten language  the  story  of  Wreck  and  Doom  amid  the  fairest 
fields  of  God.  The  Invisible  Force,  the  only  force,  which  has 
shaped  and  fashioned  for  us,  should  it  have  been  decreed  that 
our  republic  is  not  to  be  ephemeral,  is  that  which  imbued  with 
wisdom  the  master  minds  of  those  who  wrote  the  American 
Constitution.  Upon  a  faithful  observance  by  the  people  of  the 
principles  proclaimed   in   it,   rather  than  upon   a   wide   expanse 
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of  territory,  a  productive  soil,  a  limitless  supply  of  minerals 
and  the  greatest  shore-locked  harbors  in  the  world,  rests  our 
Hope  to  survive  the  waste  and  wear  of  relentless  Time.  I  do 
not  know  that  my  respect  for  this  great  document,  and  the  con- 
cern I  have  shown  in  trying  to  stimulate  an  obedience  to  its 
voice,  entitle  me  to  all  the  kind  things  that  these  true  friends 
have  said  on  the  foregoing  pages.  But  if  I  have  at  any  time 
furnished  a  helpful  thought  in  behalf  of  the  Constitution,  or 
in  behalf  of  government  strictly  conforming  to  it,  I  am  glad,  be- 
cause I  believe  with  all  my  heart  that  such  a  service  is  a  real 
contribution  to  America. 
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PLAYING  SANTA  CLAUS  TO  FIVE  THOUSAND 
CHILDREN 

The  daily  press  of  the  country  carried  a  story  telling  of 
the  extensive  plan  of  John  H.  Kirby,  to  make  the  children  of 
all  the  employes  of  the  Kirby  Lumber  Company,  of  Texas  and 
Louisiana,  happy  at  Christmastide  1923.  Excerpts  taken  from 
newspaper  accounts  of  the  big  event,  with  brief  details,  are 
given  here : 

"Not  one  child  was  forgotten,  whether  it  was  the  son  of  a 
laborer  or  the  daughter  of  a  high  employe  of  the  giant  lumber 
company,  when  John  H.  Kirby  played  Santa  Claus.  The  only 
rule  laid  down  was  that  the  child  be  from  one  to  sixteen  years 
of  age. 

"Mr.  Kirby,  president  of  the  company,  conceived  the  idea 
several  months  ago  and  directed  that  a  census  be  taken  of 
all  children  of  the  specified  age,  that  committees  be  appointed 
to  supervise  the  work  of  distributing  presents,  that  Christmas 
trees  be  provided,  that  Santas  be  named  for  every  mill  and  that 
care  be  taken  to  see  that  none  of  the  children,  regardless  of 
poverty  or  position  be  overlooked. 

"The  census  showed  a  total  of  4952  children  of  which  2351 
are  between  the  ages  of  1  and  6,  and  each  in  this  group  re- 
ceived six  presents;  11 72  are  between  the  ags  of  7  and  10  and 
each  received  five  presents;  and  1429  are  between  11  and  16 
and  each  received  four  presents. 

"The  total  of  the  number  of  presents  given — perhaps  the 
most  ever  provided  by  an  individual  or  company — was  25,682. 

"The  center  of  the  Christmas  parties  was  Peachtree  Village, 
near  Chester,  in  Tyler  county,  Texas,  which  is  the  old  home  of 
Mr.  Kirby's,  and  to  him  a  sacred  spot." 

Now  imagine  if  you  can  five  thousand  children  all  glad 
hearted;  imagine  five  thousand  little  faces  beaming  like  the 
flowers  on  a  sun-touched  meadow;  imagine  five  thousand  happy 
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souls  each  stirred  by  golden  laughter — the  sweetest  music  of  the 
ages. 

And  there  you  have  the  picture,  just  as  it  was  given  to  the 
pine  lands  on  this  holiest  of  nights,  by  Mr.  Kirby. 

Might  anything  have  carried  greater  delight  to  the  angels, 
as  they  rejoiced  in  their  higher  realm?  Could  mortal  painter 
have  dipped  his  brush  in  dew-crowned  lily,  holding  all  the  tints 
of  glory,  and  placed  upon  canvas  greater  beauty? 

No  doubt  the  song  of  childhood  lips  found  its  way  that 
sacred  eve  from  stately  home  and  cabin  door,  to  the  portals 
of  distant  Paradise.  No  doubt  the  beam  of  all  those  smiles 
stretched  away,  to  share  with  radiant  glow,  in  the  lighting  of 
God's  throne.  It  was  the  truest  conception  of  Christmas  giv- 
ing, because  with  the  mortals  the  Immortal  was  made  to  share. 
That  scene  among  the  gently  swaying  pines  and  the  hush  of 
the  overhanging  stars,  could  not  have  failed  to  please,  even 
better  than  an  offering  of  prayer  or  worship  with  words,  that 
One  who  loves  little  children  and  has  said  of  such  is  the  king- 
dom of  Heaven ! 

"A  message  from  Mr.  Kirby  to  the  employes  was  read  to 
the  assembly  in  each  hall  before  the  distribution  of  the  presents 
was  begun.  The  message  was  intended  to  commemorate  the  oc- 
casion and  also  to  impress  upon  the  mothers  and  fathers, 
brothers  and  sisters,  as  well  as  upon  the  young  recipients  of 
the  presents  insofar  as  they  were  able  to  comprehend,  that 
laughter  of  children  is  the  most  heartful  and  inspiring  melody 
that  ever  reached  human  ears  or  gladdened  human  hearts. 

Believing  that  the  sentiment  expressed  should  be  preserved 
for  all  time  and  for  all  people,  the  message  is  given  in  full  on 
the  following  page: 
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Mr.  Kirby's  Christmas  Message. 


T 


WENTY  CENTURIES  AGO  a  riddle  too  deep 
and  mysterious  for  the  earth's  wisest  men  was 
clearly  and  simply  revealed  in  the  smile  of  a  babe. 

That  smile  stirred  the  stars  in  their  courses.  It  cleared 
away  all  the  doubts  of  the  ages.  Tyranny  quaked  on  its 
sword-circled  throne  and  hearts,  long  oppressed,  leapt 
awake  to  a  message  of  hope  and  good  cheer.  The  angels 
sang.  Prophecy  found  its  fulfillment  and  science  found 
the  substance  it  had  chased  in  the  dim  shadows  of  the 
past.  Sages,  whose  lives  had  been  spent  in  endeavors 
to  read  but  a  line  of  the  great  book  of  fate,  knelt  in  awe 
as  its  whole  glorious  meaning  of  that  babe  in  that  divine 
smile  burst  upon  them. 

As  to  those  wise  men  of  old,  so  to  us,  this  glad  season 
brings  its  sweet  message  of  hope.  To  those  who  will  hear 
them  the  angels  still  sing.  To  those  who  will  see  them 
the  stars  still  point  the  way  to  Bethlehem.  In  each  happy 
child's  face  the  eye  of  faith  beholds  again  the  glory  before 
which  the  wise  men  fell  mute,  wondering,  adoring. 

Grateful  to  you,  my  friends,  for  your  loyalty  and  faith, 
and  sensible  that  I  can  never  tell  you  in  words  how  grate- 
ful I  am,  I  have  sought  to  make  the  greatest  contribution 
to  your  Christmas  within  my  power — to  bring  to  your  eyes 
the  smiles  and  to  your  ears  the  laughter  of  children. 
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Friends  Praise  Christmas  Message. 

Letters  received  by  Mr.  Kirby,  following  the  publication  of 
his  Christmas  message  in  the  press,  are  highly  complimentary 
and  coming  as  they  do  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  are 
most  gratifying  because  they  prove  that  many  hearts  were 
touched  by  the  sentiment  expressed.  A  few  of  the  letters  have 
been  chosen  for  use  in  this  volume  and  are  given  here,  in 
whole  or  in  part : 

Judge  William  S.  Bennet,  of  Chicago,  former  member  of  con- 
gress,  among  other   things  had  this  to   say: 

"In  the  American  Lumberman  I  read  your  Christmas  address  to 
the  children  of  your  various  mills  and  logging  camps.  It  is  one  of  the 
four  or  five  best  pieces  of  literature  in  all  the  English  Language." 

cr     ^r     3- 

Judge  R.  H.  Ward,  prominent  lawyer  of  Houston,  sent  the  following 
evidence  of  his  appreciation: 

"My  dear  Governor: 

I  have  never  been  addicted  to  fulsome  flattery  of  any  man,  nor 
have  I  ever  "bent  the  pregnant  hinges  of  the  knee  that  thrift  might 
follow  fawning,"  which  sentiments  I  desire  to  present  as  a  preface  to 
that  which  follows  herein. 

I  read  this  morning  the  message  which  will  be  sent  by  you,  on 
Christmas  morning,  to  the  employes  of  the  Kirby  Lumber  Company, 
as  a  prelude  to  the  distribution  of  Christmas  Gifts  so  generously  and 
bountifully  provided  for  by  you,  and  I  was  so  profoundly  moved  by 
the  same  that  I  feel  irresistably  impelled  to  say  to  you: 

That  your  noble  love  for  your  fellowman  and  the  kindliness  of  your 
nature,  which  inspired  your  action,  the  beautiful  thoughts  contained 
therein,  the  sympathetic  feelings  so  beautifully  expressed,  the  simple, 
chaste  but  elegant  language,  by  which  the  same  were  conveyed,  the 
faultless  and  superb  diction  thereof,  with,  as  the  dominant  idea  pervading 
it  through  and  through,  the  recognition  of  the  love,  power,  influence  and 
the  divinity  of  Christ,  all  combined  to  make  that  message  a  classic 
among  the  classics,  and  to  merit  its  preservation  in  some  permanent, 
enduring  and  imperishable  form.  It  should  be  appropriately  framed  and 
conspicuously  hung  in  every  Sunday  school  and  Church  in  the  land. 

Please  accept  this  little  tribute  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  offered, 
as  my  Christmas  Greeting,  and  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself 

Your   true  friend, 

R.   H.  WARD. 
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Bolling  Arthur  Johnson  of  Chicago,  writing  from  Portland,  Oregon, 
had  this  to  say: 

"In  spite  of  an  endeavor  on  the  part  of  the  English  Church  to  re- 
vise the  Ten  Commandments;  of  a  learned  doctor  in  Chicago  who  has 
tried  to  rewrite  the  Bible  in  the  latest  Jazz  slang;  of  the  New  York 
preachers  who  have  started  an  argument  over  the  divinity  of  Christ;  of 
Collier's  Weekly  which  invited  eighteen,  more  or  less  pagan,  writers  to 
tell  whether  or  not  Santa  Claus  should  be  absolutely  banished,  here  is 
my  fraternal  pledge  to  you  to  continue  to  uphold  the  old  time  religion, 
the  Golden  Rule,  the  established  order,  and  the  simple  belief  of  Hoo-Hoo, 
that  out  of  Health  grows  Happiness  and  out  of  Happiness  grows  Long 
Life." 

cv    t    ^ 

Hon.  T.  H.  McGregor  of  Austin,  an  old-time  and  sincere  friend,  was 
touched  by  the  sentiment  of  the  Christmas  message  and  wrote  Mr.  Kirby 
the  following  letter: 

Austin,  Texas,  Dec.  23,  1923. 
Hon.  John  H.   Kirby, 

Houston,  Texas. 
My  dear  Mr.  Kirby: 

I  have  just  read  in  the  Statesman  your  Christmas  message  to  the 
children  of  Peach  Tree  Village.  It  is  the  sweetest  thing  I  ever  read. 
No  man  could  have  conceived  that  message  unless  he  felt  it.  No  man 
could  have  expressed  that  message  unless  he  lived  it.  It's  second  para- 
graph is  an  outstanding  classic,  seldom  approached,  and  unexcelled  in  the 
sacredly  sentimental  literature  of  the  world.  The  whole  "message"  should 
be  inscribed  upon  a  bronze  tablet  and  placed  in  your  little  church  at 
Peach  Tree  Village.  If  practical  and  general  application  could  be  given 
to  your  message  the  roses  on  the  cheeks  of  Texas  childhood  would  be  a 
little  redder  and  the  violets  and  their  sweet  eyes  would  be  a  little  bluer. 
May  you  be  their  Santa  Claus  for  many,  many  years,  is  the  earnest 
wish  of  your  friend, 

t.  h.  McGregor. 
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men  deserving  of 
comes  to  physical 
perfection,  personal  charm,  lion-hearted  cour- 
age, fine  executive  ability,  a  generous  hand 
and  real  sacrificing  love  of  law  and  liberty 
the  combination  spells  John  Henry  Kirby, 
gentleman    'sans  peur  et   sans   reproche. " 

"'TpHKUE    IS    no    citizen    of    Texas    who    by 
X     his   constructive  efforts  in    behalf  of  his 
state    has    earned    the    esteem    of    his    fellow 
citizens   more  than  John  Henry  Kirby." 
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KIRBY 

He  who  hath  grown  great  among  us — 

great  in  manufacturing — 
Great  in  molding  circumstance 

to  fit  his  will. 
Who  hath  brought  wealth  to  his  city, 

treasure  such  as  true  sons  bring, 
Treasure  garnered  from  lowland 

and  wooded  hill; 
We  are  met  to  do  him  honor, 

while  life's  drink  is  still  like  wine, 
Whilst  as  yet  his  eyes  are  keen 

and  sinews  strong. 
While  still  the  years  stretch  before  him. 

While  life's  mid-day  sun  doth  shine 
We  meet  to  weave  him  a  chaplet 

'neath  the  fig  tree  and  ihe  vine 
Of  his  home  town  and  to  honor  him  with  song. 
— Judd  Mortimer  Lewis 


"T    REGARD     HIM    as    one    of    Texas'     big 
X    lovable,   unconquered   spirits,    and   believe 
me,    we    need    more    of    this    type    in    these 
bizarre    days." 

"rr-\ HERE  IS  no  more  useful  citizen  any- 
J_  where,  nor  more  devoted  or  unselfish 
friend.  His  friends  do  but  honor  themselves 
in  giving  him  this  testimony  of  their  loyalty 
and    regard." 

"T    HOPE  IT  WILL  be  an  occasion  that  will 
1      fill  his  great  big   heart  with  everlasting 
joy    and  sunshine." 


One-Half  Grape  Fruit 
Celery  Olives 

Roast  Stuffed  Vermont  Turkey 

Chestnut  Dressing  Cranberry  Sauce 

Green  Peas  New  Potatoes,  Risole 

Lettuce  and  Tomato  Salad,  Mayonaise 

Tutti  Fruit  Brick  Ice  Cream 
Cakes 

v 

Demi  Tasse 

Cigars  Cigarettes 


RICE  HOTEL,  HOUSTON 


Hon.  O.  B.  Colquitt,  Dallas 
Hon.  Nelson  Phillips,  Dallas 
Hon.  Leon  Sonfield,  Beaumont 
Hon.  Joseph  Weldon  Bailey,  Dallas 
Hon.  John  T.  Scott,  Houston 
Mayor  Oscar  F.  Holcombe,  Houston 
Hon.  W.  P.  Hobby,  Beaumont 
Hon.  Henry  Stude,  Houston 
Hon.  J.  S.  Cullinan,  Houston 
Hon.  Roy  Miller,  Corpus  Christi 
Hon.  C.  F.  Greenwood,  Dallas 
Gen.  Jake  Wolters,  Houston 
Hon.  Jack  Dionne,  Houston 
Judge  J.  S.  Hutcheson,  Houston 
Dr.  Peter  Gray  Sears,  Houston 
Col.  J.  Louis  Wortham,  Fort  Worth 
Hon.  R.  H.  Ward,  Houston 
Hon.  R.  B.  Creager,  Brownsville 
Col.  Chas.  J.  Kirk,  Houston 
Hon.  Robt  L.  Henry,  Flouston 


Robt.  H.  Cornell,  Master  of  Ceremonies 


Vocal  Solos— 
The  Little  Old  Log  Cabin  in  the  Lane" 
'Dinah  Song"     ("Kiss  Me  Honey,  Do") 

Mrs.  Lillian  Collier. 

Vocal  Duets — 

When  You  and  I  Were  Young,  Maggie" 
Silver  Theads  Among  the  Gold" 

Messrs.  Geo.  E.  Doscher  and  Henri  Therrien. 

OLD  TIME  FIDDLER'S  PRIZE  CONTEST 

Participants  from   East   Texas;    R.    H.    Garrett,    directing. 


Parents  of  Honoree  and  oldest  and  youngest  of  seven  children,  taken  on  porch 

of  the  old  home  at  Peachtree  Village;  John  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Payne)  Kirby, 

James  Kirby  and  John  Henry  Kirby 


(^rncral  Cnmmfttee 

In  Charge  of  the  John  H.  Kirby  Dinner 

The  Inner  Circle  (Red  Roosters)  of  Houston 

©ffirers 

Robt.  H.  Cornell,  President 
Ed  Eisemann,  First  Vice-President  Sam  W.  Becker,  Treasurer 

B.  S.  Davison,  Second  Vice-President         Sic.  Frucht,  Secretary 


Allie  Anderson 
M.  L.  Lewis 
E.J.  Peters 
Frank  B.  McClrdy 


Dirrrtors 

R.  L.Phenia 
W.  E.  Wood 
C.  R.  George 
C.J.  Kirk 


Ed.  F.  Rehmann 
Ned  L.  Jacobs 
Otto  Sens 
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HONORING  JOHN  HENRY  KII 
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